
KY TRIVIA
One of the oldest show caves in the 
nation, Diamond Caverns in Park 
City opened for tours in 1859. The 
caverns feature cascades of naturally 
colorful calcite with thousands of 
stalactites and stalagmites. Kentucky&
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Local Ash 
Wednesday 
services

As Lent begins, here are 
some Ash Wednesday ser-
vices that will be held lo-
cally. Check with individual 
churches to find out if a ser-
vice will be held.

Ash Wednesday begins the  
six-week period leading up to 
Easter Sunday. The period is 
considered in the church to 
be a time of repentance and 
sacrifice.
n Bridgeport Christian 

Church, 175 Evergreen Road, 
will have worship and distri-
bution of ashes at 7 p.m.
nGood Shepherd Catholic 

Church, Leestown Road, will 
have services at 8 a.m., noon 
and 7 p.m. In addition, there 
will be a service at 5 p.m. in 
Spanish, including worship 
and distribution of ashes.
n Highland Christian 

Church, 265 Versailles Road, 
will begin its video series, “Fi-
nal Words From the Cross,” at 
6 p.m.

Luallen gets 
leadership 
award

Former state Auditor Crit 
Luallen received the Excel-
lence in Government Leader-
ship Award from the Associa-
tion of Government Accoun-
tants at a Washington, D.C., 
ceremony Thursday.

She was nominated last 
fall by AGA’s Central Ken-
tucky chapter for her ac-
complishments during eight 
years as state auditor, ac-
cording to a press release.

The ceremony was held 
during AGA’s National Lead-
ership Conference at the 
Ronald Reagan Building and 
International Trade Center.

Luallen was recognized 
for her accomplishments as 
auditor, which have resulted 
in improved economy, effi-
ciency and effectiveness in 
financial management, gov-
ernment operations and pol-
icy, and governance, the re-
lease says. Her nomination 
cited 16 special audits and 
some 600 annual audits.

Luallen’s audits have re-
sulted in more than 200 re-
ferrals to law enforcement 
and 34 convictions, the re-
lease says. She also published 
Recommendations for Public 
and Nonprofit Boards, which 
discusses how boards can be 
effective and transparent in 
handling public funds, ac-
cording to the release.

School, district 
report cards 
available

The 2010-2011 Franklin 
County Public schools and 
district report cards can be 
accessed at http://appli-
cations.education.ky.gov/
schoolreportcardarchive.

Anyone who would like a 
paper copy of a school or the 
district report card may con-
tact the district office at 695-
6700.

FIS to talk 
about budget

The Frankfort Indepen-
dent Board of Education will 
meet Thursday at 6 p.m. at 
Central Office, 506 W. Sec-
ond St., room 207.

Agenda items include win-
ter assessment reports from 
all schools, discussion of the 
2012-2013 budget, and con-
sideration of construction 
documents and a Project 
Graduation request.

The board will also meet 
in closed session to discuss 
the purchase or sale of prop-
erty.

Steve Rose, of Johnson County, looks in the window of a non-running vehicle that was set to be auc-
tioned off today at the Division of Fleet Management on Barrett Street. 

Don Conway, of 
Fredonia, listens to 
the engine of a Chevy 
truck that was in the 
public auction this 
morning at the Divi-
sion of Fleet Manage-
ment on Barrett Street. 
Monday, the public 
was allowed to view 
the state vehicles that 
were auctioned off this 
morning.

Stanley Douglas, left, Zach Douglas, Casee Barnett and Tonya Barnett look under the hood of a truck.
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Good under the hood

AROUND 
keNtUcky
LOUISVILLE

Kentucky 
Kingdom’s  
fate may  
be decided

(AP) — The fate of an 
amusement park that closed 
more than two years ago 
might be decided later this 
week.

A spokeswoman for the 
Kentucky State Fair Board 
told WAVE-TV that it will dis-
cuss and vote on a tentative 
agreement at its meeting on 
Thursday that would have 
Bluegrass Boardwalk oper-
ate Kentucky Kingdom.

