
C M Y K C M Y K

PAGE A8    n    january 31, 2012    n    THE STaTE jOurnaL   n    Fr anKFOrT, KEnTuCK y

Storm Hits Northwest, Dry In The Plains

Sunny Pt. Cloudy Cloudy

A Pacific Northwest storm will produce more rain and high 
elevation snow in Washington and Oregon, while some snow is 
possible in the Northeast.  Rain and some thunderstorms are 
possible in the Southeast, but dry conditions are expected in the 
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Chicago
36° | 43°

Seattle
41° | 45°

San Francisco
45° | 57°

Los Angeles
47° | 74°

El Paso
29° | 65°

Houston
61° | 74°

Denver
23° | 49°

Billings
31° | 47°

Atlanta
43° | 65°

Miami
67° | 79°

Washington D.C.
43° | 65°

New York
45° | 58°Detroit

38° | 43°

Minneapolis
27° | 40°

frankfort conditions

yesterday’s high .  .  .  .  .  .  . 59
yesterday’s low .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 23
normal high  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .43
normal low .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 24
record high .  .  .  .  .  . 75(1916)
record low . .  .  .  .  .  . -9(1966)

Tonight

Local records

PRECIPITATION
yesterday .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0 .30
Month’s total .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3 .12
normal month to date .  .3 .15
year’s total .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3 .12
normal year to date .  . . . . .3 .15

SUNRISE/SUNSET
Sunset today  . . . . . . . . .6:01 p .m .
Sunrise tomorrow 7:45 a .m .
Sunset tomorrow  .6:02 p .m .
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Tonight/Wednesday
Wednesday, Feb. 1

City/Region
Low | High tempsForecast for

Paducah
49° | 61°

Memphis
54° | 65°

Nashville
49° | 61°

Louisville
52° | 59°

Chattanooga
40° | 63°

Knoxville
38° | 58°

Bristol
34° | 61°

Lexington
49° | 58°
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Tonight | Wednesday
Low I High temperatures for the city and Kentucky region

60 percent chance of 
showers.

WEATHER Wednesday

51˚
60 percent chance of 
showers.

59˚
40˚

Thursday

sunny.

55˚
35˚

Friday

Partly sunny.

54˚
40˚

Saturday

50 percent chance of 
showers.

50˚
38˚Summary of the week ahead:

unseasonable warmth continues through the weekend .
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Steam escapes from exelon Corp.’s nuclear plant in byron, Ill. 
the plant shut down Monday after losing power, and steam 
was being vented to reduce pressure, according to officials from 
exelon Nuclear and federal regulators.

By TAMMy WEBBER
associated Press

CHICAGO (AP) – Officials 
are investigating the events 
surrounding a power failure 
at a nuclear reactor in north-
ern Illinois, where steam 
was vented to reduce pres-
sure after it shut down.

After the shut down Mon-
day morning at Exelon Nu-
clear’s Byron Generating 
Station, operators began 
releasing steam to cool the 
reactor from the part of the 
plant where turbines are 
producing electricity, not 
from within the nuclear re-
actor itself, officials said. The 
steam contains low levels of 
tritium, a radioactive form 
of hydrogen, but federal and 
plant officials insisted the 
levels were safe for workers 
and the public.

Diesel generators were 
supplying the reactor with 
electricity, though it hasn’t 
been generating power dur-
ing the investigation into 
what happened. One ques-
tion is why smoke was seen 
from an onsite station trans-

former, though no evidence 
of a fire was found when the 
plant’s fire brigade respond-
ed, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission spokeswoman 
Viktoria Mitlyng said.

Exelon Nuclear off i-
cials believe a failed piece 
of equipment at a switch-
yard at the plant about 95 
miles northwest of Chicago 
caused the shutdown, but 
they were still investigating 
an exact cause. The switch-
yard is similar to a large sub-
station that delivers power 
to the plant from the electri-
cal grid and from the plant 
to the electrical grid.

The commission declared 
the incident an “unusual 
event,” the lowest of four lev-
els of emergency. Commis-
sion officials also said the 
release of tritium was ex-
pected.

Mitlyng said officials 
can’t yet calculate how much 
tritium was being released. 
They know the amounts 
were small because moni-
tors around the plant didn’t 
show increased levels of ra-
diation, she said.

Tritium molecules are 
so microscopic that small 
amounts are able to pass 
from radioactive steam 
that originates in the reac-
tor through tubing and into 
the water used to cool tur-
bines and other equipment 
outside the reactor, Mitlyng 
said. The steam that was 
being released was coming 
from the turbine side.

