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JOIN US THIS SUNDAY

EXPERIENCE GOD’S GLORY

On Sunday
Worship with Eucharist .................................................. 8:30 a.m.
Adult Formation & Church School............................. 9:30 a.m.
Worship ................................................................................ 11:00 a.m.
Get Centre’d Worship ................................................... 10:00 p.m.

500 W. Main St. • Danville, KY • 236-6692 • www.presbydan.org

JOIN USJOIN US

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
A Community of Faith Since 1784

Vision Church of Holiness
Service Times:

Tuesday Bible Study-7pm
Thursday Praise and Worship-7pm

Sunday School-10am 
Sunday Morning Worship-11am

Sunday Evening Worship-6pm

New Phone Number: 859-324-6293
Address: 704 Holiday Drive-Danville, KY

Come and Worship 
with us!

~Where there is no vision, the people perish; but he that keepeth the 
law, happy is he. Prov. 29:11~

Bishop Larry D. Weathers, Sr., 
Pastor and Founder

Visit our website: 
www.visionchurchofholiness.com

Speakers

Hope Full Gospel Church — 11 a.m. Sunday, the guest
minister will be John Snow.  At 3:30 p.m., the Rev. Charles
Daugherty and congregation of Rejoice Temple will be
guests at the church.

Music
McKinney Christian Church — 6-8 p.m. Feb. 26, e

Turners will be in concert. e church is on Ky. 198 in McK-
inney. For more information, call (606) 669-5638.

Harris Creek Baptist Church — 6 p.m. Sunday, Living
Prayer of Russell Springs will sing.

Willow Grove Baptist Church — 7 p.m. Saturday, the
Anchormen Quartet will perform. e church is at 4306
Stanford Road, Danville. An offering will be collected.

Drama
Moreland First Baptist Church — 6:30 p.m. Feb. 24, the

church will have a free showing of the movie “Courageous.”

Special services
St. Peter AME Church — 3:30 p.m. Sunday, the church

will have Men’s Day. Guests will be the Rev. James Smith
and the congregation of St. Paul AME Church in Versailles. 

Good things to eat 
Hope Full Gospel Church — 12:30 p.m. Saturday, the

church will have a chitterling sale at 193 E. Martin Luther
King Blvd. For orders, call (858) 238-0192.

Community lunch and give-away
First Presbyterian Church, Lancaster — 11 a.m.-12:30

p.m. Saturday, the church will hat its “Heart to Heart” com-
munity lunch. Free school supplies will be given to families
with children. Everyone is welcome.

CHURCHbriefs

By EDWARD CLARK

Contributing Writer

Prayer is a topical nu-
ance among people who
practice it, disdain it,
doubt it and despair in it.
This aspect of life, em-
braced by Christians who
have never understood
how it is supposed to
work and by stalwart de-
fenders of it, using per-
sonal proof of its reliance,
touches people in varying
emotional stages of life.
Those who reject it as a
viable reality spend little
time evaluating the sub-
ject.

I recall an occasion
when I overheard a partial
conversational exchange
between three young col-
lege students. As one stu-
dent departed, having
said that he “would pray
about it,” whatever “it”
was, one of the remaining
two said ... “Ah, yes, he’s a
dreamer and prayer is his
ultimate nightmare.” It
was said in jest, but the
comment identified this
young man as one who
had no time for or interest
in prayer. With that atti-
tude, I understood that he
thought those who ven-
tured into some mis-
guided notion of praying
were dreamers. He saw
the effort, however reli-
gious, as a waste of good
time.

But his thesis, while re-
pugnant to those who do
pray, is not without some
sense of comprehension.
There are many, many

Christians who pray on a
daily basis but can cite the
subjects of prayer that
have no positive response.
We hear it all the time,
don’t we? Some will recant
the years of prayer in-
vested in one thing or an-
other and year after year
there is no visible or viable
response that would affirm
the prayer had been heard.
Is this type of constant
prayer a dreamer’s fanciful
attempt to show God how
faithful they are in a failed
venture?

