
C M Y K C M Y K

FR ANKFORT, KENTUCK Y   ■    50c   ■    STATE-JOURNAL .COM 

Tonight: Rainy
WEATHER     A8

STD rates here among highest in Kentucky
Health director aware of trend but can’t explain why

Local prosecutor not in favor of stop to death penalty 
Legislators discuss putting halt to executions after report says Kentucky doesn’t handle cases correctly

17-year-old charged 
with thefts from cars

Recent charges show how it’s done
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Should the closed parking 
garage on St. Clair Street be 
demolished or repaired?
Demolish, 63% Repair, 36%
Total votes: 186
Vote on state-journal.com,
or mark your vote here and 
return to The State Journal.
Demolish ® Repair®
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Parking garage

County and state 
STD rates per 100,000

BY LAUREN HALLOW
LHALLOW@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Franklin County had the 
second highest rate of sexu-
ally transmitted diseases in 
the state in 2010, according 
to data recently released by 
the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control. 

“We don’t really know 
why,” County Health Direc-

tor Paula Alexander said of 
the latest numbers. 

“But it has not been over-
night.”

For the past several years, 
the CDC has consistently 
ranked Franklin County as 
having one of the highest 
STD rates in the state. Since 
2007, the county’s ranked in 
the top fi ve. 

The CDC gathers infor-
mation on the three report-
able STDs – chlamydia, gon-
orrhea and syphilis – and 
averages those cases to get a 
total rate of STD infections.

To account for population 
differences across counties, 
fi gures are calculated to rep-
resent a rate of per 100,000 
people. In 2010, Franklin 

County had a total STD rate 
of 855, topped only by Union 
County with a rate of 948. 

In 2007, the rate of chla-
mydia cases in the coun-
ty was 506.2 per 100,000. In 
2010 – the most recent year 
data was available – that 
rate jumped to about 743.3, 
an increase of more than 30 

See STDS, A9
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Alvin Bogie, a farmer who once grew 10 acres of hemp when he 
was 16 years old, displays items made of hemp that he keeps to 
show people what a good crop it would be for Kentucky. He’s 
hopeful about current legislation to legalize industrial hemp.

BY KEREN HENDERSON
KHENDERSON@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

No one is more excit-
ed about the possibility 
of growing hemp in Ken-
tucky again than 88-year-
old farmer Alvin Bogie, who 
last grew the crop during 
World War II.

When Bogie heard about 
current legislation to legal-
ize the plant and establish 
one-year licenses for pro-
duction, he told his friends 

he’d be the fi rst to sign up 
– never mind his age.

“Kentucky is the ideal 
place for hemp,” says Bogie, 
chairman of the Franklin 
County Soil Conservation 
District Board. “I’d grow an 
acre just so people could 
see it.”

And Bogie already knows 
how to grow it since he 
raised 10 acres in Lincoln 
County, Ky., when he was 
16.

Bogie, along with other 
Franklin County farmers, 
has lobbied for the legaliza-
tion of hemp for years.

This is the first time 
he’s seen the idea given a 
fair shake. The last time he 
tried to rally legislators was 
in 2000. 

“But you couldn’t men-
tion it; you couldn’t get any-
one to look at it,” he says.

Even if the bill to legal-

Farmer grew hemp 72 years ago
He says legalizing crop would be good for Kentucky

See HEMP, A9

BY KAYLEIGH ZYSKOWSKI
KZYSKOWSKI@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

The grand jury has hand-
ed down several indict-
ments involving Facebook, 
tar, forgery, platinum – and 
more drugs.

Two Michigan suspects 
from Detroit were charged 
with fi rst-degree traffi cking 
in a controlled substance 
after police found cash and 
drugs inside an apartment 
used by traveling “drug deal-
ers,” says Commonwealth’s 

Attorney Larry Cleveland.
“These guys are coming 

down from Michigan and all 
these places, renting these 
places, and other drug deal-
ers are also using that resi-
dence to conduct their busi-
ness when they are down 
here temporarily,” Cleveland 
said.

“We’ll have these apart-
ments rented under some-
one’s name – it may even be 
a fi ctitious name – and then 

BY LAUREN HALLOW
LHALLOW@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Legislators have begun 
discussing whether execu-
tions in Kentucky should be 
halted for a year or more to 
study problems with how 

capital cases are handled.
It’s a move Common-

wealth’s Attorney Larry 
Cleveland says he would not 
support.  

Members of the House 
Judiciary Committee heard 

testimony Wednesday from 
several members of the 
American Bar Association’s 
Kentucky Assessment Team 
on the Death Penalty.

That’s a group made up 
of Kentucky attorneys, law 

school professors and for-
mer state Supreme Court 
justices that’s spent the last 
two years studying how the 
state handles capital cases. 

The team reported that 
the death penalty system in 

Kentucky is fl awed. It said 
that of the last 78 people sen-
tenced to death, 50 had their 
sentences or convictions 
overturned. 

The ABA committee made 
its report in December and 

faulted how the state han-
dles the severely mentally 
ill, preserves evidence and 
lacks safeguards against ex-
ecuting the innocent.

At the conclusion of testi-

See DEATH PENALTY, A7
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Sheila Craine, mother of Ashley Devers, who died from “bath salts” Jan. 

11,  holds her hands up to her face as the House passes legislation related to 

the deadly drug. Her family was invited by Rep. Derrick Graham to attend 

the session and was recognized by the House. Legislators issued a citation of 

adjournment in memory of Devers (left).

With her are her granddaughter, Abigail Anderson, 5, daughter, Amanda 

Gordon, Devers’ son, Cody, 10, daughter, Jessica Anderson, and Devers’ 

daughter, Amiyah, 4.

HANNAH REEL/HREEL@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

House recognizes family of woman 
who recently died from ‘bath salts’

BY KEVIN WHEATLEY
KWHEATLEY@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

A 17-year-old Frankfort 
juvenile has been charged 
with receiving stolen prop-
erty after police found him 
with items worth thousands 
of dollars during a traffic 
stop early Wednesday.

Frankfort Police declined 

to release the suspect’s name 
because he is a juvenile.

Police received a call 
around 2:30 a.m. reporting 
a suspicious white passen-
ger car stopped near a home 
on Tierra Linda Drive, Maj. 
Fred Deaton said today. The 
caller, who lived nearby on 

See THEFTS, A9

INDICTMENTS

Apartments used 
by out-of-town 
drug dealers

See INDICTMENTS, A7


