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ANDERSON COUNTY
Coach: Mark Peach
Class: 5A
Last year: 12-3 (Lost to Bowling Green in 

state finals)
Top players: Austin Hall (TE/DE), Gran-

ville Hayes (RB/DB), Ross Cox (WR/DB), 
Tristin Ashburn (FB/LB), Crockett Cosby 
(OL/DL), Darius Harvey (OL/DL), Landon 
Searcy (OL/DL), Zach Carmichael (QB).

Outlook: The Bearcats, who made their 
first-ever state finals last year, have holes 
to fill (especially those left by stars Ethan 
Kelly and Seth Carmichael). Cosby, Harvey 
and Searcy are experienced linemen. Hayes 
(500 rushing yards, 8 TDs last year) and 
Cox (400 receiving yards, 6 TDs) should 
provide offensive spark. Zach Carmichael 
will take over for his brother at QB.  

BEREA
Coach: Adam Coleman
Class: A
Last year: 4-7 (Lost to Harlan in first 

round of playoffs)
Top players: Daniel Hubbard (OL/DL), 

Hunter Wilson (FB/DE), Zach Cunningham 
(RB/LB), Devin Hester (RB/DB). Eli Woodie 
(WR/S), Robert Smith (OL/DL), Corey Mow-
ery (RB/DB), Deondre Tate (QB/DB).

Outlook: The Pirates won three of their 
last five regular-season games in 2011, 
and hope to pick up that momentum with 
returning contributors. Hubbard and Smith 
will anchor the lines. Wilson, Cunningham 
and Hester will ease the load on freshman 
QB Tate.

BOURBON COUNTY
Coach: John Hodge
Class: 3A
Last year: 8-4 (Lost to Powell County in 

second round of playoffs)
Top players: Kentay-

vus Hopkins (RB/SS), 
Jaxson Hilander (WR/
DB), Hadyn Cox (WR/
DB), Dakota Mitchell 
(LB), Lucas Rutledge 
(OL/DL), Chase Berry 
(OL/DL), Jake Fooks (TE/
DE), Brent Holman (RB/
LB), Dalton Pope (QB/
DB).

Outlook: Hopkins rushed for 2,957 yards 
and 38 TDs last season and will be the cen-
terpiece of the new coach’s offense. Pope 
is a transfer from Nicholas County, where 
he threw for almost 1,000 yards last year. 
Hilander had 600 receiving yards and 8 TDs 
last fall. Cox is a veteran receiver. Mitchell 
led the team in tackles in 2011.

CLARK COUNTY
Coach: Steven Collins
Class: 6A
Last year: 3-8 (Lost to Ryle in first 

round of playoffs)
Top players: Darian Skinner (QB/DB), 

C.D. Spight (RB/LB), D’Avon Marshall (SB/
DB), Sylan Mays (DL), Trevor Satterly (OL/
DL), Brent Stoneking (WR), Khmarkis Blan-
ton (WR), Kyle Wipert (WR), Logan Burchett 
(QB). 

Outlook: Replacing Pokey Harris (more 
than 2,000 all-purpose yards) will be done 

by “spreading the wealth” 
according to first-year 
coach Collins. Skinner, 
Spight, Marshall, Blanton, 
Stoneking and Wipert will 
share the load. Mays and 
Satterly will anchor the 
lines. Thirty-one seniors 
will make for a mature 
team.

EAST JESSAMINE
Coach: Mike Bowlin
Class: 5A
Last year: 5-6 (Lost to Conner in first 

round of playoffs)
Top players: Hayden Tatum (RB/TE/

LB), Tyler Edmundson (OL/DL), Blake Hinkle 
(RB/LB), Jacob Goldey (WR/DB), Billy 
Mitchell (OL/DL), Skyler Rose (QB/DB), 
Clay Harrison (WR/DB).

Outlook: The Jaguars must replace 
Cameron Thomas and his 1,700 rushing 
yards, but Hinkle, who ran for 679 yards 
last year, returns to spark the offense. 
Tatum has experience at receiver. Rose will 
take over the QB reins. Edmundson and 
Mitchell are veteran linemen.  

