
Perrin doing well, thinking NBA

THE ADVOCATE-MESSENGER  |  WWW.AMNEWS.COM

LARRY VAUGHT, SPORTS EDITOR (859) 936-0353  |  FAX (859) 236-9566
SPORTS DEPT. (859) 236-2551 or (800) 428-0409, extension 137 or 246 | To report a score, use extension 305.

SPORTS B
FRIDAY

FEBRUARY 17, 2012

The Advocate-Messenger  |  www.amnews.com

Clay Jackson/clay@amnews.com

Senior Greg Ross (22) has scored 813 points and grabbed 337 re-
bounds in 2 1/2 seasons for Centre College and is part of a senior class
that has a 77-24 record.

By HAL MORRIS

hmorris@amnews.com

ey’ve helped the Cen-
tre College men to three
straight conference titles
and have won 76 percent of
their games, so when sen-
iors Jeff Mullaney, James
Melloan and Greg Ross walk
off the court Sunday after
their final regular season
game, they will be leaving a
legacy that will be hard to
top.

“”is senior class has
been really successful and
we are going to miss them
next year,” Centre coach
Greg Mason said.

Going into the weekend,
the seniors are 77-24. e
Colonels will seek a fourth
straight Southern Collegiate
Athletic Conference title

next week. 
Mason said the 1989 class

is generally regarded as the
best senior class in Centre
history, and its record was
78-37.

“Obviously, this is a
sound group. ese are
three guys who have worked
hard,” Mason said. 

Centre (15-7, 9-5 SCAC)
hosts Millsaps tonight and
finishes the regular season
Sunday against Rhodes. e
Colonels have won two of
three going into this week-
end, and Mason would love
to see his seniors go out on
a winning note.

Mullaney and Melloan
have been around all four
years, while Ross came in
during the second semester
of his sophomore year.

Mullaney has been a con-
stant for the Colonels. He
was the sixth man his fresh-
man season, and has started
ever since. He has 1,141
points with 303 assists and
172 turnovers in his career.
Last year, he was named
third-team All-SCAC

“Jeff has a really high bas-
ketball IQ. Our assist per

game (10) is number one in
the country and Jeff is a
huge part of that. He really
studies the games,” Mason
said. “He was our sixth man
as a freshman, but played
starters minutes at 23-24
minutes per game.”

is season, Mullaney
has 68 assists to just 32
turnovers, a 2.1-1 ratio.

“On the perimeter, I’m
not sure anyone in the con-
ference has as high of a bas-
ketball IQ as Jeff,” Mason
said.

Ross transferred from the
College of Wooster after the
first semester of his sopho-
more year. He played in just
nine games as a sophomore,
but has still scored 813
points and grabbed 337 re-

Successful seniors
Centre trio has 77-24 record, 3 championships

COMING SUNDAY
The Centre College

women’s team has an unusu-
ally large senior class of eight
that has led the team to one
of its best seasons in school
history. But they have become
fast friends who did just as
much or more together away
from the game as around it.

See story and pictures in
Sunday’s Advocate-Messenger.
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Former Boyle County and
Eastern Kentucky basketball
player Spencer Perrin says
playing professionally over-
seas has been a “great expe-
rience” for him and one he
hopes leads to even better
things.

“I have six weeks and

nine games left and will be
back home in Danville April
10,” said Perrin. “But it has
been a great experience.”

He started the season
playing in Slovakia, but after
averaging 13.8 points, 4.9 re-
bounds, 1.5 assists and 31.6
minutes per game he earned
a promotion to a higher
league in Hungary in late
December where he has av-

eraged about 16 points,
eight rebounds, four steals
and three assists per game.

“For next year, I already
have offers to play in France,
Italy and Spain,” Perrin, who
has his family with him,
said. “I am doing really
good. I have taken off right
where I need to be. e of-
fers for next year are big,
around $200,000 per year. I

have never felt like this be-
fore. It’s great.

“As the leagues get better,
it has actually been easier
because I have other players
around me who are better
and that opens up a lot for
me. You don’t have to worry
about double teams as
much. e league in Hun-
gary is a way better league
and I’ve done way better.”

He says Hungary is a
“beautiful country” and
“this is probably the best
place to eat food I’ve ever
been.” However, the food is
not why he’s added 15
pounds and now weighs
about 210.

“I mostly stay in the gym
if we are not playing. I get up
a lot of shots and then hit the
weight room,” Perrin said.

He has mainly  played the
small forward in Hungary,
but at 6-7 he’s shown he can
guard all five positions.

“I guarded a 7-foot center
in one game against a top
team. It’s kind of crazy how
it has gone and right now I
am third for the MVP in our
league,” Perrin said.

