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Home Depot building finally has a buyer
Administrative Office of the Courts, smaller because of cuts, will move in within a year
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Who has a better chance of 
defeating President Obama, 
Newt Gingrich or Mitt Romney?
Gingrich, 30%   Romney, 69%
Total votes: 93
Vote on state-journal.com,
or mark your vote here and 
return to The State Journal.
Gingrich ® Romney®
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Newt or Mitt?
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The late John Booe, left, and his son, Charles Booe, center, the 
current owner of Rebecca Ruth Candies, speak with first lady 
Jane Beshear in their downtown store in September 2010. 

THE SCENE THAT DIDN’T MAKE IT
STILL, ‘THE GREY’ IS A TRUE THRILLER  •   RAYMER REEL TALK B8
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After sitting vacant for 
more than three years, the 
Home Depot building will 
house the Administrative 

Offi ce of the Courts under a 
lease-to-purchase contract 
signed last week.

AOC announced the sev-
en-year, $5.9 million con-
tract in a press release Mon-
day. It plans to reduce the 

fi gure by paying off the 14.1-
acre property in less than 
seven years.

“This move will mean 
significant long-term sav-
ings for the Judicial Branch,” 
AOC Director Laurie Dud-

geon said in a statement.
“The AOC will save 

$200,000 a year for the 
length of the lease, and we’ll 
own the building outright in 
seven years, with the inten-
tion of paying it off sooner to 

reduce the purchase price. 
“We’ll save at least $1 mil-

lion each year in rent once 
the purchase is complete.”

AOC currently leases its 
139,000-square-foot facility 
at 100 Millcreek Park for $1.3 

million per year, and the 
agency has spent $15.8 mil-
lion in rent and renovations 
since moving there in 1987, 
the release says. 

See HOME DEPOT, A7
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The Executive Branch Ethics 
Commission has fined a former 
Department of Agriculture em-
ployee who tried to burrow into 
the merit system as well as three 
others on unrelated violations.

Danita Fentress-Laird, the de-
partment’s former director of per-
sonnel and budget, admitted she 
violated ethics codes and agreed 
to pay a $1,500 fi ne.

The ethics commission, like the 
Personnel Board, found Fentress-
Laird infl uenced her superiors to 
create an assistant director posi-
tion in her division and ensured 
she was hired into it in December 
2010. 

The move would’ve protected 
her in the state employee merit 
system once former Agriculture 
Commissioner Richie Farmer left 
offi ce.

The ethics commission says 
Fentress-Laird drafted the posi-
tion description and job duties; as-
signed her subordinate, Alisa Ed-
wards, to interview candidates; 
gave interview questions and pos-
sible acceptable answers to Ed-
wards; and made “no attempt to 
abstain from participating in the 
hiring process” by answering ques-
tions from possible applicants and 
not removing herself from the reg-
ister team.

“All of these actions show Fen-
tress-Laird’s failure to avoid con-
duct that would lead members of 
the public to conclude that she was 
using her offi cial position to fur-
ther her own professional or pri-
vate interests,” the ethics commis-
sion said Monday.

Fentress-Laird and another De-
partment of Agriculture employee, 
Kathryn Willis, were the focus of a 
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Auditors say they faced “signifi cant delays” 
getting the data needed to complete Kentucky 
State University’s 2011 report, but officials 
blame technical diffi culties that have since 
been fi xed.

Auditors from Lexington-based Dean Dor-
ton Allen Ford say their entire report was 
stalled as they waited for information from 
KSU.

The report notes delays in getting informa-
tion about monthly cash transactions, capital 
assets, accounts receivable, grants and liabili-
ties during their examination.

“This weakness in accounting infrastruc-
ture increases the risk of errors in the fi nan-
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A 21-year-old was killed Monday evening 
when the car he was driving hit a tree about 
five miles east of Frankfort on Woodlake 
Road. 

Matthew Miller of Frankfort was ejected 
from the car.

Miller was northbound on Woodlake when 
his 1994 Honda left the roadway – because 
he was traveling at a high rate of speed – and 
struck a tree, Kentucky State Police Trooper 
Ron Turley said.

Miller was thrown from the vehicle before 
it came to a rest on the road on top of his body, 
according to a press release from state police. 
He was not wearing a seatbelt.

A 17-year-old passenger was taken to Uni-
versity of Kentucky Hospital for treatment of 
non-life threatening injuries, Turley said. He 
was wearing his seatbelt.

The passenger’s name was not released be-
cause he is a juvenile.

The investigation is ongoing.
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Editor’s note: Martin Booe, son of the 
late John Booe and a former freelance 
writer for The L.A. Times and Wash-
ington Post, will provide a full account 
of John Booe’s life that will be fea-
tured in The State Journal Sunday.

John Booe, owner of Re-
becca Ruth Candies and son 
of the late Ruth Booe, died 
Monday after a two-month 
battle with pulmonary fi-

brosis. He was 85.
“I’m sure many people 

will miss him,” Charles 
Booe, John Booe’s son, told 
The State Journal hours af-
ter his father’s death. “He’s a 
very well-liked individual.”

John Booe was born to 
Douglas and Ruth Hanly 
Booe in 1927, several years 
after his mother started 
selling candies. 

In 1964, Ruth Booe re-

tired and John Booe took 
over. He became co-owner 
of the business in 1997 when 
he sold it to Charles.

Even into his 80s, John 
Booe was at the business 
place on Second Street ev-
ery day, Charles Booe said.

John Booe left the shop 
in November after he be-
gan experiencing breath-
ing problems, his son said. 

John Booe 1927-2012

See BOOE, A7
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Rebecca Ruth Candies owner dies

21-year-old 
killed when 
car hits tree
Passenger, 17, at UK

Woman 
fi ned for 
ethics 
violation
She tried to force her 
way into merit system

See KSU AUDIT, A7

KSU auditors 
dealt with long 
delays for data
Accounting weaknesses 
increase risk of errors
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Amelia Berry laughs as she, her daughter, Rosie Delambre, 2, and Liam Breeck, 17 
months, stretch during Family Movement Time at the Frankfort Yoga Studio.

Elle Fulkerson and her daughter, Katie, reach to the 
left as they stretch.

Andi Breeck and her 17-month-old son, Liam, stretch together at the Frankfort 
Yoga Studio.