FRANKFORT
Coach: Craig Foley
Class: A
Last year: 7-6 (Lost to Beechwood in 

third round of playoffs)
Top players: Aaron Jackson WR/

DB), Chris Hawkins (QB/FB/TE/DL), D.J. 
Washington (FB/TE/DL), Jalen Washington 
(Ath), Jackson O’Daniel (OL/DL), J.J. Jones 
(RB/LB).

Outlook: Jackson is a big-time talent 
(offers from Navy, EKU and Liberty) who 
had 591 receiving yards last year. Hawk-
ins is getting Division II attention. They’ll 
spark the team on both sides of the ball. A 
non-district schedule including Rockcastle 
County, Green County and Franklin County 
will prep the Panthers for district play.

FRANKLIN COUNTY
Coach: Chris Tracy
Class: 5A
Last year: 11-1 (Lost to Conner in second 

round of playoffs)
Top players: Ryan Timmons (WR/DB), 

Logan Woodside (QB), Chris Roberts (RB/
DL), Greg Maupin (WR/LB), Joshua Pedone 
(TE/DB), James Maddox (RB/DB), Lorenzo 
McCaskell (WR/DB).

Outlook: Franklin County averaged 
50 points a game last year, and has the 
firepower to be just as potent. Timmons 
(2,482 yards, 38 TDs rushing and receiv-
ing), Roberts (1,250 yards, 17 TDs rushing 
and receiving), Maupin (573 yards, 7 TDs 
receiving) and Woodside (2,560 yards, 29 
TDs passing) will be complemented by a 
supporting cast that got valuable experi-
ence in backup roles last season.

MADISON CENTRAL
Coach: Bert Browne
Class: 6A
Last year: 5-6 (Lost to Boone County in 

first round of playoffs)
Top players: Dominique Hawkins (RB/

DB), Hunter Stocker (QB), Brandon Parks 
(DE), Tucker Fair (LB), Taylor Nunley (OL/

DL), Jamez Chenault 
(RB/DB), Ken-Jah Bosley 
(WR/DB), Paul Couch 
(DE), Austin Coyle (SS).

Outlook: The Indians 
should be ready to put 
three losing seasons 
in a row behind them. 
They return talented 
skill people, including 

Hawkins (1,167 yards rushing), Chenault 
(427 yards rushing) and Stocker (1,046 
yards passing and running). Fair and Parks, 
two of leading tacklers last season, will lead 
the defense.

MADISON SOUTHERN
Coach: Jon Clark
Class: 5A
Last year: 2-8 (Did not make playoffs)
Top players: Adam Simpson (QB/WR), 

Devante Linville (QB/WR/DB), Damien Har-
ris (RB), Clayton Barnes (OL), Matt Howard 
(OL), Steven Brown (OL), Cosy Ocelli (RB), 
Coty Russell (RB), Brett Sipple (DL), Tyler 
Hagan (LB), Casey Dionne (DB), Derek 
Howard (DL), Aaron Sipple (LB).

Outlook: With nine starters back on 
offense and on defense, the Eagles expect 
to take a step forward under second-year 
coach Clark. Russell (790 yards, 9 TDs 
rushing), Harris (742 yards, 11 TDs rushing), 
Linville (733 yards passing) and Simpson 
(600 all-purpose yards, 8 TDs) return to 
spark the offense. Hagan, Dionne and the 
Sipples were among leading tacklers last 
season.

PARIS
Coach: Brian Washington
Class: A
Last year: 1-10 (Lost to Beechwood in 

first round of playoffs)
Top players: Nate 

Stevens (QB/DB), Tre 
Howard (OL/DL), Malik 
Washington (RB/LB), 
James Clark (RB/DB), 
Aaron Williams (RB/DB).

Outlook: Washington 
begins his second stint 
as Greyhounds coach 
and tries to revitalize 
the program. Stevens 

will spark the offense. He passed and ran 
for 1,500 yards and 14 TDs last season. 
Washington will anchor the defense. He had 
77 solo tackles last year.

SCOTT COUNTY
Coach: Jim McKee
Class: 6A
Last year: 14-1 (Lost to Trinity in state 

finals)
Top players: Scott Daniel (WR), Dierrius 

Dumphord (RB), Damon Gray (LB), Kevo 
Edwards (RB), Thorrin Brant (OL), Von 
Christopher (DB), Charles Hughley (OL), Pat 
Murray (S), Akil Campbell (DE), Clay McKee 
(QB).

