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“We had gone from sitting still on the launch pad at the Kennedy Space Center
to traveling at 17,500 miles an hour in that eight and a half minutes. It is still

mind-boggling to me.”
BOB CRIPPEN, pilot of Columbia on the first space shuttle mission, which took off 31 years ago today.

CLAY BENNETT, CHATTANOOGA TIMES FREE PRESS

GETTYSBURG, Pa. —
Three weeks ago, Rick
Santorum chose this Civil

War town to give a defiant speech
about his need to stay in the presi-
dential race, linking his struggle
against Mitt Romney to “the
things that the people in this bat-
tlefield just down the road fought
for.”

Recalling the blood shed at
Gettysburg, he
exhorted more
than 1,000 sup-
porters: “That’s
why we must go
out and fight this
fight.”

But if Santo-
rum thought he
was George
Meade rallying
the Union forces,
he turned out to be

leading Pickett’s charge — the di-
sastrous Confederate offensive
here at which Gen. George Pick-
ett lost half of his division and the
war turned against the South.
Santorum lost the Wisconsin and
Maryland primaries, his poll
numbers plunged, his money
dried up, conservative and Re-
publican Party leaders urged him
to quit, and he canceled a string of
campaign events.

After calling off his first two
appearances Tuesday, Santorum
rolled into the Gettysburg Hotel
— the same spot where he gave
his Gettysburg Address three
weeks ago — for what the cam-
paign had said in a Facebook post-
ing would be a “Rally for Rick.”
This time, however, he was
bumped from the ballroom by a
convention of district attorneys
and had to settle for a small con-
ference room with seats for 20 re-
porters.

Even in defeat, Santorum
sounded defiant, not even men-
tioning Romney in his 15-minute
speech. “We made a decision over
the weekend that while this presi-
dential race for us is over for me,
and we will suspend our cam-
paign effective today, we are not
done fighting,” he announced,
standing with some family mem-
bers in front of a wrinkled Amer-
ican flag (an aide brought an iron,
but there hadn’t been enough
time to use it).

Recalling his “game on!” ex-
clamation after the Iowa caucus-
es, Santorum added: “I know a lot
of folks are going to write, maybe
those even at the White House,
‘game over.’ But this game is a
long, long, long way from over.”

But for all the tough talk, San-
torum’s once-fiery presidential
bid went out like a candle Tues-
day here in his home state. His
campaign, always a shoestring
operation, spent its final day in
disarray. After a long weekend
off while Santorum’s young

daughter Bella was treated in a
hospital, the campaign canceled
Tuesday’s events overnight — so
late that aides neglected to up-
date the schedule on his website.
SeveralofSantorum’ssupporters
showed up at his morning event
at a sportsman’s club in Bedford,
Pa., but found not so much as a
Santorum sign.

The campaign then scheduled
its Gettysburg “rally” for 2 p.m.
But this, too, turned out to be bad
information. The few supporters
who showed up were told by hotel
workers that the event was only
for the media. “They advertise it
that he’s going to be here so you
can see him!” Santorum sup-
porter Frank Johnston com-
plained at the hotel’s reception
desk.

That was the least of the com-
plaints Santorum has been hear-
ing. Sen. John McCain said last
week that “it’s time for a graceful
exit.” Southern Baptist official
Richard Land, who rallied a
group of religious conservatives
to endorse Santorum, said on
CBS’ “Face the Nation” that San-
torum “ought to seriously consid-
er leaving the race.” Even Newt
Gingrich, who had attacked Rom-
ney savagely, has shifted to the
past tense: “Turns out he had
more things to hit with than I
did.”

Although he faced defeat in
Pennsylvania’s April 24 primary,
Santorum was disinclined to lis-
ten — right up until the time he
took the stage Tuesday afternoon
at a lectern still bearing his “Join
the Fight” slogan.

Santorum flashed a goofy grin
and raised his eyebrows as he en-
tered. He spoke about his ill
daughter, his grandfather in the
coal mines, his sweater vests and
topics from Iran to the “moral en-
terprise that is America.” The
closest he came to supporting
Romney was a vow to “make sure
that we defeat President Barack
Obama.” (He ignored shouted
questions about whether he
would endorse Romney.)

With his trademark bravado,
he boasted of accomplishing
“things that no political expert
would have ever expected.” And
he compared himself to another
politician who once visited Get-
tysburg. “What I tried to bring to
the battle was what Abraham Lin-
coln brought to this battlefield
back in 1863 on November 19th,”
Santorum said. “He talked about
this country being conceived in
liberty and dedicated to the prop-
osition that all men are created
equal.”

It’s a safe bet that the world
will little note nor long remember
Santorum’s version.

Dana Milbank’s email address is
danamilbank@washpost.com.

Santorum’s Gettysburg

Dana
Milbank

I have lived in Northfield just
off Brownsboro Road and the
Watterson Expressway for 36
years. My husband, Alan, is a
proud former Marine. We are
very supportive of the men and
women who serve in our armed
forces. I understand that the fed-
eral Department of Veterans Af-
fairs has been working since
2004 to find a site for a new hos-
pital in Louisville to serve veter-
ans in Jefferson County and 34
surrounding counties.

On Nov. 11, 2011 the Veterans
Administration announced that
the Midlands property which
fronts on Highway 22 just off
Brownsboro Road is their first
choice to build a new veterans
hospital. In May 2011 some veter-
ans were consulted as to what
they wanted in a new hospital.
However, no one has consulted
directly with the veterans of the
first Gulf War, or the Afghani-
stan and Iraq wars. These veter-
ans are usually in their mid 20s
and have many health problems
that are unique to their serving
in these three wars. When is
someone going to get in touch
with these veterans who will be
using the proposed VA hospital
for many years to come?

