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R ick Santorum’s decision
to abandon his quest for
the Republican presiden-

tial nomination recognized re-
alities. The math that he faced
had become insurmountable.

The GOP standard-bearer
will be Mitt Romney. That has
been the likely outcome all
along, and a near certainty for
several weeks. Despite linger-
ing and substantial right-wing
doubts about his conservative
credentials, the former Massa-
chusetts governor’s advantages
in campaign money and state-
by-state organization were far
too much for a candidate like
Mr. Santorum, with a shoe-
string budget and gaping staff-
ing gaps, to overcome.

However, Mr. Santorum’s
departure does reset the race in
significant ways, as attention
shifts to the general election
battle with President Obama.

For starters, it spares Mr.
Romney the expenditure of
about $2.9 million in advertis-
ing to nail down the upcoming
primary in Pennsylvania, Mr.
Santorum’s home state. And al-
though Mr. Romney had be-
come the strong favorite to win
that race, the absence of real op-
position within the GOP from
here on out means the candidate
will no longer have to spend
each Wednesday explaining
why he had fared so poorly the
previous day with Southerners,
evangelical Christians and
working-class voters.

Second, it should curb the
vitriolic condemnation of Mr.
Romney by Mr. Santorum,
Newt Gingrich and others on
the party’s increasingly radi-
calized right wing. One of Mr.
Romney’s chief dilemmas is
that he has had to rebut accusa-
tions from within his own party
that he is really a secret — dare
we say the word? — moderate.

Mr. Romney gave his all to
the effort to persuade Republi-
cans thathe is“severelyconser-
vative” and that he shares their
utter disregard for women, the
poor and immigrants. His quan-
dary now, of course, is his need
to persuade those same groups
that he really is a moderate they
can trust, while somehow not
dampening the enthusiasm of

the Republican base to turn out
in force at the polls and to work
for his election.

Mr. Romney’s task is compli-
cated by his unprincipled will-
ingness to be whatever the mo-
ment demands. He rails against
the President’s national health
care reform that resembles the
Massachusetts measure that
Mr. Romney pushed into law; he
supported bailouts for Wall
Street but not for the auto indus-
try and its workers; he talks
glibly of a country united for na-
tional purposes while condemn-
ing a former rival, Jon Hunts-
man, for serving the nation as
the Obama administration’s am-
bassador to China.

What Mr. Romney and the
Republicans will do now is to
unleash a barrage of negative
advertising — funded by the
flood of corporate and special
interest money made possible
by the Supreme Court’s parti-
san Citizens United decision —
that smears the President. In-
deed, American Crossroads, the
biggest of the Republican “su-
per PACs,” and its co-founder,
Karl Rove, are poised to open up
their $200 million war chest and
get started soon.

If Mr. Rove’s history and this
year’s Republican themes are
any guide, that effort will be
guided by name-calling, decep-
tion and outright lies. The Presi-
dent and Democrats must be
prepared to answer each time,
quickly and vigorously.

As for Mr. Santorum, he was
at least plucky, surviving as oth-
er hopes of the Republican right
— Donald Trump, Michele
Bachmann, Rick Perry, Her-
man Cain and Mr. Gingrich —
shone briefly and then faded. If
he had ever had the conserva-
tive field to himself, Mr. Santo-
rum would have presented a
major threat to Mr. Romney.

But he deserves condemna-
tion for stoking the religious
right’s anger, emphasizing so-
cial wedge issues that long ago
should have been buried and
portraying the federal govern-
ment as a national enemy.

Mr. Santorum’s net effect
was to move his party even fur-
ther to the margins and to in-
crease his nation’s divisions.

Santorum gives up

‘Better selves’
Few of us are beyond en-

joying a bit of satisfaction
with the demise of some-
one who did us wrong, as
many Louisville sports
fans feel about Bobby Pe-
trino. News of his adultery,
lying and subsequent fir-
ing seem to validate our
sense of justice. A more
gracious reaction may re-
quire some coaxing from
our better selves: to have
compassion for a lost and
confused man, his humili-
ated and broken family, a
young woman who made
wrong choices, and a team
now leaderless and left
holding the bag. Petrino,

like each of us, is a person
prone to falling for the
myth that life is all about
us.