Bluegrass Boardwalk was 
formed by the Koch fami-
ly, who owns Holiday World 
and Splashin’ Safari in Santa 
Claus, Ind., in order to nego-
tiate a lease agreement.

A spokeswoman for the 
Koch family told The Cou-
rier-Journal that the park’s 
name could be changed if the 
deal is approved.

The park in Louisville has 
been closed since Six Flags 
pulled out of it amid bank-
ruptcy proceedings.

Ky. fairgrounds 
seeking to add 
luxury hotel

(AP) — The Kentucky State 
Fair Board is seeking propos-
als for a luxury hotel that 
they say would lure more 
large conventions and trade 
shows to the area.

Fair board President Har-
old Workman told The Cou-
rier-Journal that he believes 
the economy is righting itself 
enough that the $100 million 
project would be feasible.

The board sent requests to 
30 hotel-development com-
panies asking for a minimum 
of 600 rooms and full-service 
amenities. The hotel would 
be located near Gate One 
and serve as a headquarters 
for trade shows and conven-
tions.

Officials at the fairgrounds 
say they’ve lost at least one 
convention and one trade 
show because of the lack of a 
hotel.

“We lost the Pumper 
Cleaner Expo (a trade show 
for environmental service 
professionals) due to no ho-
tel at Gate One, and we had a 
signed contract for Memorial 
Day weekend 2013 with NAF-
SA (a youth convention with 
20,000 people) which can-
celed the contract due to lack 
of a convention hotel at Gate 
One,” said Linda Edwards, 
the fair board’s vice president 
of sales and marketing.

RICHMOND

Program wants 
celebs to help 
curb dropouts

(AP) — Eastern Kentucky 
University and the Kentucky 
Music Hall of Fame are com-
ing together to help reduce 
the high school dropout rate 
in the region.

The program they are 
working on is called “Stars 
Over Appalachia,” and the 
hope is to get celebrities from 
all entertainment genres to 
adopt schools, then work with 
administrators and teachers 
to find ways to convince stu-
dents to stay in school.

EKU’s Paula Wilder, who is 
one of seven EKU staff mem-
bers who give support to lo-
cal school systems, said she 
is working with the executive 
director of the Hall of Fame 
to get the program off the 
ground. Most of the celebri-
ties being sought grew up in 
the region or live there now.

HARRODSBURG, Ky. 
(AP) — A Kentucky teen is 
being honored for a project 
that makes and distributes 
fleece blankets to children.

Julia Higginbotham, 17, 
found out this month that 
Prudential Financial se-
lected her as the state’s top 
high school volunteer for 
her Project Keep ‘em Warm, 
the Advocate-Messenger 
reported.

The project started in 
2009 when Higginbotham 
decided she wanted to do 
something to give back to 
her Mercer County commu-

nity. She already knew how 
to make fleece blankets and 
decided that would be her 
gift to needy children for 
the holidays.

When she found out 
there were more than 400 in 
need, she wasn’t deterred. 
She began making f liers 
and soliciting donations to 
purchase the fleece. Then 
blanket-making workshops 
were held in churches and 
other locations. There was 
a blanket for every child by 
early December.

Since it began, the proj-
ect has delivered more than 

1,000 blankets.
“For it to be this big of a 

deal, I can’t believe it, but 
I’m glad it did,” Higginbo-
tham told the newspaper 
during an interview at Mer-
cer Senior High School.

Higginbotham used the 
Harrodsburg Herald’s Love 
Tree, which collects dona-
tions for struggling families 
around Christmastime, to 
determine the recipients.

Herald General Manager 
April Ellis said Higginbo-
tham deserves the award.

“I was very impressed 
that she was able to come 

up with a great idea and 
then make it happen,” El-
lis said. 

“And just the practical-
ity of it. Those of us blessed 
with good jobs have heat in 
the house, but not everyone 
does. Blankets can make a 
big difference,” Ellis said.

The honor means Hig-
ginbotham will get a $1,000 
scholarship and will trav-
el to Washington D.C. in 
May, where she’ll com-
pete against other teens for 
$5,000 in scholarship mon-
ey and $5,000 for her proj-
ect.

Harrodsburg teen honored for blanket project