Tritium is relatively short-
lived and penetrates the 
body weakly through the air 
compared to other radioac-
tive contaminants.

Releasing steam helps 
“take away some of that en-
ergy still being produced 
by nuclear reaction but that 
doesn’t have anywhere to 
go now,” Mitlyng said. Even 
though the turbine is not 
turning to produce electric-
ity, she said, “you still need 
to cool the equipment.”

Candace Humphrey, Ogle 
County’s emergency man-
agement coordinator, said 
county officials were noti-
fied of the incident as soon 
as it happened and that pub-
lic safety was never in dan-

ger.
“It was standard proce-

dure that they would no-
tify county officials,” she 
said. “There is always con-
cern. But, it never crossed 
my mind that there was any 
danger to the people of Ogle 
County.”

Another reactor at the 
plant was operating nor-
mally.

In March 2008, federal of-
ficials said they were inves-
tigating a problem with elec-
trical transformers at the 
plant after outside power to 
a unit was interrupted.

In an unrelated issue last 
April, the commission said 
it was conducting special 
inspections of backup wa-
ter pumps at the Byron and 
Braidwood generating sta-
tions after the agency’s in-
spectors raised concerns 
about whether the pumps 
would be able to cool the re-
actors if the normal system 
wasn’t working. The plants’ 
operator, Exelon Corp., ini-
tially said the pumps would 
work but later concluded 
they wouldn’t.

Illinois reactor shutdown under investigation
operators began releasing steam Monday to cool it down

By JANET CAPPIELLO
associated Press

The Kentucky Depart-
ment of Education will pro-
pose this week that the state 
create a foundation specifi-
cally to fund innovative pub-
lic school projects to help 
students achieve.

The department plans 
to float the proposal at the 

two-day Board of Education 
meeting, which begins Tues-
day in Frankfort.

“With local, state and fed-
eral funding streams all be-
ing affected by budget cuts 
and lower tax revenues, it is 
imperative that we ensure 
we are taking advantage of 
all possible funding sources 
in order to provide the best 

learning environment in 
our schools,” Kevin Brown, 
associate commissioner of 
education, wrote in a staff 
memo to be presented to 
the board and posted on the 
KDE’s website.

A similar group, the Ken-
tucky Educational Foun-
dation, was formed in 1984 
and dissolved in 1993, state 

records show. It is unclear 
from documents filed with 
the Secretary of State’s office 
whether the foundation ev-
er raised or distributed any 
money.

Several foundations in 
the state gather and give out 
money for education, but 
no philanthropic group is 
aimed solely at promoting 
innovation, said Stu Silber-
man, executive director of 
the Prichard Committee for 
Academic Excellence.

“Having a focus just on 
innovation, I think, is a good 
thing for Kentucky,” Silber-
man said Monday. “I’m a re-

ally big believer in provid-
ing the right kind of niche 
for students ... in that type of 
environment they become 
totally engaged and they re-
ally excel. So the more of that 
we can do, the better.”

The Prichard Committee 
is an independent nonprof-
it agency that works to im-
prove education in the state 
from preschool through col-
lege.

Department spokeswom-
an Lisa Gross said Educa-
tion Commissioner Terry 
Holliday came up with the 
idea. She says such a founda-
tion would support his goal 

of finding additional rev-
enue for Kentucky’s public 
schools.

Gross said the depart-
ment is modeling the pro-
posed group on the Colorado 
Legacy Foundation, a non-
profit that funds innovative 
projects in that state’s public 
schools.

The CLF is specifical-
ly aligned with the goals of 
that state’s education de-
partment, yet it “can be 
more nimble than a Depart-
ment of Education can, said 
foundation spokeswoman 
Heather Fox.

Kentucky education officials floating foundation proposal

RELAX…
Peach Carpet Outlet has  
you covered for all your 

flooring needs!
Armstrong Vinyl • Bruce Hardwood
Quick Step Laminate • Shaw Carpet

– FREE ESTIMATES!
– QUALITY INSTALLATION!

Proudly serving Frankfort’s flooring 
needs for over 30 years!

Peach Carpet Outlet
502.227.2517 

Open Mon.-Fri. 9 AM-5 PM 2576 Lawrenceburg Rd.

a special supplement of

The State Journal & AdVantageWeddings

Engage More
Bridal Business-

Reach more brides and grooms when 
you run your ad in our upcoming 
Weddings section. This special 
supplement is the local bride’s go-to 
guide for wedding tips, products and 
services, making it the perfect place for 
you to advertise!

To learn more about this 
valuable opportunity,
contact Luke, Janna or Jack 
at 502-227-4556

Advertising Deadline: February 6th


