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For the last several years,
the intensified effort by the
media, commentators, jour-
nalists, speakers, professors,
etc., to demean religion,
more particularly ... Christi-
anity, has reached a level of
concentration never before
seen in America.

e various churches
hold different doctrines as
core values and these ex-
pressions of belief often be-
come the dogma of each
church. Doctrines, seen as
the identity of people who
espouse certain beliefs in
unified agreement with
other members of like
mind, can, and often do,
create problems within and
outside the church. e ar-
guments generated by dis-
agreements within the
church as they concern in-
terpretation of Biblical
knowledge, or perceived
knowledge, can stir the em-
bers of comfortable solace
into flaming fires of opin-
ion, hostile attitudes, and
more, but as a rule church
doctrine, good or bad, re-
mains in place regardless of
alternative opinions.

It is a fair assumption to
conclude that the most
basic and agreed upon facet
of Christian faith, in all of
the Christian churches,
however differently ex-
pressed by doctrinal vari-
ances, is the cross. e
Cross of Crucifixion repre-
sents the last act of a perfect
God to take upon Himself
the accumulated sin of the
world, past, present, and fu-
ture, and provide the per-
manent sacrifice for all
mankind to approach the
Father of Perfection in the
covering of Jesus’ blood.
His blood was spilled the
day Jesus laid down His life
and replaced any need for
further sacrifices of a high
priest who had once repre-
sented the people who
stood in need of forgive-
ness. e cross is the most
recognizable symbol of the
church and is the founda-
tion upon which Christian-
ity stands.

In today’s topsy-turvy
American culture, the
church is denigrated by
many media personalities
as that which is strange,
judgmental, out of sync, or
an exaggeration of emo-
tional misconceptions. e
Roman Catholic Church
has more members than
any other and the Southern
Baptists are next. ese two
doctrinal institutions have
multi-million members.
e Roman doctrine is the
last word of interpretive nu-
ance for members and as
such holds the position of
all authority. e Baptists
believe in something called
“the priesthood of the be-
liever” and in that scenario
each person is free to inter-

pret for him/herself what
Scripture means when dis-
agreement exists.

ree years ago, Roman
Catholics were, as a major-
ity body, supportive of
Barack Obama in the elec-
tion process. Baptists were
scattered all over the sce-
nario, but both doctrines
believe in the sanctity of the
church. Currently, the pres-
ident has violated the basic
premise of Roman
Catholics by insisting they
provide birth control sys-
tems, abortions, etc. in their
hospitals and allied affili-
ates. It is a singular happen-
stance and affects the basic
position of church and
state. e oddity is seen in
the fact that the man who is
president is in the
“crosshairs” of Roman
Catholic discontent. e
short version: ey feel they
have been crossed by one
they supported.

Any among us who
read, listen, observe and
think will have learned that
the president, regardless of
luke-warm attempts to dis-
suade our growing aware-
ness of his lack of interest in
and involvement with the
Christian church, is far
more interested in his de-
termination to control what
Americans can do than with
any particular allegiance to
Christian faith.

After three years of ob-
servation, it is clear that the
Islamic faith, as expressed
by Muslims, is that which
claims his attention. Only in
the last several days have
we heard Christian nuances
expressed by the president.
e fact that it is an election
year, and time is moving
along without his declara-
tion of support for America
being a Christian nation, re-
veals the better-late-than-
never attempt to be seen as
one who identifies with the
church even though he
failed to make much men-
tion of it.

is is crass behavior as
might be seen through the
eyes of Roman Catholics
who put their trust in and
support behind the man
who is currently trying to
usurp their basic doctrinal
belief in sexual core values.
But it goes far beyond the
outspoken outrage of the
Roman Church.

e various doctrines
have hospitals and teaching
facilities all over the United
States. e president, and
lost-in-the-wilderness De-
mocrat senators who evi-
dently will vote for anything
that threatens partisan con-
trol, are trying to remove
the church and state provi-
sion of the constitution.
Every church member
should be aware that this at-
tempt, by a president who
disdains our culture and re-
ligious underpinnings, to
change the face of America
is a threat to our way of life.
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The cross, the
crossed and

the crass

Since 1962, when the
Supreme Court issued a
landmark decision in the
case of Engel v. Vitale de-
claring it unconstitutional
for one specific school,
the Union Free School
District No. 9 in Hyde
Park, N.Y., to require an
especially composed
prayer, school districts
and courts have acted in
concert to go beyond that
and eliminate all prayer
and religious activity from
school functions culmi-
nating in what some in
the news media have
called “a war on religion.”   

is has happened in
spite of the fact that the
Constitution of the United
States, in the First Amend-

ment adopted on Decem-
ber 15, 1791, clearly states
that “Congress shall make
no law respecting an es-
tablishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exer-
cise thereof.”

