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Thursday, May 3
5 - 7 p.m.

Ages   4   thru  18

218 Hwy. 66E • Tell City, IN
812-547-1295

  Behind Taco Bell

•Offering Classes in Tumbling for 
Preschool through Elite

•Summer Classes beginning June 4 morning 
or evening for your convenience

Summer Family 
Tumbling Special

Pay in full for the Summer (2 mos.)
 & 2nd Child is FREE! 

*New Families Only Please 
Visit  us  at  Tell City High School & see the Fusion 

Tumbling/Cheer Program on May 4 @ 7 p.m.

Home Owned & Operated 
Since 1975

YOUR AREA’S FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL 
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL SERVICE

L 

By Betty Whitworth
blwhit@bbtel.com

The Herald-News Staff

HARDINSBURG—Imag-
ine going from Hardinsburg, 
Kentucky to national televi-
sion! That is what Dustin 
Cundiff did when he ap-
peared on American Idol a 
few months ago.

Dustin says he began sing-
ing when he was about four-
years-old. The fi rst song he 
learned was “John Deere 
Green.” He began singing in 
public when he was six or 
seven. “I sang at the Moose 
Lodge when they had kara-
oke for kids. I used to sing 
‘Chain of Love’ and ‘Boogie-
Woogie Choo-Choo-Train’.”

He is a senior in high 
school now and his choice of 
music has changed. “I sing R 
& B and Blues,” he stated. 
He also plays a guitar and is 
learning to play the piano. “I 
taught myself the guitar my 
freshman year.” He says a 
friend played the guitar and 
showed him a few chords. 
From there he taught himself. 
“My papaw can play the gui-
tar too,” he added. So, music 
comes naturally to Dustin.

The inspiration for him to 
try out for American Idol was 
a friend. “My best friend, Ka-
tie Glasscock, passed away 
two years ago. She told me 
every day that I’d better go 
try out for American Idol. 
That’s the reason I went, plus 
I love music.”

He has been watching the 
show since it fi rst aired. It 
looked like fun, so that also 
inspired him. 

The audition was held in 
St. Louis. Dustin said about 
10,000 people were there to 
try out. “We had to go through 
preliminary rounds before we 
sang for the judges. That was 
a long and stressful process! 
We were there from 6:00 
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in the morning until 8:00 or 
9:00 that night. It was crazy!”

He made it through that 
fi rst round. “I sang in front 

of the producers again. That 
time there were about 300 
people. I got to sing in front 
of Jennifer Lopez, Randy 
Jackson and Steven Tyler.” 
He said of the 300 contes-
tants, about 36 made it to the 
next round. Dustin and 35 
others were chosen from the 
original 10,000 contestants to 
appear on the show.

When he learned that he 
was actually going to be on 
the show, he says the adrena-
line made him feel like he 
wanted to run a marathon! 
“I played it cool though,” he 
stated.

In preparation for the show, 

he just tried to think of songs 
that he knew he could sing 
well. “Whatever they told me 
to do, I just did it. I did prac-

tice some songs, but not that 
much.”

The fi rst round was where 
he had to sing acappella. 

Once he made it through that 
round, he was assigned to 
sing with a group. His acap-
pella performance was not 
shown on television, but the 
performance with the group 
was on the show. 

Dustin made it through 
fi ve rounds. “I was cut on the 
sixth round,” he stated. He 
may try out again; he isn’t 
sure yet what he will do. “It 
will depend on how my sing-
ing career is going.”

Off the camera, the judges 
talked to Dustin and the other 
contestants. It was brief be-
cause they were so busy. “I 
talked to Steven Tyler. He did 
some ‘Aerosmith’ screams 
for me. I got to talk to Ryan 
Seacrest a lot.”

He said seeing himself on 
TV was kind of weird, but he 
wasn’t nervous at the time of 
the fi lming. “I didn’t get ner-
vous until it was over!”

Since he came home, he 
has kept in touch with some 
of the other contestants. But, 
as time has passed, they talk 
less often. He spoke highly 
of some of the other singers. 
Right now he is rooting for 
Colton Dixon, Skylar Laine, 
and Hollie Cavanagh. He 
added, “Jessica Sanchez is 
also amazing. But Colton has 
the widest range of music. He 
can sing anywhere from rock 
to R & B.”

School has been a little dif-

ferent since his appearance 
on American Idol. “I hang out 
with the people I usually hang 
out with,” he said. “I don’t let 
people talk to me that don’t 
talk to me normally. Some 
people said I was making a 
fool of myself because I was 
on American Idol. They said 
I was getting big-headed. 
That’s why I’m getting a shirt 
that says ‘Haters make me fa-
mous’.” 

He watches the other tal-
ent shows on television, but 
American Idol was the only 
one that interested him as far 
as being a contestant. 

Dustin has a manager now, 
and he is working with a re-
cording studio, Sir-Ran Pro-
duction, in Louisville. He 
has also been to Atlanta and 
has a publicist. In Atlanta he 
created interest among some 
recording studios. They had 
seen Dustin on YouTube. 
“They said ‘This white boy is 
not white!’” 

He has his fi rst single demo 
out now. “The name of the 
song is ‘Love Somebody.’ 
My songwriter, Tim Smith, 

wrote it.” A copy can be pur-
chased by calling Dustin’s 
mother, Cathy Johnson, at 
617-4429. Sometime during 
the summer the CD should be 
in stores like Walmart.

Dustin and Kenzi Lewis, 
former American Idol con-
testant, are planning on book-
ing some gigs within the next 
month in Elizabethtown. 
A fundraiser is also being 
planned in Hardinsburg for 
Dustin soon. Information 
will be posted on Dustin’s 
business site and home page 
at www.facebook.com/d.vo-
cals90.

 The CD is a way to get his 
name out there with a sample 
of his singing. When his CD 
comes out, he hopes people 
will buy it because they heard 
his single and liked it. 

“This is what I want to do 
the rest of my life,” he said. 
So, he is full throttle ahead! 
And, don’t be surprised if you 
see him on American Idol 
next season, unless his career 
takes off and he doesn’t need 
American Idol anymore.


