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to focus on legislative priori-
ties.

“A lot of people are looking
forward to getting everything
done and going home,” Jensen
said.

But Rep. Jim Wayne, D-
Louisville, said he’s disap-
pointed by the session and the
fact that the state hasn’t dealt
with bigger issues such as tax
reform and county consolida-
tion, which he said is costing
taxpayers.

“There’s really very little
leadership here in the legisla-
ture to address bigger is-
sues,” he said.

Only six days remain in the
session. Legislators are to
meet today through Friday,
then break for 10 days while
Gov. Steve Beshear considers
whether to veto any legisla-
tion. They’ll return to Frank-
fort on April 12 to consider
overriding any vetoes. Under
the constitution, the session
must end by April 15.

When the House and Sen-
ate adjourned Friday, 25 bills
had passed both chambers in
the same form, and Beshear
had signed only four of them
into law. One of them, the leg-
islative redistricting bill, has
already been ruled unconsti-
tutional by the Kentucky Su-
preme Court.

But while some legislators
say little of significance has
been accomplished so far,
they aren’t ready to give up.

All sides agree that they
can pass a budget this week,
although Senate President
David Williams, R-Burkes-
ville, wanted to start the nego-
tiations over the weekend, an
idea the Democratic-con-
trolled House rejected.

And House Speaker Greg
Stumbo, D-Prestonsburg,
said he expects the legisla-
ture to pass “a pretty major
bill to deal with the (prescrip-
tion) drug problem,” along
with the budget and the road
plan.

Passing the budget in the
regular session would actual-
ly be an accomplishment,
since legislators have ad-
journed twice in the past 10
years during budget sessions
without approving a plan and
had to come back in special
session.

“If we come out of here
with a budget that cuts spend-
ing and cuts debt, then for this
particular time, I think it will
be a successful session,” said
House Republican caucus
chairman Bob DeWeese of
Louisville.

Several bills still have a
fighting chance, their back-
ers say.

Supporters of Senate
Bill 3, which would further
regulate cold and allergy
medications containing pseu-
doephedrine, the key ingredi-
ent in meth, still believe it can
pass, even with an unrelated
floor amendment filed in the
House that could stall it. The
bill is awaiting a vote on the
House floor.

And Stumbo said he is still
hopeful that House Bill 4,
which would crack down on
doctors who overprescribe
narcotic drugs, can pass. It is
awaiting a vote in a Senate
committee.

Rep. Johnny Bell, D-Glas-
gow, said the House will vote
this week on a Senate bill to al-
low the Amish to use reflec-
tive tape on the rear of their
buggies rather than the cur-
rently required garish orange
safety triangle, which con-
flicts with their religious be-
lief.

“I don’t care who gets
credit,” said Bell, who spon-
sored a companion bill in the
House. “I just want to get
something done for these peo-
ple.”

And Rep. Jeff Greer, D-
Brandenburg, still holds out
hope that a compromise can
be reached on his bill to raise
the school dropout age to 18
and a different version that
passed the Senate. But he ac-
knowledged that chances are
diminishing.

“At best, it’s 50-50,” he
said.

One significant piece of
legislation, which would cre-
ate a task force to study the
state juvenile code, has
passed both chambers and
has been sent back to the
House for final approval of a
minor amendment.

Williams said, though, that
he doesn’t have many bills he

particularly wants to see
passed in the remaining days.

“You’ve got all the budget
bills and all the associated
bills with them, and I really
don’t have very many other
things that have to be done,”
he said.

But he said the Senate is
awash in bills that are being
voted out of the House and
still could be taken up.

“We have a flood of bills,”
he said. “If you were here in
the chamber (Friday), you
saw all these House members
here independently seeking
the leadership out to ask that
their bills be (voted on). I’ve
never seen that before.”

Still, the Capitol is littered
with dead bills.

Perhaps the most signifi-
cant defeat came Feb. 23,
when the Senate beat back
SB 151, the proposed constitu-
tional amendment that would
have allowed casinos. The
bill, which was Beshear’s pri-
mary focus this session,
failed in the Senate on a 16-21
vote.

HB 77, which would have
allowed charter schools, nev-
er got a vote in the House Edu-
cation Committee.