When I was in grade
school and high school,
Feb. 22 was a national hol-
iday commemorating the
birthday of George Wash-
ington, one of the found-
ing fathers and the first
president of the United
States of America.

On Oct. 3, 1789, Presi-

dent Washington issued a
proclamation in which he
declared, “It is the duty of
all nations to acknowl-
edge the providence of
Almighty God, to obey His
will, to be grateful for His
benefits, and humbly to
implore His protection
and favour.”  en, he de-
clared that this “great and
glorious Being,” who he
called “Almighty God,“ is
the beneficent author of
all the good that was, that
is, or that will be.  ere-
fore, the citizens of the na-
tion were called to “unite
in rendering unto Him”
their “sincere and humble
thanks for His care and
protection.”

He went on to call for

the people to “unite in
most humbly offering our
prayers and supplications
to the great Lord and
Ruler of Nations and be-
seech Him to pardon our
national and other trans-
gressions; — to enable us
all, whether in public or
private stations, to per-
form our several and rela-
tive duties properly and
punctually.”

Washington’s birthday
is no longer a national
holiday. But when our na-
tion is moving away from
the principles of the
founding fathers, his
birthday is a good time to
stop and think about the
direction we want it to
take.

A time to stop and think

Howard Coop
Contributing Writer
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The headquarters of the Southern Baptist Convention is shown in Nashville, Tenn., in December..

By TRAVIS LOLLER

Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn.  — Some South-
ern Baptists worry that their denomi-
nation’s name still carries the stigma
of a 19th century split with northern
Baptists over slavery. Others who
fought hard to build the brand and its
conservative theology and politics
don’t want to see it go.

So the idea to add the description of
“Great Commission Baptists” to the

name of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion might be a compromise that ex-
cites almost none of the 16 million
who make up the nation’s largest
Protestant denomination.

“It’s not clear-cut. We can’t fully
criticize or fully celebrate,” said
Jonathan Merritt, a faith and culture
writer and young minister at Cross
Pointe Church near Atlanta. He
wanted a new legal name.

“I serve in a big, multiethnic church
here in Atlanta, and as late as last Sun-

day there was an African-American
couple that said when they found out
we were a Southern Baptist church,
they almost didn’t join,” he said.

e “Great Commission” descrip-
tion endorsed by the SBC’s executive
committee on Tuesday would be
strictly optional. It still must be voted
on by delegates at the annual conven-
tion this summer. Southern Baptist
churches are independent, and many
of them don’t have “Southern” in their
names anyway.

Southern Baptist leaders OK
addition of ‘Great Commission’

Music

McKinney Christian Church — 6-
8 p.m. Sunday, e Turners will per-
form a two-hour concert. e church
is on Ky. 198 in McKinney. For more
information, call (606) 669-5638.

Good things to eat

Alum Springs First Church of
God — 5-7 p.m. Saturday, the men’s
group will sponsor a chili supper.
Tickets are $6. For more information,
call (859) 236-4859.

Fairview Christian Church — 5-7

p.m. Saturday, the church will have a
soup and sandwich supper. e meal
includes, soup, sandwich, dessert
and drink, all you can eat. Donations
will be accepted.

e church is on Ky. 52, six miles
east of Lancaster across from Paint
Lick Elementary School.

Lenten lunches

First Christian Church — noon-1
p.m. Mondays, the church will have
Lenten lunches open to the commu-
nity. e church is at 555 E. Lexington
Ave. e schedule includes:

Feb. 27: Jesus is Baptized, John

1:29-39, speaker is Tommy Valentine
and cooks are Henrietta Cannon and
Judy Major

March 5: First Miracle in Cana,
John 2:1-11, speaker is Sara Hempel
and cook is Nancy McMurry

March 12: Woman at the Well, John
4:5-42, speaker is Tom Huckleberry
and cook is Ann Barker

March 19: Jesus Walks on Water,
John 6:16-21, speaker is Dale Denton
and cook is Rosemary Hamblin

March 26: Lazarus and Jesus, John
11:1-44, speaker is Dr. Bill Curwood
and cook is Evelyn Page

April 2: e Crucifixion, John
19:17-30, speaker is Elmer Jackson
and cook is Susie Allen
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