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GARDENING YlRDSMART 

Control backyard flies naturally 
Predator insects are a 

valuable means of control
ling problem pests such as 
aphids, which are the prey 
of ladybugs and praying 
mantids. Gardeners reo 
lease live ladybugs into the 
landscape to keep aphid 
populations at bay. 

The same power of na
ture is available to control 
flies. They pester us, tor
ture pets and invade our 
hom~. Mine originate in 
my horse corrals, hut may 
congregate where there 
are dogs, caged pets, bru::k
yard chickens and COIll

posting operations. House 
and stable flies are tough to 
control with chemicals. 
They aIC even harder to 
knock down with botanical 
pesticides, which an:: plant
based but still quite toxic. 

Last year, I tested an in
novative method of fly 
control because my horse 
get!; hives from the fly 
spray and he rubs the hair 
off wherever they bite him. 
So I tried a green solution 
- Fly Predators - to my 
stable-ny population. Fly 
Predators are small wasps 
that disrupt the reproduc
tive process of flies to re
duce the number of off
spring. 

Spalding Labs produces 
Hy Predators and the 
process is described on 
thei r website, www. 
Spalding-labs. com. 

When boarding my 
horse, I could not use 
Predatou because there 
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were too many other 
boarders who did not want 
to participate. When I 
moved to the country and 
now have my horse at 
home, I tested the Fly 
Predators to reduce fly 
populations without using 
chemicals. Here the Pred
ators didn't eliminate all 
the flies, but Significantly 
reduced their numbers 
with this alternative to tox
ic sprays. 

This winter I discovered 
something new. The Pred
atars had spread out over 
my property and were 
hanging around dog excre
mellt, too. That helped me 
realize this could be un ide
al way of controlling flies 
in the family backyard 
where chemical solutions 
would be toxic to kids and 
pets. I'redators are doubly 
useful for backyard fanns 
with chickens, rabbits, 
goats or a dog run where 
feces can become highly 
cuncentr"ted. 

Once you establish 
Predators, it's imr,rtant to 
avoid the use 0 any gar
den chemicals that impact 
insect populations. These 
small wa.$:r.s are vulnerable 
to pestici es. even such in
nocuoUll green sprays as 
insecticidal soap. 

Thl. pollth . how. the da"" fty PIIpMl from whiCh the predators 
emerge just befofe they are ready to be . pread Into the corral. 

To learn more about f1y 
I'redators, log on to the 
Spalding Labs website to 

leam how to manage your 
yard, fann or ranch with 
this innovative fonn ofbia-

Hello, comfort. 
Goodbye, high 
energy bills. 
Take comfort in our IO-year warranty. Frigidaire 
heating and cooling systems are backed by a 
10-year Quality Pledge to replace the entire unit 
if a major component fails, plus a 10-year 
warranty on all parts when you register your 
product Call us today for peace of mind. 

oc:oLogic Is a trademarl< 01 NOROVNE. 
Leam more at oc:oLogicComfon,com, 
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Brand Name furniture. Discount Prices . 
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