Outlook: The Cardinals have a tough act 
to follow after going unbeaten until losing 
to Trinity in state finals. But don’t sell them 
short. Dumphord (1,209 yards, 20 TDs) and 
Edwards (677 yards, 7 TDs) return to the 
backfield. Daniel (48 catches, 971 yards, 9 
TDs) is terrific at wideout. Gray is a force 

on defense. Brant and Hughley are offensive 
line veterans.

WEST JESSAMINE
Coach: Graham Heasley
Class: 5A
Last year: 1-9 (Did not make playoffs)
Top players: Robby Irgang (LB/WR), 

Ryan Horne (QB), Greg Gibson (OL/DL); 
Carter Hahn (LB/TE), Devin Taylor (RB/LB), 
Hunter Knuckles (LB/TE), Cody Jasper (OL/
DL), Parker Lewis (OL/DL), Derrick Little 
(OL), Tyler Stewart (OL/DL), Carson Ball 
(WR), Jared Bowling (DL).

Outlook: The Colts’ only win last season 
was sweet, coming against archrival East 
Jessamine. They expect a much better 
overall showing this year. Irgang, a 6-foot-
2, 215-pound linebacker, will spark the 
defense. Horne (1,061 yards, 13 TDs rushing 
and passing) and Taylor (438 yards rushing) 
will ignite the offense.

WESTERN HILLS
Coach: Don Miller
Class: 5A
Last year: 5-6 (Lost to Russell in first 

round of playoffs)
Top players: Casey McLean (RB/LB), 

Zach Hart (OL/LB), Nick Lockett (RB/
LB), Trey Drury (OL/DL), Jared Banta (OL/
DL), Ethan Cox (RB/DB), Mason Nicholson 
(RB/DB), Daniel Childress (QB/DB), Tyree 
Childress (OL/DL), Nick Young (QB/DB), 
Darreck Rogers (OL/DL).

Outlook: The Wolverines return three 
offensive linemen (Drury, Banta, Hart) and 
three linebackers (McLean, Hart, Lockett), 
but they’re young just about everywhere else.

WOODFORD COUNTY
Coach: Steve Stonebraker
Class: 5A
Last year: 6-4 (Did not make playoffs)
Top players: Conrad Smart (FB/LB), 

Elijah Jones (OL/DL), Kris Walling (OL/DL), 
Cody Allen (OL/DL), Logan Anderson (OL/
DL), Domonique Jackson (OL/DL), George 
Bowen (QB), Jaren Holts (RB/DB), Wyatt 
Jobe (WR/DB), Jacob Lippert (TE/DE).

Outlook: Last year, the Yellowjackets 
had veterans at the skill positions but were 
inexperienced up front. The opposite is true 
this season. Jones leads a strong corps of 
linemen. Smart will be a force at fullback 
and linebacker. Woodford County’s offense 
must develop to keep pace in a district that 
includes Franklin County and Anderson 
County.

By Mike Fields, mfields@herald-leader.com
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Scott County’s Dierrius Dumphord ran 
for 1,209 yards and 20 touchdowns 
last season.

PABLO ALCALA | palcala@herald-leader.com

Strasburg issue.
Much of baseball and 

many in the media believe 
the general manager to be 
insane. You have to go for 
the title, they say. Right here, 
right now. The window of op-
portunity is often small. Who 
knows what could happen 
next year?

The old saying: Tomorrow 
never comes.

Rizzo is more Fleetwood 
Mac, don’t stop thinking about 
tomorrow. He wants more 
than a one-year run for his 
Nats. The best way to do that 
is to keep Strasburg healthy.

Does shutting down the 
right-hander guarantee many 
injury-free seasons? No. 
Strasburg could hurt his arm 
next year or the year after. 
Injuries happen. 

Yet Rizzo says he has 
done plenty of research on 
the situation and feels con-
fident he’s taking the right 
path, even if the sample size 
is small. There are not many 
pitchers who throw in the 
high 90s and also underwent 
Tommy John surgery.

Here are two: Miami’s 
Josh Johnson and ex-Chicago 
Cub Kerry Wood. 

