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‘When the Stars Go Blue’
Frederick Fraize High School hosted its 2012 prom April 14 at The Summit in Owens-
boro. An after-prom party was held at the YMCA in Owensboro. Pictured are, from left, 
prince Austin Maysey; princess Kimmie Houtchen; queen Samantha Dewitt; and king 
Chris Harris.

Plane crashes at SeRee
By H. Brian Greene

The Herald-News Staff
hbgreenethn@bbtel.com
SeREE—A Louisville 

man was killed Saturday af-
ternoon, April 14, after the 
small airplane he was fl ying 
crashed into a cornfi eld at the 
end of Percy Elliott Lane off 
KY 690.

Sheriff Todd Pate told The 
Herald-News that Chief Dep-
uty Bruce Anthony was ad-
vised by dispatch of a small 
aircraft going down around 
1:45 p.m.

Pate said three planes had 
left the airport at Rough 
River Dam State Resort Park 
en route to Bowman Field in 
Louisville. At some point, 
one of the pilots communi-
cated that he thought he was 
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Crash claims life of pilot
Emergency personnel responded to the scene of a small plane crash around 1:45 p.m. 
Saturday afternoon, April 14, on Percy Elliott Lane at SeRee. The pilot of the Lancair 
aircraft—Donald E. Klein Jr., 54, Louisville—was the only person aboard the plane and 
was pronounced dead at the scene.

about two miles from Har-
dinsburg and was experienc-
ing electrical problems.

“I’m going down hard,” he 
reportedly told the others.

The other pilots fl ew into 
the Hardinsburg airport and 
advised dispatch of the situ-
ation. Pate said a short time 
later a hunter called dispatch 
and reported he found the 
wreckage.

The single-engine propel-
ler Lancair aircraft came to 
rest in a cornfi eld at the end 
of Percy Elliott Lane on pri-
vate property owned by Rick 
and Barry Elliott. Neighbors 
in the area reported hearing 
the crash. No one reported 
seeing smoke or fi re associ-
ated with the plane.

The pilot—Donald E. 

Klein Jr., 54—was pro-
nounced dead at the scene by 
Breckinridge County Coro-
ner Tim Bandy. An autopsy 
was scheduled in Louisville 
the following day.

In addition to the Breck-
inridge County Sheriff’s 
Department, volunteer fi re-
fi ghters from Harned, Har-
dinsburg, McDaniels, and 
Custer, Breck Central EMS, 
and Hardinsburg Police were 
on the scene of the crash.

Upon their arrival, the 
investigation was handed 
over to representatives from 
the National Transportation 
Safety Board and the Federal 
Aviation Administration.

No one on the ground was 
injured, Pate said.

Photo by David W. Hayes

Security at the justice center
Staffing the scanner at the new justice center on Monday, April 16 were, from left, 
Richard Morris, Frankie Jones, Virgil Phillips, Don Engler and Sheriff Todd Pate. 

HARDINSBURG—Visi-
tors to the new Breckinridge 
County Justice Center quickly 
learned there are certain items 
you can not take into the cen-
ter which opened to the pub-
lic on Monday. Among many 
of the confi scated items were 
pocket knives. 

Any weapon is not permis-
sible according to regulations 
set by the Administrative Of-
fi ce of the Courts (AOC).

According to Deputy Don 
Engler, visitors forget they 
have a pocket knife in their 

possession when they enter. 
The scanner will detect this 
and the individual must return 
to their vehicle to leave their 
knife.

Visitors must also realize 
their is no smoking permit-

By David W. Hayes
The Herald-News Staff

editorialthn@bbtel.com
HARDINSBURG—The 

Breckinridge County Board 
of Education during its regu-
lar meeting Wednesday night 
recessed and reconvened 
as the Breckinridge County 
School District Finance Cor-
poration which has the same 
members as the board. The 
board unanimously approved 
a resolution with authorizes 
the execution of an escrow 
agreement to pay or have a 
defeasance of a portion of 
the  2004 bonds valued at 
$600,000 which was paying 
holders 4.6 percent interest. 
Chip Sunderland, a fi nan-
cial consultant with Hilliard 
Lyons,  told the board they 
can use general fund money 
which is drawing no inter-
est to make the payment and 
save an estimated $155,000 
in interest payments. Accord-
ing to Sunderland, the bonds 
would be paid off in 2024. 