Larry Vaught
Sports Editor

larry@amnews.com

Losing wide receiver
coach Tee Martin Wednes-
day to Southern California
was a surprise blow to the
Kentucky football program
considering Martin had
only interviewed for the job
Monday and seemed more
than content to be at Ken-
tucky with Joker Phillips. 

In an attempt to keep
Martin, Kentucky had pro-
moted him  to passing
game coordinator prior to
the 2011 season and raised
his salary from $160,000
when he arrived at UK to
$205,000 last summer with
a contact that ran through
Dec. 31, 2014. He had an-
other raise on the table this
week.

But when USC gave him
a chance to join a program
capable of winning a na-
tional title this season, he
could not say no to coach
Lane Kiffin even though he
had just helped sign several
key players in UK’s 2012 re-
cruiting class. 

Martin had turned down
overtures from Alabama,
Auburn and Tennessee the
last two years. He was a
high school offensive coor-
dinator in Atlanta in 2008
and quarterbacks coach at
the University of New Mex-
ico in 2009 before being
hired at Kentucky by
Phillips, a long-time friend.

Phillips wanted to keep
Martin. Everyone at UK did.
Make no mistake about
that. And Martin mildly
criticized UK fans who had
wondered about the direc-
tion of the program and
Phillips’ future after UK’s
season-ending victory over

UK tried
to keep
Martin

Clay Jackson/cjackson@amnews.com

Kentucky senior Darius Miller (1) has all the skills to be a first-round NBA draft pick based on what Florida
coach Billy Donovan has seen the last four years. “I’ve always loved him and the way he plays,” Donovan said.
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LEXINGTON — It had to
be difficult for Ramon Harris
and Perry Stevenson to be re-
cruited by Tubby Smith and
play for him one year, spend
the next two years playing for
Billy Gillispie and then hav-
ing John Calipari come to
Kentucky for their final sea-
son and bring the nation’s
No. 1 recruiting class with
him.

But think about everything
that Darius Miller has been
through. 

e Kentucky senior was a
prep standout at Mason
County who decided to play
for Gillispie despite his shaky
first season at Kentucky and
then has had to watch Cali-
pari bring in three straight
No. 1 recruiting classes. He’s
also has had to listen annu-
ally no matter what he does,
that he’s not consistent
enough and often doesn’t get
the most out of his ability.

Yet earlier this season he
became only the 58th UK
player to go over the 1,000-
point scoring mark and cur-
rently has 1,104 points. He

also had 451 rebounds and
still has a chance to become

Donovan
always big
Miller fan

By LARRY VAUGHT

larry@amnews.com

LEXINGTON — One
game is all Kentucky coach
John Calipari needed to see
to know that Mississippi
could give his top-ranked
Wildcats problems Satur-
day.

“They were up 20-4 on
Florida and got beat,” said

Calipari. “They have played
well and done some really
good stuff. We expect it to
be a tough battle. You are
talking about a team that is
very, very physical. Missis-
sippi is playing well.”

The Rebels (15-10, 5-6
Southeastern Conference)
come in to Kentucky off a
102-76 loss at home to Van-
derbilt on Thursday night. 

“I didn’t anticipate that
whipping we just took,”
Kennedy said after the
game. “But we’ve always
talked about these swings.
The reality is we’ve got to
get on a plane tomorrow, fly
to Lexington and go play
the No. 1 team in the na-
tion. We’ve got to quickly
put this behind us as best
we can.”

Kennedy said earlier this
week he “tried not to get too
far ahead” when looking at
opponents, but he noticed
how impressive UK is when
he was watching the Ken-
tucky-Vanderbilt game tape
to prepare for the Com-
modores.

“I saw the tail end of the
(Kentucky-Vandy) game
live Saturday,” Kennedy

said. “I think they are scary
good. When you look for
holes that maybe you can
exploit, they don’t have
many.

“They are tremendous
defensively. They play as a
cohesive unit, which is re-
ally a tribute to Cal be-
cause mixing in freshmen

‘Physical’ Ole Miss next test for Cats

Mississippi at Kentucky
4 p.m. Saturday, Lexington
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Ole Miss Rebels (15-10, 5-6 SEC)
F Murphy Holloway 6-7 Jr. 10.8 9.0
F Reginald Buckner 6-8 Jr. 7.2 8.3
F Terrance Henry 6-9 Sr. 11.5 4.6
G Jarvis Summers 6-4 Fr. 10.2 2.2
G Nick Williams 6-4 Jr. 10.1 3.5

Kentucky Wildcats (25-1, 11-0 SEC)
F Michael Kidd-Gilchrist 6-7 Fr. 12.3 7.7
F Terrence Jones 6-9 So. 12.2 6.5
C Anthony Davis 6-10 Fr. 14.0 9.9
G Marquis Teague 6-2 Fr. 9.8 2.6
G Doron Lamb 6-4 So. 13.7 3.3
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