A plan to add the privately
operated University of Pike-
ville to the state higher educa-
tion system — a Stumbo prior-
ity — died before it got out of
the House. Sponsors tried to
salvage it by creating a schol-
arship program for students
in coal-producing counties.

But that bill has been sent
to the Senate budget commit-
tee, typically a method of kill-
ing legislation, and money for
the program was not included
in the Senate version of the
budget.

SB 9, which would allow
students to attend neighbor-
hood schools — a shot at the
Jefferson County student as-
signment plan — passed the
Senate but will not be consid-
ered by the House.

Neither will SB 5, which
would make state elections
for attorney general nonpar-
tisan. It passed the Senate last
week, but Stumbo, himself a
former attorney general, said
he “never liked that bill.”

A House bill to ban smok-
ing in public places died a
quick death in a House com-
mittee, while a measure to
create an adult abuse regis-
try, similar to current child
abuse registry, appears to be
stalled in a Senate committee.
The bill has been a priority of
Beshear and House members.

Reporter Joseph Gerth can be
reached at (502) 582-4702.
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HB 265: The executive branch
budget bill, which funds most
government services from
schools, to state police and
corrections, to social services.
Has passed the House and Sen-
ate in different forms and must
go to conference committee.
HB 266: The state road fund
appropriations bill, which pays
for new roads and road im-
provements. Has passed the
House.
HB 267: The two-year road
plan, which outlines construc-
tion projects for the two years
of the budget. Has passed the
House and Senate in different
forms and must go to confer-
ence committee.
HB 268: The state legislative
budget bill, which pays salaries
for state lawmakers and em-
ployees of the Legislative Re-
search Commission. Has passed
the House and Senate in differ-
ent forms and must now go to
conference committee.
HB 269: The judicial branch
budget bill, which pays to oper-
ate the state court system. The
bill has passed the House and
Senate in different forms and
must now go to conference
committee.
SB 3: Limits the amount of
pseudoephedrine, a key ingredi-
ent in methamphetamine, that
people can buy without a pre-
scription. Passed the Senate and
awaiting a vote on House floor.
HB 4: Among other things,
improves monitoring system to
alert authorities when doctors
are prescribing too many narcot-
ics. Passed the House and await-
ing a vote in a Senate commit-
tee.
SB 74: Allows slow-moving
vehicles to use reflective tape
rather than garish orange safety
triangles. Passed the Senate and
is awaiting a vote on House
floor.

ing with activity, even though the
game will be in New Orleans.

“I want to be in the thick of it,”
she said, adding that national expo-
sure of the rivalry will be great for
Louisville and the state, regardless
of the outcome.

Some fans already had tickets
for the Final Four in New Orleans,
and they were especially pleased
with UK’s victory Sunday — be-

cause it meant the money they
spent was a good investment.

“It’s going to be a good week,”
said Mike Ludwig, of Hikes Point,
adding that ribbing between Wild-
cat and Cardinal fans will make it
that much more enjoyable.

Dre Stubbins also planned to be
in New Orleans but will be rooting
for the Cards, not the Cats.

Wearing a U of L T-shirt, the
Middletown man said he had no in-
terest in the UK-Baylor game —

other than a love for basketball.
He and friend Jason Farabee, of

St. Matthews, said UK underesti-
mates U of L, which could be its
downfall.

Stubbins had a message for UK
fans: “Good luck. All of the pres-
sure is on UK. They’re the team
that is predicted to win it all, but we
plan to play.”

Reporter Emily Hagedorn can be
reached at (502) 582-4621.

From left, Annie Goley, Ella Whittle, Carter Whittle, Andrew Goley and Caden Whittle watch the game at Buffalo
Wild Wings. The kids, especially Andrew, appeared pleased with UK’s success. FRANKIE STEELE/SPECIAL TO THE C-J
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Me” campaign.
Mary Kate Poling, the agency’s

president and CEO, said the goal is
to furnish the older cottages with
new bedding and sheets, inspira-
tional posters and other personal-
ized touches.

“None of those things are cov-
ered by the costs that we get fund-
ed through with the state. ... We’re
asking folks to help us make it
home for all of these kids,” she said.