There are as many, per-
haps more, examples of
prayers that were never
answered in any positive
way as those which are
accompanied by subjec-
tive assurances that
prayer did, in fact, change
circumstances, provide
direction, and if nothing
else, soothe the restless-
ness that sometimes con-
sumes an emotional time
in life.

The effort to portray
those who pray as
“dreamers” may be closer
to the truth than they re-
alize, but not in the por-
trayal mode intended.
Dreaming may be an
acute element of prayer
and if so, some optional
light on this subject might

be in order for those who
cannot understand why
prayer, specifically theirs,
seem to have no answer.
In other words, why con-
tinue to pray, sometimes
for years, if no positive or
even negative answer ar-
rives?

What if we are not the
dreamers? Suppose God is
the Dreamer and we are
His dreams? In this focus,
we can begin to see God
as that Spirit who wants
only the best for us and
desires to save every one
of us. He is the Dreamer
who forged the evolution-
ary life of each of us as we
began at birth and moved
into the world. His dream
pictures each of us ac-
cepting Him as our Savior
and living for Him in ways
that honor His sacrifice
that redeems us from an
eventual never-ending
separation from Him. In
this setting, we are not the
dreamer, but are, in fact,
the dreams.

So, why do we know
that prayer sometimes
seems to go unanswered?
Our focus may be hazy or
we may need to think of
prayer differently. We
pray for strength, and for
knowledge, for influence,
for grace toward others

and the ability to forgive
when forgiving is the last
thing we desire. Our con-
tinuing prayer, without
answers, may be God’s
way of refining us, purg-
ing us, forming us, sus-
taining us and creating
His dream within us. His
refining fire of the purifi-
cation of our ethics,
morals and ability to in-
fluence others in His be-
half may come as the
result of our “blind faith”
in Him to always have our
best interest in mind as
evidenced by the matur-
ing of our minds and
sense of grace toward oth-
ers that is His gift to us.

“Now I lay me down to
sleep” is a start. We learn
those words as children.
“I pray the Lord my soul
to keep” is a plea for secu-
rity. “If I should die before
I wake” is an admission
that even the next breath
is not a viable expecta-
tion. “I pray the Lord my
soul to take” is more than
permission to be taken,
but is, in fact, a childish
lesson that affirms prayer
and the power that is gen-
erated when spoken. If He
is the Dreamer and we are
His dreams, we have man-
aged to begin the essence
of “a little child shall lead

His lips quivered as tears
moistened his eyes. But
maybe that was just my
imagination. No, I could
have sworn I saw his lower
lip quivering. And no mis-
taking, I heard his voice
cracking just a bit.

It was all there — the sup-
pression of grief, the futile
effort to hold the emotions
in check, the chin lowered
to the chest — exposed. His
mournful tale has been told
by others for eons: the
friend who disappointed, a
relationship destroyed, the
future uncertain.

And as he sulked away,
dissatisfied with explana-
tions, I couldn’t help but
hear Jimmy Ruffin singing
his 1966 Motown hit, “What
Becomes of the Broken
Hearted?”

And maybe Mick Jagger
too, if not answering Ruffin’s
question, at least offering
hollow consolation to the
brokenhearted: “You can’t
always get what you
want/But if you try some-
times/well you might
find/You get what you
need.”

Unfortunately, there’s
usually an enormous stretch
between getting what you
want and accepting what
you need. Broken relation-
ships can pain the heart,
sear the emotions, and tear
asunder an otherwise intact

character.
Some relationships are

unhealthy and even toxic.
It’s not always easy and
often takes courage to walk
away from an abusive rela-
tionship, regardless of
whether the abuse is ver-
bally or physically adminis-
tered.

And then some relation-
ships end because of disap-
pointment in the people
involved. Sometimes friend-
ships end abruptly; other
times they die ever so
slowly. Some can be re-
paired; more often, they re-
main severed. How can we
weather the storms of a bro-
ken relationship and at least
allow for the possibility of
healing? Here are some
ABC’s for a fractured rela-
tionship:

Admit to your part for any
damaged emotions. Readily
claim responsibility for your
mistakes in the relationship.
Shirking accountability
stymies further personal
growth. Is it remotely possi-
ble that you are not perfect
and that the other person
may not be totally wrong?
Even if it is not feasible or
appropriate to speak per-

sonally with the offended
person, evaluating and ad-
mitting, if only to yourself,
your own shortcomings will
make fruitful relationships
more likely in the future.