Since 2004, not one elected of-
ficial has held a meeting with the
residents of Crossgate, North-
field and the Brownsboro Road
Corridor to discuss the impact of
the proposed VA Hospital on the
Midlands property along our al-
ready congested roads. Finally,
the City Council of Crossgate in-

vited Wayne Pfeffer and others
from the VA Hospital to speak to
the neighbors at an open meeting
on March 12, 2012.

At this time the Department
of Veterans Affairs has not
bought the Midlands property
and they do not have a design for
the proposed hospital. The only
facts we have are that the pro-
posed hospital will be a mini-
mum of 800,000 square feet with
250 beds. Why would the VA
want to locate this hospital on the
Midlands property and have
such an impact on the surround-
ing neighborhoods? Our traffic
is already horrendous and, no,
the new Westport Road exits
have not helped with rush hour
traffic.

How can our elected officials
best serve the veterans and
neighbors of Crossgate, North-
field and the surrounding area?
The good news is that an ad ran
in the classified section of The
Courier-Journal on April 1.
Copies of the draft NEPA (the en-
vironmental study) are available
at the public library at Westport
Middle School, 8100 Westport
Road. Hours vary, so please call
before you go. There will be a
public meeting to discuss com-
ments on April 18 at Kammerer
Middle School, 7315 Wesboro
Road from 6 to 8 p.m. The com-
ment period started April 1 and
runs until April 29. I urge you to
get involved with this important
issue and voice your opinion.

PAT ROLES
Louisville 40222

Learn, comment about
proposed VA hospital site

WASHINGTON — Recently a
group of Cub Scouts visited the
Johnson Space Center in Hous-
ton. The youngsters had a mem-
orable adventure, riding on a Lu-
nar Rover model, scrambling
around in a mock-up space cap-
sule, and quizzing retired astro-
nauts about living in zero grav-
ity.

At one point, one of the boys
asked, “Why has America given
up on space flight?” The answer,
of course, is that we’re not giv-
ing up on space flight.

This Cub Scout’s question il-
lustrates the need to call atten-
tion to America’s exciting plans
for human space exploration.
We particularly need to capture
the imaginations of our young
people, if they are to aspire to be
the scientists and explorers of
the future.

The priorities that Congress
and the White House established
in the landmark 2010 NASA Au-
thorization Act set an achiev-
able, long-range plan for Amer-
ica to write the next great chap-
ter in space exploration and to
create exciting new commercial
ventures in low-Earth orbit.

The NASA bill was enacted
with strong, bipartisan support
and was followed last year by
White House-congressional
agreement on a responsible
funding plan that set three prior-
ities: (1), moving forward with
the new heavy launch rocket and
Orion crew capsule needed for
deep space exploration; (2),
completing the James Webb
Space Telescope, which will re-
place the amazing Hubble Space
Telescope; and (3), partnering
with private space companies on
new vehicles to transport astro-
nauts and cargo to the Interna-
tional Space Station.

If we are to move forward, we
must avoid a false competition
between our long-range space
exploration goals — the moon,
Mars and beyond — and com-
mercialized ferrying of cargo
and crew members to the space
station.

In fact, both programs are es-
sential. Assisting development
of commercial space capabili-
ties will eliminate America’s re-
liance on the Russian Soyuz sys-

tem for crew transportation to
low-Earth orbit, while develop-
ing our next generation heavy
launch capability is a necessity
if we are to expand space explo-
ration beyond Earth, to Mars
and beyond.

Space exploration is not inex-
pensive. But the money America
has spent on its space program
has proven to be a wise invest-
ment.

Scientific advances for our
space program have opened up
revolutionary improvements in
medicine, communications,
weather forecasting and nation-
al security and defense intelli-
gence.

Space technology has led to
entire industries that today em-
ploy millions of Americans, such
the satellite-based communica-
tion, navigation and defense in-
dustries.

It has introduced hundreds of
products, from micro-chip tech-
nology to MRI cancer detection
equipment, which we now take
for granted. One might easily
ask if we can afford NOT to in-
vest in space; risking that Amer-
ica would lose the next techno-
logical advances that produce
the jobs for the future.

Even so, every penny we
spend must be invested wisely
— especially in today’s econom-
ic environment. Developing a
private space vehicle capable of
putting a crew capsule into orbit
and docking with the ISS pre-
sents significant challenges.

NASA is funding four poten-
tial commercial crew providers.
Moving forward, NASA needs to
focus its investment on only
those providers that are likely to
be able to provide crew trans-
portation services by 2017.

NASA should consider identi-
fying the strongest private
firms at the earliest opportunity
such that NASA’s precious re-
sources are focused on ending
our reliance on the Russians for
transportation to the space sta-
tion as quickly as possible. The
cost would be less and the re-
turns greater.

It’s vital that NASA remain
committed to our national space
exploration plan. If we reconfi-
gure our priorities every few
years, we will not reach our
goals. Postponing our long-
range space exploration pro-
gram would be a terrible mis-
take, no less than remaining de-
pendent on Russia to move our
crew members to the space sta-
tion.

In spite of the very real fiscal
challenges we face, the United
States can — and must — sup-
port the innovative space pro-
gram that assures continuation
of 50 years of leadership in
space.

Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchinson is a
Republican from Texas. Sen. Bill
Nelson is a Democrat from Florida.
Readers may write to them at 284
Senate Russell Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510.

NASA astronaut Steve Bowen works on the International Space
Station during a six-hour, 14-minute spacewalk last March. NASA

Space exploration
must fly forward

Giving NASA
responsible funding
is necessary
By Sens. Kay Bailey Hutchison
and Bill Nelson

‘Postponing our long-range space
exploration program would be a
terrible mistake.’
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