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It’s not easy for Centre Col-
lege coach Wendie Austin-
Robinson not to be biased
about Maggie Prewitt, her sen-
ior All-American point guard.
That’s why even Austin-Robin-
son wouldn’t let her friendship
with two of Centre’s all-time
best players cloud her judg-
ment on who is the best player
ever to play for the Centre
women.
“If she’s not the best player

ever to play here, she’s one of
the best,” said Austin-Robin-
son. “Shannon Collins and
Susan Yates were great, but I
think Maggie is even at a differ-
ent level than they were. I love
them both, but Maggie is the
best. I think she is more athletic
than them. They did great
things at Centre, but individu-
ally Maggie is more athletic
and that’s what sets her apart a
little bit. That and the fact she’s
the best in the open court with
the ball that I have ever seen.
“Superstar is a fair word to

use for her. She has done a lot
of great things. She was an all-
American point guard last year
and we hope she is again. She
gets a lot of compliments, and
even some of the men coaches
in our conference make com-
ments about how good she is
with the ball in the open court.”
Prewitt’s numbers certainly

make it easy to support Austin-
Robinson’s belief. She has
scored 1,628 points, third on
Centre’s all-time scoring list
behind Collins (2,000) and
Yates (1,849). She is the
school’s all-time assists leader
with 493 (Yates had the previ-
ous mark of 443) and tied the
single game mark of nine held
by Janie Robinson, Nell Tarter
and Leslie Baldwin. She is also
the school’s all-time leader in
3-point goals with 144.
If that’s not enough, she had

491 career rebounds and 195
career steals and is a 44 percent
shoter from the field and 83
percent shooter at the foul line,
including 88 percent his sea-
son.
Prewitt is not ready to an-

noint herself as Centre’s best,
especially since her mom, Lea,
coached both Collins and Yates
when they helped the Colonels
reach the Final Four.
“We had Susan Yates and

Shannon Collins and my high
school basketball coach was
Janie Robinson, who played
here and I tied her assists
record this year. We have had
some really good players to play
at Centre that I have heard
great things about. Just to even
be mentioned on their level like
that really says a lot,” Prewitt,
who played high school basket-
ball at Montgomery County,
said. “I am just going to take it
as a compliment (about being
the best). I usually don’t like
people talking about me. I get
kind of embarrassed about it.
But I have worked really hard
and there’s no denying that, so
it is okay to say that I guess.”
Austin-Robinson envi-

sioned Prewitt being as good as
she has been.
“She does thing we don’t

coach. She makes plays with
her IQ and competitiveness.
She just knows what to do and
when to do it,” the Centre coach
said. “Just her knowledge of
running the floor is so good.
She has always had a good bas-
ketball IQ, but she is so much
better at making decisions on
the court now than when she
first got here. She has embraced
her leadership more and real-
izes when the team needs her
to score and that is fine for her
to score because she has
earned that respect and right.

“She is our biggest competi-
tor, a trait she inherited from
her mom and granddad. Her
personality has really not
changed that much, but she
has always been an intense
competitor. She is still the most
humble young lady, but she is
also a lot of fun. It has been nice
to watch her grow as a young
woman because she has not let
her basketball success go to her
head at all.”
Prewitt recently took time to

talk about her career, her team
and other things:

Question: How much fun
have your four years at Centre
College been?
Prewitt: “I was actually kind

of sad to come to college be-
cause I enjoyed my high school
experience (at Montgomery
County) and my high school
team so much. But now that I
have been here, I have had so
much fun and this team has got
so close that I can honestly say
this is the most fun and favorite
year of basketball ever. The
winning is nice and it is fun to
succeed, but it is really just the
girls on the team. We are so
close and we have so much fun
together. There is no discon-
nect or any kind of drama be-
tween us. These are the girls
you are with most of the day, so
that can make or break your ex-
perience on a team.”

Question: Did you envision
being part of a team this good
when you came to Centre?
Prewitt: “No, I actually did-

n’t. When I was coming in,
Centre had a losing record the
year before but I didn’t want to
go to a college where basketball
was like my life. I understood
coming in that I might not ex-
perience as much success as I
had in high school, but you just
keep working hard and adding
more players with talent. Before
I knew it, we were really good
and it is a lot of fun.”

Question: What are you
going to remember most
about your Centre years on or
off the court?
Prewitt: “People probably

expect me to say more stuff
about basketball, but I just keep
going back to my teammates. I
am really just going to remem-
ber even the seniors when I was
a freshman and the sopho-
mores and juniors then. We
were all close and how much
fun they made playing basket-
ball. They were really great
teammates.
“We have a big senior class.

We have grown closer over the
years and have so many stories
and experiences about each
other to share. We joke all the
time that coach Austin proba-
bly could not make us quit if
she wanted to. Even if we hated
basketball, we love each other
so much and really enjoy com-
ing to practice.”