As Jayson Stark of ESPN 
pointed out, a year after un-
dergoing ligament surgery at 
age 23, Johnson pitched 209 
innings at age 25. He’s had 
more arm problems since, 
pitching just 60 innings in 
2011 at age 27. But he’s 
bounced back to throw 1471⁄3 
innings this season. 

Wood underwent surgery 
at 22 and then averaged 
nearly 200 innings a year 
from age 24 to age 26. He 
was never the same and is 
now retired.

The Nationals aren’t 
trying something new with 
Strasburg. They shut down 
Jordan Zimmermann last year 
after 161 innings when the 
now 26-year-old right-hander 
was coming off Tommy John 
surgery. Zimmermann is cur-
rently 9-7 with a 2.38 ERA.

Leo Mazzone, the crusty 
former Atlanta Braves pitch-
ing coach, went on ESPN 
Radio on Wednesday and 
said of the plan, “I think it’s 
absolutely pathetic, to be 
honest with you.”

Mazzone insisted it was un-
fair to the Nationals veterans 
who might not get another 
chance at playing in the post-
season, as if it was Strasburg’s 
and Rizzo’s responsibility to 
make sure every player wins a 
World Series.

Rizzo told the Washington 
Post’s Thomas Boswell that 
even his own father disagrees 
with him.

Good pitching is a prized 
commodity, however, that 
should be treated carefully, not 
recklessly. Especially young 
pitching. Through medicine 
and data we now know more 
than we ever did before about 
arms and pitchers and the 
long-term effects that work-
load has on a pitcher’s arm.

Moreover, starting pitchers 
of Strasburg’s ability don’t 
come around often. The Nats 
are smart to protect their 
investment even if it means 
sacrificing short-term success.

Even World Series success.

John Clay: (859) 231-3226. 
Email: jclay@herald-leader.com 
Blog: johnclay.bloginky.com.  
Twitter: @johnclayiv.
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to learn a new system, so why 
make it more difficult on them 
and slow down their progres-
sion for fun?” he said.

The former Bryan Station 
standout is less than a year 
removed from being in the 
place of Jordan Swindle, Zach 
Myers, T.J. Jones, Jon Toth 
and Jordan Watson.

“It’s not easy at all,” Miller 
said. “You have to categorize 
information and assimilate it 
very quickly. It’s not easy by 
any stretch of the imagina-
tion.”

This group may need to 
grow up faster than most, after 
UK lost three longtime con-
tributors on the offensive line 
in Stuart Hines, Chandler Bur-
den and Billy Joe Murphy. The 
trio combined for 75 starts.

Hines and Burden, who 
had 58 of those starts, com-
prised the entire left side of 
the line, the blind side for 
whichever quarterback is 
named the starter for UK’s 
opener at Louisville.

Miller is slated to be the 
starting left tackle next to 
redshirt freshman guard Zach 
West, a former Lexington 
Christian standout.

The coaches seem com-
fortable with the first group 
of linemen — even though 
they’re young — but that sec-
ond group is a question.

“I’m comfortable with five 
or six of the offensive line-
men, but there are some guys 
who need to come on,” offen-
sive coordinator Randy Sand-
ers said before camp. “If we 
go through a rash of injuries, 
it will get very difficult.”

The two returning starters, 
center Matt Smith and two-
time All-Southeastern Confer-
ence guard Larry Warford, 
knew they’d probably need help 
from this freshman class, so 
they took it upon themselves to 
be coaches this summer, when 
the actual coaches aren’t per-

mitted to work with players.
Having Smith and Warford 

around as surrogate coaches 
has helped the young linemen 
get a jump.

“I don’t know how the 
freshmen would have survived 
without those two,” Watson 
said at Media Day. “We’re a 
young, green bunch, and Matt 
Smith and Larry Warford have 
been as supportive as I could 
have ever dreamed an upper-
classman would be. There’s 
been no hazing, no taunting, 
no intimidation factor.”

Fellow freshman Swindle 
called the veteran duo: “Awe-
some.”

“They walked us through 
all of the plays and every-
thing, and if it wasn’t for them 
I don’t think I’d be where I 
am with the playbook and ev-
erything,” he said.