Be your better self. Rather
that descending to the low-
est common denominator
of raw emotion verbalized
in hurtful words, expressed
in unkind actions, and en-
acted in retributive behavior
patterns, be the best you can
be. Rise above the flack.
Compassion is best ex-
pressed in the action of one
four-letter word: L-O-V-E.
Try sensing how the other
person might feel. Rarely is
anyone totally base. At least
try to imagine the loss they
might be experiencing.
Restoration may not be ad-
visable, but love in some
form might be available. A
compassionate heart comes
as we walk through our own
experiences of pain and
loneliness.

Henri Nouwen spoke of
this loneliness and how em-
bracing it can become part
of our journey toward heal-
ing hurt emotions. In his
essay, “Stay with your Pain,”
he wrote: “It is not easy to
stay with your loneliness.
e temptation is to nurse
your pain or to escape into
fantasies about people who
will take it away. But when
you can acknowledge your

loneliness in a safe, con-
tained place, you make your
pain available for God’s
healing.” 

What then becomes of
the broken-hearted who
may not get what they want
but what they need? It all
depends on whether they
allow their open wounds to
be immersed in the healing
waters of God’s grace. at
healing may not come all at
once, but it ever so surely
flows to those who venture
reconciliation with God,
themselves and others. “I
am the Lord who heals you,”
(Exodus 15:26), God re-
minded the wounded na-
tion of Israel.

It’s in the midst of the
brokenness and strife that
we may find some kind of
peace of mind, maybe — for
after all, if life is to be lived,
it must be lived in the midst
of the failed relationships,
forced alienation and dam-
aged emotions of broken-
hearted people. If peace
can’t be found there, it
won’t be found — for the
world of the broken hearted
is the world we live in.

And what becomes of the
broken hearted is what be-
comes of us.

Contact David B. Whitlock
drdavid@davidbwhitlock.com or
visit his website, www.davidbwhit-
lock.com.

What becomes of the broken hearted?

David Whitlock
Contributing Writer

Prayer: If I am dreaming, let me dream on
“We pray for strength, and for knowledge, for influence, for

grace toward others and the ability to forgive when forgiving 
is the last thing we desire. Our continuing prayer, without 

answers, may be God’s way of refining us, purging us, forming
us, sustaining us and creating His dream within us.”

More than a 
momentary flash
As I enjoyed a meal at

my favorite restaurant on
a recent late Sunday af-
ternoon, I became
acutely aware of consid-
erable commotion at a
table behind me. In sec-
onds, a group of interest-
ing people — children,
teenagers and young
adults — came by my
table. en, for some rea-
son, as a group and as in-
dividuals, they continued
to go from, and back to,
their seats regularly for
the duration of my meal.

I was struck by what I
saw passing the table
where I ate. Regardless of
age or sex, everyone in
the group had a very sim-
ilar look. ey were all
dressed very much alike;
each of them wore old
looking or faded blue
jeans with a few holes,
and each of them had
their hair styled as much
alike as possible. As a re-
sult, everyone in the
group, from the youngest
child to the oldest adult,
looked a lot alike. I got
the impression that each
member of the group
wanted to be as much
like the other members
as possible, for the desire
to imitate, to be like, oth-

ers, is a powerful and
compelling feeling.

e next morning
when I went to my desk
to begin the work of the
day, I opened an old
notebook in which I,
sometimes, write little
notes to myself. e first
note I saw on the first
page before me was an
entry made about a year
ago. It was a startling re-
minder of the previous
evening. It read, “Let us
not be like others. Be the
self you were created to
be.”  

en I discovered that
a little over 600 years ago,
Miguel de Cervantes, a
Spanish satirical novelist
and dramatist, wrote,
“Make it thy business to
know thyself which is the
most difficult lesson in
the world.” is under-
standing, and develop-
ment, of the self is more
than a momentary flash
of insight. Often, it is a
long and arduous task
that leaves little room for
imitation.

Howard Coop
Contributing Writer
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