Question: What lies ahead
for you after this basketball
season/senior year ends?
Prewitt: “That is a terrible

question to ask me. I am not

completely sure. I am majoring
in psychology, so I would like to
maybe take a year off and then
go get my Master’s in speech
therapy. We are still working on
that. Very undecided.
“My mom would really like

me to get into refereeing to stay
involved in basketball and said
that would be a good little job.
As far as coaching, she has al-
ways encouraged me and
thinks I would be really good at
it. But I am not sure if that is
where I am going. We will see.”

Question: Is coach Austin-
Robinson accurate when she
describes you as a dingbat off
the court?
Prewitt: “Well, I think I don’t

get really stressed out and let
things get to me, so sometimes
in the heat of the moment I can
sometimes say something that
is unexpected by Coach or all
the girls look at me and it’s like,
‘I can’t believe she just said
that.’ I am really just chilled and
relaxed. I take it as a compli-
ment.
“I do not get stressed out

playing. I can have turnover
after turnover and keep it inside
because I am very competitive.
But getting upset over some-
thing and dwelling on it is not
going to make me play any bet-
ter, so I just kind of brush it off
and go on to the next play.”

Question: If you watch col-
lege basketball, what teams
do you like to watch and why?
Prewitt: “I love watching

basketball. I am obsessed with

sports in general. I am a huge
UK fan. I watch every game,
even when they are winning by
20 I still watch. I love coming
into Coach’s office and watch-
ing film of other teams. I think I
watch it more for entertain-
ment. It’s not that I am learning
anything. I just love basketball.
I grew up in a gym and around
the sport because of my mom.
It’s just a passion that has
grown.”

Question: What do you
hope people remember most
about your Centre career?
Prewitt: “Off the basketball

court, I would just hope that
people would remember me
for being friendly and someone
that can carry a conversation
with anybody. You can be aca-
demic or good at sports, but re-
ally if you are able to be social
and make people feel warm
and you are interested in them,
I think that is the best thing
someone can say about your
personality. It’s nice to be re-
member for all my hard work in
basketball because I have put a
lot of time into basketball and I
do hope they can remember
my successes and how far our
team as a whole has come. But
really I want to be known more
as just a good, fun person.”

Question: Do you have any
idea what your career statis-
tics are like?
Prewitt: “No. This year has

helped my assists. I know there
is no way I can beat Shannon
Collins for points. She was just

amazing and had over 2,000. I
would like to have the assists
record. I think that says a lot
about me as a teammate and
overall player if you can get
other people shots and not just
yourself.”

Question: Who has been
the biggest inspiration for
your basketball career?
Prewitt: “I would have to say

it was my mom. I have never
watched her play basketball,
which people think is crazy. Just
being around her in the gym
and her passion and her drive.
She just loves the sport and get-
ting younger people in the gym
and getting to share her love for
basketball with them. I think I
have taken that in and she has
really inspired me.
“She is a little bit more of a

normal parent now in the sense
that she does not get nearly as
worked up since I have been in
college. She is a lot more chilled
in the stands. But I can always
call her if I am frustrated about
something and she will give me
advice. If I am shooting bad,
she has no problem coming
over to Danville a couple of
hours early and rebounding me
in the gym.”

Question: Since your
brother, Omar, is a standout
junior at Montgomery
County, who wins if you play
one-on-one?
Prewitt: “Three years ago I

would always beat him be-
cause, sorry Omar, he is a step
slow. But he’s 6-6 now, so it
would not even be a game. He
could take me easy now.”

Question: Academically,
what are you going to remem-
ber most about Centre?
Prewitt: “Oh gosh. Definitely

how hard it was. It is as hard as
people make it out to be. I
could probably try a little bit
harder, but I am trying to be
well rounded and have that so-
cial life and sports and every-
thing. You definitely have to
study a lot and spend a lot of
time on academics where at
other schools you may not, but
it is easier because everybody
has to do it. If you don’t study,
you are going to fail out. Every-
one is in the same boat with
you and that makes it easier.”

Question: Finally, what
kind of expectations do you
have for this team in postsea-
son play and do you feel any
pressure going into the post-
season because of the success
you and the team have had
this season?
Prewitt: “Honestly, it makes

it easier to keep winning. At
least I don’t feel any pressure. If
we lose a game, we just keep
moving on. I know the senior
class especially, we want to win
a conference championship.
We have seen the guys succeed
and win three in a row and we
want to be that team. We have
worked hard and I think we de-
serve it.”

Question: Do you mean the
conference regular-season
title or tournament champi-
onship?
Prewitt: “Both, but espe-

cially the conference tourna-
ment. We would really like to
win that. When  you look at the
polls, we have a very good
record and we are extremely
talented. We are not getting the
respect that other teams are be-
cause we might not have the
tradition that they do, but I
think it would be a huge mis-
take to underestimate us. I
think we can surprise every-
body and make a really big
splash.”
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