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Space man: Aerospace Engineer Steve Amsler talked Thursday with more than 70 students interested in
space and science in the cafeteria at Bate Middle School. The "Launch to the Moon" presentation is a moti-
vational ond inspirational PowerPoint presentation with some hands on material for the students to check
out. The framed case with photos was given to Amsler after the first landing on the moon. Amsler was a mem-
ber of the NASA Launch Team at Kennedy Space Center from 1964 to 1972. As an aerospace engineer, he
was involved with all Saturn Apollo launches during the race with Russia to be the first to land men on the
moon.

DEATHS
n David A. Meeks, 58,

died ursday. Arrange-
ments are pending at McK-
inney-Brown Funeral
Home, Liberty.

FUNERALS
Louise Best
1922-2012

PERRYVILLE — Louise
Estelle Daugherty Best, 89,
of Perryville, died ursday,
Feb. 16, 2012, in Danville.
She was the widow of R.C.
Best.

Born Dec. 22, 1922, in
Boyle County, she was a
daughter of the late Goebel
ornton Daugherty.

Estelle was a member of
Sycamore Church of Christ,
a graduate of Perryville High
School and a homemaker.

Survivors include a
daughter, Glenna Jo (Eddie)
Deskins of Lexington; three
sons, Gary (Gayle) Best and
Dickie (Carmen) Best, both
of Perryville, and Bruce Best
of Danville; a sister, Edith
Huffman of Lexington; a
brother Cleo Daugherty of
Florida; four grandchildren,
Emily and Clay Best, Lauren
Willoughby and Joshua
Best; and a great-grand-
daughter, Kaieence Best.

Services for Estelle will be
1 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 18,
2012, at Wilder Funeral
Home by the Rev. Doug
Davis. Burial will be in Hill-
crest Cemetery.

Pallbearers will be Josh,
Clay, Dickie and Gary Best,
Eddie Deskins, Jeff Glass-
cock and David Cochran.

Visiting hours will be 11
p.m. until time of service
Saturday at the funeral
home.

Expressions of sympathy
are suggested to Heritage
Hospice.

Visit Estelle’s online
guestbook at www.wilderfh.
com.

MERCER
Donna Bast

HARRODSBURG —
Donna Bast, 64, of Harrods-
burg, wife of Donnie Bast,
died Wednesday in Danville.

Born in Harrodsburg, she
was a daughter of the late
Ralph and Pauline Isham
Brown.   

Survivors include her
husband, Donnie Bast; a
daughter, Fran Rowe, and
son Donovan Bast, both of
Harrodsburg; two grand-
daughters, Madison and De-
laney Bast; four sisters,
Carolyn Wilkerson, Nancy

Starkweather, Jennifer
Brown and Paula Votaw;
and three brothers, Carroll
B. Brown, Micky Brown and
Ralph Brown Jr. 

e funeral will be 1 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 18, at Rans-
dell Funeral Chapel.

Visitation is 5-8 p.m.
today.

Marshall J. Logue
1932-2012

HARRODSBURG — Mar-
shall J. Logue, 79, of
Nicholasville, formerly of
Harrodsburg, died urs-
day.

Born July 17, 1932, in
Mercer County, he was a son
of the late Henry Lee and
Gertrude Francis Curry
Logue. 

He served with the Army
and was a retired driver for
Senior Citizens. 

Survivors include a
daughter, Marsha O’Connor
of Burnside; a brother, Wal-
ter Logue of Harrodsburg;
two grandchildren; a great-
grandchild; and two sisters-
in-law, Hazel Logue and
Loraine Shannon.

Graveside services will be
10 a.m. Tuesday at Camp
Nelson National Cemetery.

Visitation will be 2-4 p.m.
Monday at Alexander &
Royalty Funeral Home.

2 children die in 
Cynthiana fire

CYNTHIANA (AP) — Two
youngsters have died in a
house fire here.

Kentucky State Police said
a third person, an adult
male, was injured in the
blaze Thursday.

The cause of the fire re-
mains under investigation.

One of the youngsters
died on arrival at Harrison
Memorial Hospital and the
other was pronounced dead
at University of Kentucky
Medical Center. 

Their ages and sexes were
not immediately released.