JOSEPH PHELPS
Pastor

Highland Baptist Church
Louisville 40204

Déjà vu?
Wow! Anyone other

than me notice the similar-
ities between what has hap-
pened at Louisville (Pitino)
and Arkansas (Petrino)?
Seems as though both were
caught with their pants
down, paid their ladies, had
folks involved on the pay-
roll, nationally embar-
rassed their schools, fam-

ilies, players and cities.
Again, maybe I am the only
one to notice, but there is
one glaring difference in
these messes. Arkansas’
athletic director fired Pe-
trino, whereas Louisville’s
A.D. said how proud he was
of his coach for walking
through the front door of
the federal courthouse.
The Arkansas A.D. also
was quoted as saying “no
one is bigger than the pro-
gram.” Maybe a lesson that
should be learned and ad-
hered to at Louisville, Mr.
Jurich?

BUDDY ADCOCK
Louisville 40245

Punishment?
Too bad for Bobby Petri-

no that his last escapade
wasn’t conducted at U of L
but at Arkansas. He would
have gotten a raise instead
of a pink slip at U of L.

JIM COX
Louisville 40243

New Razorback fan
The latest news about

Coach Bobby Petrino con-
firms what we all knew: He
made a mistake when he
left. When you have the tal-
ent to win, choosing to
coach for an institution
with moral standards is a
misstep. At schools like
Louisville, if wins come, all

goes. Tom Jurich and Jim
Ramsey have proven that
they stand by their wins and
sweep moral litter under the
rug. Trivial things such as
misuse of public funds and
moral infidelity do not inter-
fere with winning records.
Surely the thousands of
youth being educated at the
school won't get the wrong
impression.

Congratulations to the
University of Arkansas.
Nice to see an institution of
higher learning say that
morals count more than
wins. I am now a Razorback
fan.

THOMAS GERSTLE
Louisville 40207

No surprise
Hmmm. I just read in

the sports page that Bob-
by Petrino was fired. His
boss says he “engaged in a
pattern of misleading and
manipulative behavior
designed to deceive ...
members of the athletic
staff....” Let's see. He met
secretively with Auburn
while at U of L. He left the
Atlanta Falcons without
warning. Really, Arkan-
sas. Are you surprised?

GREG HUFFMAN
Louisville 40212

Readers’ views on Bobby Petrino’s dismissal at Arkansas

A t the University of Ar-
kansas, winning isn’t the
only thing.

If it were, Bobby Petrino
would still have a job despite
what his former boss called “a
pattern of misleading and ma-
nipulative behavior” that had
served the coach’s purposes but
had “jeopardized” the integrity
of the school and program that
employed him.

On Tuesday, the university
booted the head football coach
who brought the Razorbacks a
21-5 record in the past two years
— a move that ought to provide
some oxygen for the hopes of
those who think that how you
play the game ought to matter,
too.

Mr. Petrino’s wipe-out was
both literal and figurative:

An April 1 wreck on his mo-
torcycle led to revelations that
included a mistress for the mar-
ried father of four, that he had
hired his mistress for a job in
his office, that he had lied to his
boss about the relationship as
well as the woman’s presence at
the accident, that he continued
to mislead the public and his
employers, even when given
the chance to clear the air. In ad-
dition to any dignity he might
have had, this April Fool’s Day
debacle also cost him an $18 mil-

lion buyout under his contract;
he won’t get it now.

Those who have more than a
passing acquaintance with Mr.
Petrino’s career — and that
would include fans of the Uni-
versity of Louisville football
team he jilted five years ago —
are no strangers to his fumbles
with truth and his skills with de-
ception.

If he racked up wins on the
field, Mr. Petrino always lost
points on reputation and integ-
rity by the bait-and-switch
game he played with too many
teams (and fans) that made the
mistake of believing what he
said when he said he loved
them. Sports columnists in this
paper even labeled him “Pinoc-
chio” and “the Zsa Zsa Gabor of
football coaches.”

But his latest fall is in a
league of its own, and his family
and friends, as well as the Uni-
versity of Arkansas, are left
holding the bag as Mr. Petrino
accepts “full responsibility” for
personal actions that also en-
tangled his employment and
employer. He crossed so many
lines that he’ll need a map to
find his way out of this mess.

In a humbling way that he
probably never imagined, the
coach may finally have figured
out that there is no “I” in team.

Petrino’s downfall
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Rallying for Romney
Since Mitt Romney is going

to be the Republican nominee,
Republicans should just rally
around him and bring the pri-
mary campaign to a quick end.
Then the nation can begin to see
the stark contrast between
Romney and President Obama
on the issues and their visions
for America’s future. The elec-
torate will get to know them
very well by the time Election
Day rolls around in November.