The board approved an in-
crease of fi ve cents for both 
student and adult breakfast 
and lunch prices of the 2012-
13 school year. The following 
are the new prices
                   Breakfast  Lunch
BCHS/
BCMS          $1.25       $1.85
Elementary   $1.25       $1.80
Adult         $2.00       $2.85
Adult Visitor $2.25      $3.50
Children 
Visitor         $2.00       $3.00
Community 
Day Dinner  Adults $7 Chil-
dren $3

The board approved on a 3 
to 2 vote in favor of the hiring 
of Drane & Company, PLLC 
as the district’s auditor for the 
2012-13 fi scal year at a cost of 
$14,750. The other bid came 
from Stiles, Carter, & Associ-
ates at a bid of $13,750. Board 
Member Paula Burke said 

she was in favor of Drane & 
Company even though their 
bid was $1,000 more because 
it is a local company with ties 
to the school system. Board 
member Kenneth Hager, who 
voted no along with Vanessa 
Lucas, said companies in the 
future may not bid because 
the lowest bid was not ac-
cepted. 

The board approved the 
payment of $46,730.91 and 
$41,678.11 to RBS Design 
for their work on the Custer 
Elementary and Breckinridge 
County Area Technology 
Center renovation projects re-
spectively. 

The board approved the 
following fi eld trips:

• Gifted and Talented to 
Nashville, Tenn to visit the 
Parthenon and Grand Ole 
Opry on April 28.

IRVINGTON—The city 
councilors approved the sec-
ond reading of the annexation 
ordinance at a special called 
meeting on April 12.

The city limits will now 
include land on the southside 
of U.S. 60 including Lots 39, 
40, 41 and 43 of Ater Heights 
subdivision and a 1.454 acre 
tract south of U.S. 60 and 
west of Hwy. 2202.  The tax-
able value of the proposed an-
nexed property is $83,500. 

The councilors also voted 
to employ one seasonal em-
ployee for 26 weeks who will 
work up to 36 hours per week 
at a pay scale of $7.25 per 
hour. There will be a budget 
amendment to cover the sal-
ary. The city will take bids on 
a new mower which will be 
used to mow the cemetery. 

The city was paying $650 
per mowing to a local  vendor 
the previous year. 

City will mow cemetery

Leave any weapons in your car
ted inside the justice center 
which  is another AOC regu-
lation. 

A minor glitches have been 
detected but for the most part 
the new building is function-
ing well. 

Payoff  will save district $155K

Continued on Page 2

By David W. Hayes
The Herald-News Staff

editorialthn@bbtel.com
CLOVERPORT—The city 

council (Councilors Jeff Wil-
liams and Jennifer Ammons 
were absent) gave Clover-
port resident, Walter Pate, the 
green light to proceed clear-
ing the right-of-way on Third 
St. which is still a city street. 
Pate wants to build a structure 
on property he owns where 
Center Street and Third Street 
meet. Pate told the council he 
plans to ditch and put in rock 
on a bank to improve the wa-
ter fl ow down a hill. He will 
cover his own liability. 

This was the fi rst meeting 
for newly appointed Coun-
cilor Candy Weatherholt. 

Police Chief Jeff Hendrick  
reported he had delivered 
three letters notifying prop-
erty owners they were in vio-
lation of the city’s nuisance 
ordinance. 

Hendrick’s report to the 
council showed 102 com-
plaint calls to the Cloverport 
Police Department in April. 
He reported the police will 
be doing foot patrols in areas 
around the city this month 
and throughout the rest of 
summer. 

Councilors discussed nui-
sances of high grass on Oak 
St., a loose and aggressive 
dog at the city-owned trail-

er court, standing water in 
ditches on Locust St.  Mayor 
Susan Hendricks announced 
there is a pre-trial conference 
scheduled for  April 18 in-
volving Carolyn Barr and the 
Steamboat House. The city is 
asking for the return of the 
property. 

Mayor Hendricks re-
ported water usage is down 
to 109,000 gallons per day 
compared to last month’s 
127,000 gallons. She report-
ed several leaks have been 
repaired. 

The council agreed to ac-
cept a sign maintenance 
policy in concordance with a 
federal mandate. According 
to City Clerk Kathy McCoy 
all signs must conform to the 
federal guidances for visabil-
ity by 2015. 

Councilor Dan Allen men-
tioned the problem with bi-
cyclists and skate boarders 
on Main St. The city does 
have an ordinance prohibit-
ing their use on Main, Elm 
and Poplar streets. Repeated 
offenses could result in a $50 
fi ne. Bicyclists are to observe 
the same traffi c regulations 
as vehicles when on city 
streets.

The council recessed into a 
30 minute executive session 
and reported on action taken 
after reconvening in regular 
session. 

Unused streets
may be cleared


