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Business, C5: After injuries to babies, 
 popular seats need restraint belts.
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YOUNG CATS ON THE LINE
UK freshman offensive linemen counting on veterans to show them the way

Tates Creek football coach says he has a lot of guys who can make plays, if they get the chance
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FRANKFORT — Doctors complained to 
state legislators Wednesday that legitimate 
medical care is getting entangled in the new 
law meant to shut down “pill mills.”

Lawmakers hoped to cut off the flow of 
prescription pain pills to addicts this year 
through House Bill 1 and emergency regula-
tions approved by Gov. Steve Beshear.

However, as an unintended consequence, 
the law forces doctors to jump through need-
less hoops, sometimes while they rush to pro-
vide medical care in hospitals, witnesses told 
a panel of Senate and House members study-
ing the implementation of HB 1. 

Attention deficit disorder medications for 
children, testosterone for various ailments and 
post-operative pain medicine all are affected, 
they said. Criminal penalties are included in 
the law.

“Unfortunately, I’ve heard some physicians 
say, ‘Well, I’ll just quit prescribing controlled 
substances,’” said William “Chip” Adams, an 
attorney for Murray-Calloway County Hospi-
tal. “While that may be a laudable goal, there 
are people who need controlled substances.”

Doctors 
criticize 
new ‘pill 
mill’ law
LEGITIMATE PRESCRIPTIONS 

ARE HINDERED, THEY SAY
By John Cheves

jcheves@herald-leader.com
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 No one expected Campaign 
2012 to be positive or uplifting. 
The country’s problems are too 
severe and the battle lines be-
tween Republicans and Democrats 
have been hardened by almost 

four years of conflict between the 
White House and Congress.

But what is most striking 
about the campaign at this point 
is not just the negativity or the 
sheer volume of attack ads rain-

ing down on voters in the swing 
states. It is the sense that all re-
straints are gone, the guardrails 
have disappeared and there is no 
incentive for anyone to hold back. 
The other guy does it, so we’re go-
ing to do it too.

Mitt Romney’s selection of 
Rep. Paul Ryan of Wisconsin  as 

BARRAGE OF NEGATIVITY SHOWS RESTRAINTS ARE GONE

Attacks come early and often in presidential race

By Dan Balz
The Washington Post

ANALYSIS
The battleground states: The 
economic status of key swing 
states is likely to affect who will 
be elected in November. Page A8
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Eastern Kentucky Univer-
sity President Doug Whitlock 
announced Wednesday morn-
ing that he will retire July 31.

Whitlock, who turned 
69 on Sunday, made the an-
nouncement at the annual 
convocation for faculty and 
staff after five years in the 
job. His retirement will come 
a year before his contract was 
set to expire in 2014.

“It’s time,” he said Wednes-
day after his speech. “My 
work will end just before my 
70th birthday. I’m proud of 
what we’ve accomplished on 
my watch, but this institu-
tion needs a new capital cam-
paign, and you have to have 

WHITLOCK’S LEADERSHIP PRAISED

EKU president 
announces 2013 

retirement
By Linda B. Blackford

lblackford@herald-leader.com

Doug Whitlock,  
EKU president 

since 2007, 
graduated from 
the university 
and has been 
an administra-

tor there almost 
non-stop since 

1968.

Principal Michael Price greeted Demonte Davis, 9, on Wednesday as he got off a bus at Breck-
inridge Elementary in Lexington. Fayette experienced no major problems as schools reopened.
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SCHOOL YEAR BEGINS

Michael Price began his opening day as 
principal of Lexington’s Breckinridge Elemen-
tary School just after 7 a.m. Wednesday by 
greeting the first students arriving for the re-
opening of classes.

“Hi, and welcome back,” he exclaimed. “I’m 
Principal Price, and it’s great to see you.”

For the next two hours, Price was a blur 
of motion around the school, exchanging fist 
bumps and high fives with students, directing 
kids to their classrooms, comforting young-
sters (and a few parents) struggling with 
separation anxiety, and giving pep talks to 
teachers.

Price, 37, 
was an assis-
tant principal 
at Tates Creek 
Middle School 
before recently 

taking over at Breckinridge. He says he’s al-
ways excited on the first day of school.

“It’s like Christmas for me,” he said, watch-
ing Breckinridge come to life again after the 
summer break. “I can’t think of another pro-
fession where you get a new start every year 
and a new chance to make a difference in 
people’s lives.”

About 40,000 students were on the move 
all across Lexington on Wednesday as the Fay-
ette County public schools kicked of the 2012-
13 school year. The scramble back to classes 
produced no significant problems, district 
spokeswoman Lisa Deffendall said.

FOR NEW 
PRINCIPAL, 

IT’S BEST 
OF TIMES

First day’s excitement 
‘like Christmas’

By Jim Warren
jwarren@herald-leader.com

Packed and ready to go: Get the upper hand on 
preparing school lunches for your children. Page B1

Xavier Newby, 
left, and 
Micah Patrick 
learned a 
clapping 
game in Whit-
ney Moffett’s 
first grade 
classroom at 
Breckinridge 
Elementary.

See SCHOOL, A2

See a photo gallery online.
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See You at the Fair!
KentuckyOne Health is a major sponsor of the Kentucky State Fair, August 16–26
at the Kentucky Exposition Center in Louisville.

KentuckyOne will host the largest health care exhibit in the “Health Horizons” area of

the South Wing that will focus on the organization’s new statewide health care structure

as well as its unsurpassed and undisputable leadership in cardiovascular care.

The exhibit will feature health information, screenings and tours through a giant

inflatable, walk-though interactive heart — a first for the Kentucky State Fair!

KentuckyOneHealth.org

For more information, visit
kystatefair.org.
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