It’s pretty sad that many Re-
publicans will hold their nose
and vote for Romney due to
their greater dislike for Obama.
The election will be close even
though it shouldn’t be. The more
authentic Obama, who better
represents the overwhelming
majority middle class and poor,
should win handily. He will win
the debates, because he owns
the winning issues.

Discerning, well-informed in-
dependent voters and those in
the middle will be the heroes
who wisely swing the election in
Obama’s favor. Despite all the
right’s misinformed rhetoric
hurled at Obama over the past
four years and their going all-
out to make him a one-term
president, his re-election will be
good for America.

PAUL WHITELEY, Sr.
Louisville 40207

Stalinesque Rand
Five years ago, I’d never

heard of Ayn Rand. Were I to
live my entire life without ever
hearing of this woman or feeling
compelled to understand her
philosophy, I would count my-
self blessed rather than fortu-
nate. But that ship has sailed.

We now know that her writ-
ings are required reading for
the staffs of some Republican
congressmen; that her vision for
our future is the guiding light of
the “tea partiers” and the “neo-
cons” before them; and that the

legislation and budgets Repub-
licans now propose are based di-
rectly upon it.

Rand was an immigrant from
the Soviet Union. When you get
past the pretty words and mean-
ingless jargon, her philosophy
of unflinchingly ruthless, self-
absorbed greed reminds one of
Stalin’s push to subjugate East-
ern Europe. Though she gives
lip service to capitalism while
labeling any hint of human con-
science as socialism, she and
Stalin are soul mates, sharing
exactly the same view of hu-
manity through opposing lenses.
Rand can be justly termed the
Karl Marx of the right wing.

Make no mistake: This wom-
an was just as much America’s
enemy as was Stalin. Exactly
how then should we view those
who assault our way of life us-
ing Randism as their excuse?

MARK HUMPHREY
Louisville 40220

Orchestra saga
In the ongoing saga that is

the Louisville Orchestra’s quest
for funding, disinterested ob-
servers tend to apply Occam’s
razor and turn the page.

Either one of two scenarios
seems possible.

The first scenario is that the
current management has the
funds to finance a full-time or-
chestra many years into the fu-
ture, but is choosing to withhold
those funds because of personal
graft — in which case, it would
appear The Courier-Journal has
been derelict in not doing a
Mike Wallace-style exposé on
the management’s absconding
with the orchestra’s money.

The second scenario is that
the players realize that there is
no longer enough money in the
till for a full-time, 71-piece or-
chestra, but are holding out for
another David Jones-type savior
to emerge from Louisville’s
moneyed classes. I would aver
that most disinterested observ-
ers assume the second scenario
to be the case, because no seri-
ous fiduciary malfeasance has

ever been even alleged by The
C-J or by the players.

Long ago, Glenn Gould pre-
dicted the demise of classical
music performance by the hand
of recorded music. It now ap-
pears that his prognostication
has come to pass (somewhat).
Add to this the general coars-
ening of our culture, an empha-
sis on the visual by television
and movies, and it is not hard to
see why our dear orchestra is
undergoing painful reorganiza-
tion.

I myself wish Kentuckians
flocked to stadiums to watch
classical music, rather than
passing into states of hypoxia
over basketball. But that does
not appear to be the demograph-
ic reality in Metro Louisville.

JOHN V. LINTON
Louisville 40217

Student employees
In the discussions about ma-

jor college basketball, I believe
all now agree there are no more
“student athletes.” Outstanding
players are recruited on the ba-
sis of their ability and desire to
go pro ASAP. This benefits the
schools generating big bucks to
fund other sports programs, the
NBA (no need to spend money
on a minor league developmen-
tal system), the fans with big
time entertainment and the ath-
letes who are interested in a big-
bucks career, not a college edu-
cation. A simple solution would
be to call these players what
they are — employees of the
university whose scholarships
are in effect their salary.

BOB DeMARCO
Louisville 40218

HOW TO SUBMIT LETTERS
Letters to the editor are welcomed.
They should be addressed to:
Readers’ Forum
The Courier-Journal
P.O. Box 740031
Louisville, Ky. 40201-7431
Our e-mail address is:
cjletter@courier-journal.com
Letters can also be faxed to us at:
(502) 582-4155.
Best-read letters are under 200 words and
on topics of general interest. A letter must
be original and contain the signature,
address and daytime telephone number of
its writer. The editors reserve the right to
condense or reject any letter and to limit
frequent writers.
Letters to the editor, opinion and editorial
columns, and articles submitted to The
Courier-Journal may be distributed in print,
electronic or other forms.
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