The playbook is the hard-
est thing to wrap your mind 
around when you make the 
jump from high school to col-
lege, Warford said.

“It’s understanding what 
everybody else is doing and 
how the schemes are work-
ing,” Warford said this sum-
mer. “Transitioning from very 
basic concepts to these com-
plex things, it’s very tough as 
a freshman. But it’s just crazy 
how quickly they’re learning 
and all that.”

And it’s not just about 
knowing what’s going on, 
Smith said.

“It’s just the speed of how 
fast you need to know things,” 
the senior center said of mak-
ing the jump from high school 
to college. “We get up to the 
line and we’ve got about three 
or four seconds before we have 
to make all of our calls, know 
what the defense is and adjust 
to anything that happens.

“It’s more mental than 
physical because everybody 
at this level is pretty strong 
and pretty fast so it’s all about 
how quick you can pick up on 
things.”

Both Sanders and head 
coach Joker Phillips seemed 
optimistic that the young line 
will be able to make the ad-
justment.

“While we will be some-
what limited up front, I ex-
pect us to be better than we 
have been in other years since 
I’ve been here,” Sanders said.

“I just think our guys are 
more talented. They’re not as 
experienced, but they’re more 
talented.”

 Practice report
Sophomore running back 

Josh Clemons experienced 

swelling in his surgically re-
paired knee after UK’s scrim-
mage on Saturday and hasn’t 
been able to practice since 
then, position coach Steve 
Pardue said Wednesday.

Clemons had an MRI on 
Tuesday and they are still 
waiting for the results.

“He’s ready to play men-
tally, we just have to make 
sure he’s back healthy,” Par-
due said. “He needs reps. … 
To be a great player, you have 
to practice. … Hopefully we’ll 
get him back and he’ll get 
those.”

Pardue indicated that the 
starting job is a dead heat, 
with CoShik Williams and 
Raymond Sanders running 
1 and 1A. Sanders, who had 
both knees scoped last sea-
son, has trimmed down and 
looks his “best since I’ve been 
here.”
■ Freshman offensive line-

man Zach Myers suffered a 
high ankle sprain and is in a 
boot.

Jennifer Smith: (859) 231-3241. 
Twitter: @jenheraldleader. Blog: 
ukfootball.bloginky.com.
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ATLANTA — Georgia State football coach Bill 
Curry announced Wednesday he will retire after 
the 2012 season. 

Curry, 69, also has coached at Georgia Tech, 
Alabama and Kentucky.

Curry was coach at Kentucky from 
1990-96, posting a 26-52 record.

Curry’s time at Georgia State was 
unique. He was hired in 2008 to start the 
program and led the Panthers to a 6-5 
record in their inaugural 2010 season.

“The opportunity to start a football 
program at a university that I love, in my 
hometown, and the privilege to coach 
these young men has been one of the 
highlights of my career,” Curry said. “This has 
been a labor of love, but after this season, it will 
be the right time to step away from coaching..”

Georgia State finished 3-8 in 2011, leaving 
Curry 9-13 in two seasons.

Georgia State announced in April it will move 
up to the Football Bowl Subdivision in 2013 as a 

member of the Sun Belt Conference. With Curry’s 
announcement, the school will make that move 
with a new coach.

Georgia State will play in the Colonial Athletic 
Association this season.

Athletic Director Cheryl L. Levick said 
the school will conduct a national search 
for a new coach following the season.

Curry’s contract ends on June 20, 
2013. Following the season, he plans to 
assume a role working with Georgia State 
University President Mark Becker at least 
through the end of the contract.

His overall record is 92-118-4 in 19 
seasons.

Curry, an alumnus of Georgia Tech, 
was a center in the NFL for 10 seasons with the 
Green Bay Packers (1965-66), Baltimore Colts 
(1967-72), Houston Oilers (1973) and Los Angeles 
Rams (1974).

He played in two Pro Bowls.
He worked for 11 years as a college football ana-

lyst for ESPN before he was hired by Georgia State.

Georgia State’s Bill Curry to retire after season
Associated Press

Curry

“It’s more mental than 
physical because everybody 
at this level is pretty strong 

and pretty fast … .”
Matt Smith, 

UK senior offensive lineman
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