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KENTUCKY CAPTURES EIGHTH NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — No
matter where Anthony Davis and
his buddies go to make their mil-
lions, their ol' Kentucky home will
long remember this championship
season.

The Wildcats hit the jackpot with
their lottery picks Monday night,
ignoring Davis' bad shooting night
and parlaying a roster full of NBA
talent into a 67-59 victory over
Kansas for the team's eighth
national title — and its first since
1998.

The one-and-doners did it in a
wire-to-wire victory — a little dicey
at the end — to cap a season in
which anything less than bringing a
title back to the Bluegrass State
would have been a downer. They
led coach John Calipari to his first
title in four trips to the Final Four
with three different schools.

"This is not about me. This is
about these 13 players," Calipari
said. "This is about the Big Blue
Nation."

Doron Lamb, a sophomore with
first-round-draft-pick possibilities,
led the Wildcats (38-2) with 22
points, including back-to-back 3-
pointers that put them up by 16
with 10 minutes left.

The Jayhawks (32-7), kings of
the comeback all season, fought to
the finish and trimmed that deficit
to five with 1:37 left. But Kentucky
made five free throws down the
stretch to seal the win.

Davis' fellow lottery prospect,
Michael Kidd-Gilchrist, was anoth-
er headliner, creating space for
himself to score all 11 of his points
in the first half.

Davis, meanwhile, might have
had the most dominating six-point
night in the history of college bas-
ketball, earning the nod as the
most outstanding player. He fin-
ished with 16 rebounds, six blocks,
five assists and three steals — and

made his only field goal with 5:13
left in the game. It was a surefire
illustration of how the 6-foot-10
freshman can exert his will on a
game even on a rare night when
the shot isn't falling.

"Well, it's not me, it's these guys

behind me," Davis said after his 1-
for-10 performance. "They led us
this whole tournament. This whole
game I was struggling offensively,
and I told my team, every time
down, you all score the ball; I'm
just gonna defend and rebound."

So much easier when you've got
teammates like this. Davis is the
likely first pick in the draft should
he choose to come out, and Kidd-
Gilchrist won't be far behind.
Another first-round prospect, fresh-
man Marquis Teague, had 14
points. And yet another, sophomore
Terrence Jones, had nine points,
seven rebounds and two of
Kentucky's 11 blocked shots.

"We've got a lot of great players
on this team,'" Teague said. "Other
players stepped up and made
plays. He had confidence in us to
make plays and that's what we
tried to do."

Kansas also has a lottery pick in
AP All-American Thomas
Robinson. But he was harassed all
night by Davis and Jones and fin-
ished with 18 points and 17
rebounds on a 6-for-17 shooting
night.

The Jayhawks won the "B''
League this year, as Calipari
avenged a final-game loss to Bill
Self back in 2008 when Cal was
coaching the Tigers. Not a bad sea-
son in Lawrence, though, consider-
ing where KU began.

Kansas lost four of its top five
scorers off last year's roster. There
were times early in the season
when Self and his old buddy and
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Kentucky freshman Michael Kidd-Gilchrist celebrates after helping the Wildcats to a 67-59 win over Kansas in the national championship game.
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The Kentucky Wildcats captured their first NCAA National Championship since 1998 and
eighth overall. Kentucky finished the season with a 38-2 record.
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