Workers may lose
jobs to inmates

FRANKFORT (AP) — A
clothing manufacturer went
public Thursday with wor-
ries that a Kentucky factory
could be forced to close,
idling about 100 employees,
because the federal govern-
ment is considering letting
prisoners do the work.

Ashland Sales and Serv-
ice Co. President Michael
Mansh said Federal Prison
Industries is vying for a con-
tract to make Air Force
windbreakers that his firm
has produced since 1997.

Mansh told The Associ-
ated Press that loss of the
military contract would

doom the factory in the
small northeastern Ken-
tucky city of Olive Hill.

“I’m looking at this as I’m
David and they’re Goliath,”
Mansh said. “The plant’s
been there for over 50 years.
It’s done military contract-
ing for its entire existence. Is
this fair to my workers, some
of them who have been
there for 30-plus years, to
have a government entity to
come in and take the work
away from us and close the
plant down?”

Senate Republican
Leader Mitch McConnell
criticized the Obama ad-
ministration for considering
awarding work to prisoners
even though it would cost
jobs on the outside.

“I was stunned to hear the
news that the Obama Ad-
ministration is threatening
the future of the largest em-
ployer in Olive Hill,” Mc-
Connell said in a statement. 

“With Kentucky’s unem-
ployment still above 9 per-
cent, now is not the time for
this administration to start
looking for ways to pay con-
victs to take law-abiding,
taxpaying Kentuckians’
jobs.”

House bill restores
felons’ voting rights

FRANKFORT (AP) — The
state House of Representa-

tives has approved a pro-
posal that would let Ken-
tuckians decide whether to
amend the state Constitu-
tion to restore some felons’
voting rights.

The measure by Demo-
cratic Rep. Jesse Crenshaw
of Lexington passed Thurs-
day.

Most felons would be eli-
gible to vote after they have
served their sentences or
completed probation or pa-
role. It would not apply to
those convicted of treason,
intentional killing, sex
crimes or bribery.

An amendment to the bill
by Rep. Brad Montell, a
Shelbyville Republican, re-
quires a person who is eligi-
ble to have his or her voting
rights restored to sign a
pledge to follow conscience
in casting votes “without
fear or favor of any person.”
The pledge would be sub-
mitted to the secretary of
state.

The bill is HB 70.

House passes bill to
raise dropout age
FRANKFORT (AP) — The

Kentucky House of Repre-
sentatives has approved leg-
islation that would raise the
school dropout age to 18.

Unlike a bill that passed
the Senate Feb. 8, which
would allow school boards
to decide the issue, the
House bill is not a local op-
tion proposal. The bill
passed 87-10 on Thursday.

Democratic Rep. Jeff
Greer of Brandenburg, the
sponsor, said only 19 states,
including Kentucky, allow
students to leave high
school at the age of 16 with-
out graduating.

Allowing children to drop
out of school when they’re
16 or 17 is “tremendously
costly” to them and the
state, Greer said. Those stu-
dents earn less as adults,
and are more likely to be un-
employed, or on public as-
sistance or be incarcerated
for crimes, he said.

“It’s a road to failure,” said
Greer. “We can change that.
We can do what’s right. We
can change expectations.”

Noah’s Ark attraction 
gets final piece of land

DYLAN LOVAN

Associated Press

LOUISVILLE (AP) — The
group building a Noah’s Ark-
themed tourism attraction
in northern Kentucky says it
has purchased the final tract
of land for the project but a
sluggish economy has hurt
fundraising.

The Christian ministry
Answers in Genesis, which
built the popular Creation
Museum near Cincinnati, is
directing the construction of
the 500-foot-long wooden
ark, which is the first phase
of the proposed $150 million
Ark Encounter.

The group has acquired a
556-acre tract, the last piece
of the 800-acre site set on
rolling farmland in Grant
County, project manager
Mike Zovath said Thursday.
But a groundbreaking origi-
nally set for last year won’t
be scheduled until the ark’s
construction is funded, he
said.

“Both donations and pri-
vate funding continue to be
affected by the slow econ-
omy so I’d like to see both of
these pick up speed,” Zovath
said in an email message
Thursday. “We trust the
Lord will continue to touch
hearts of donors and private

funding.”
The ark would be built

and opened to the public
first but other attractions
like a village, amphitheater
and a Tower of Babel would
“be built in multiple phases
over many years,” Answers
in Genesis said Thursday in
an update on its website.