Brooklawn will rely on private
funds to cover the $125,000 cost of
each building, and already the In-
dependent Pilots Association has
contributed $50,000 toward refur-
bishing a second cottage, she said.
Donors can choose to pay for spe-
cific rooms of a building or cover
the entire cost.

Poling didn’t give a schedule for
finishing the work, but said she
hopes it can happen quickly. More
than $100,000 has been raised so
far, according to Brooklawn.

For Cypress Cot-
tage, Wooley chose
a plan that he de-
scribed as “playful,
yet soothing.” A
common area now
includes a corner
bookshelf, bright
throw pillows on so-
fas and automobile
memorabilia.

Wooley said he approached the
residents the way he would a typi-
cal client and gave each a question-
naire on his interests. Each bed-
room was outfitted with personal
flourishes — a 13-year-old’s room
with posters of University of Ken-
tucky basketball, Muhammad Ali
and Kobe Bryant, for instance, is
across the hall from a 10-year-old’s
room featuring University of
Louisville gear and a poster of Jus-
tin Bieber.

The residents, ranging in age
from 10 to 15, shook hands and in-
troduced themselves to visitors
Sunday.

Michael McCloud, a Brooklawn
direct care specialist who is as-
signed to the cottage, said the boys
like their new surroundings.

“The kids, they reacted a lot bet-
ter to that. They felt more at home,”
he said.

Poling said some members of
the Brooklawn staff were initially
concerned that the new furnish-
ings might be damaged. So far, she
said, only one poster has been taken
down.

“We have seen the aggression
actually completely going down in
that cottage, so we know that if we
can do the same thing in some of the
other cottages and there’s pride,
then you’re going to take care of
your belongings,” she said.

Reporter Marcus Green can be
reached at (502) 582-4675.

Interior designer Barry Wooley said he planned the rooms at Brooklawn’s Cypress Cottage to be “playful, yet
soothing.” PHOTOS BY JOHN SOMMERS/SPECIAL TO THE COURIER-JOURNAL
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See more photos from Sunday’s open
house at www.courier-journal.com

Henry Ruth, who was a key fig-
ure in the federal investigation of
the Watergate scandal in the 1970s
and who spent a year leading the
special prosecutor’s office examin-
ing wrongdoing in the Nixon ad-
ministration, died March 16 at an
assisted-living facility in Tucson,
Ariz. He was 80.

Ruth’s wife, Deborah Mathieu,
said he had a stroke.

Ruth, a lawyer who had served
in the Justice Department and had
investigated organized crime,
joined the special prosecutor’s of-
fice as second in command to Ar-
chibald Cox soon after the office
was created in May 1973.

When Cox was dismissed during
the infamous “Saturday Night Mas-
sacre” five months later, Ruth kept

the office running until Leon Ja-
worski took over as special prose-
cutor on Nov. 1, 1973. Ruth stayed
on as Jaworski’s chief deputy dur-
ing a tumultuous period when doz-
ens of Watergate prosecutions took
place and as a constitutional crisis
about criminal activity at the high-
est levels of government played
out between Congress and the
White House.

The scandal began in June 1972,
when five men with ties to Presi-
dent Richard Nixon’s re-election
campaign were arrested while try-
ing to install eavesdropping de-
vices in the Democratic National
Committee headquarters at the
Watergate office complex in Wash-
ington. Nixon was re-elected in No-
vember 1972 and remained in of-
fice even as Cox began to explore
the depth of corruption in the ad-
ministration.

After refusing to turn over tape
recordings of White House conver-
sations to investigators, Nixon de-
manded that Cox be fired.

Attorney General Elliot Rich-
ardson and his deputy, William
Ruckelshaus, resigned rather than
dismiss Cox. The job then fell to So-
licitor General Robert Bork, as act-
ing attorney general, to carry out
Nixon’s order.

In July 1974, the Supreme Court
ruled 8-0 that Nixon was required
to turn over his tapes.

Nixon resigned Aug. 9,1974, and
was pardoned the next month by
President Gerald Ford.

After Jaworski stepped down in
October 1974, Ruth took his place
as special prosecutor. He ques-
tioned Nixon about the actions of
his subordinates and about his
tapes — in particular, a missing
segment of 18½ minutes.

Watergate prosecutor Ruth dies
By Matt Schudel
The Washington Post
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