The ark has been con-
ceived as an expansion of
the Creation Museum’s
smaller Noah’s ark exhibit.
The museum opened near
Cincinnati in 2007 and at-
tracted worldwide attention
for presenting stories from
the Bible as historical fact,
challenging evolution sci-
ence and asserting that the
earth was created about
6,000 years ago.

Answers in Genesis is
asking followers for about
$24 million in donations to
help fund the building of the
massive ark, the park’s main
attraction. About $5 million
has been raised so far, Zo-
vath said.

Answers in Genesis also
released a new video mes-
sage on its website Thursday
with founder and president
Ken Ham asking for dona-
tions to the ark.

“What a reminder for the
world of the truth of God’s
word and the truth of the

gospel,” Ham says of the ark
in the video.

Dan Phelps, a geologist
and longtime critic of the
Creation Museum, said sci-
entists have a problem with
presenting the story of Noah
and the worldwide flood as
historical fact.

“It’s a nice story, but as far
as any science involved, it’s
not anything that modern
science accepts, and in fact
it’s something geology
hasn’t accepted since the
1830s,” said Phelps, who is
president of the Kentucky
Paleontological Society.

The ark project has also
been criticized for seeking
state tax rebates for a reli-
gious-themed park. But
Kentucky officials agreed to
make the project eligible for
more than $40 million in
sales tax rebates if the Ark
Encounter hits maximum
attendance goals. 

The group has said it ex-
pects to draw more than one
million visitors in the park’s
first year.

Gil Lawson, a spokesman
for the Kentucky Tourism,
Arts and Heritage Cabinet,
said the state’s tax rebate
offer ends in May 2014, but
project costs spent before
that date would count to-
ward the potential rebate.

More than 1,000 rally for children at Capitol
RANDY PATRICK

Associated Press

FRANKFORT (AP) —
Cheerleaders, a children’s
rhythm section and the
lieutenant governor roused
a crowd of more than 1,000
people who gathered in the
Capitol Rotunda to advo-
cate for the needs of chil-
dren.

Kentucky Youth Advo-
cates executive director
Terry Brooks said that when
the group held its first Chil-
dren’s Advocacy Day rally
eight years ago, only 12 peo-
ple attended.

Brooks said the group’s

legislative priorities this
year are to get the state to
do more about child abuse
deaths, prevent superin-
tendents from assigning
teachers who are being dis-
ciplined to alternative
school programs, promote
an earned income tax credit
for low-income families
and reduce the number of
children jailed for minor of-
fenses through use of diver-
sion programs.

In his keynote speech, Lt.
Gov. Jerry Abramson out-
lined some of Gov. Steve
Beshear’s priorities for chil-
dren, including increasing
state funding for early

childhood education to
cover those who are at or
below 160 percent of the
poverty level, increasing
funding for state social
workers, fighting the pre-
scription drug abuse prob-
lem, sparing basic
classroom SEEK funding
from budget cuts and rais-
ing the school dropout age
to 18.

“We’re there with you.
You need to be there with
us. And the way you do that
is to let your voice be
heard,” Abramson said.
“Today is your day.” 

He urged those attending
to meet with their legisla-

tors and advocate for those
issues.

Sarah Price, a Pulaski
County High School sopho-
more, said the issue she is
most passionate about is
preventing children from
dropping out of school at
age 16 or 17.

“At my school, as soon as
people turn 16, it seems
that’s what they’re most ex-
cited to do, and I don’t think
they realize what they’re
doing to themselves when
they do that,” she said.

During the rally, the
Rowan County High School
cheerleaders performed a
routine, and children from

the Hite Elementary Junk-
yard Hawks performed a
tune using metal buckets,
long wooden staffs and
wooden drumsticks.

Brooks said that while
the rally was important in
getting his group’s message
across, even more impor-
tant would be the meetings
with legislators in their of-
fices, committee hearings
and their presence in the
House and Senate cham-
bers during the session later
in the day.

“We want them to feel
like they’ve been invaded
by kids’ advocates,” Brooks
said.


