
A five-hour search for a 
missing kayaker Saturday 
ended when the kayaker and 
his wife found the search-
ers.

“We found them when 
they walked out of the 
woods ,”  sa id  Whi t ley 
C o u n t y  E m e r g e n c y 
Managemen t  D i r ec to r 
Danny Moses of Christian 
Wagner, and his wife, who 
were forced to walk when 
Wagner’s kayak overturned 
as he traversed a section of 
rapids on the Cumberland 
River above Noe’s Dock off 
of Bee Creek Road..

They were cold and wet 
but otherwise uninjured,” 
Moses said.

The search began about 
7:30 p.m. when a call came 
in to Whitley County 911 of 
a missing man. Moses said 
Paul Brown from Rockhold, 
who was fishing on the river, 

had found the overturned 
kayak. Inside was a water-
proof bag that contained 
Wagner’s driver’s license, 
cell phone, wallet and other 
personal effects.

W o o d b i n e  a n d 
Williamsburg fire depart-
ments brought their boats 
and the Whitley County 
S h e r i f f ’s  O ff i c e  a n d 
Kentucky Department of 
Fish and Wildlife turned out 
to provide personnel to aid 
in the search.

Working from Noe’s 
Dock, the search continued 
into the night by boat and 
on foot into the woods.

In talking to Moses after 
they were found, Christian 
Wagner said the rapids the 
couple was negotiating was 
listed as “class three.” While 
they have made it through 
similar class rapids in 
Indiana, he told Moses the 
rapids on the Cumberland 
River may be under rated.

“He said it was a little 

more than he was used to,”
Moses said.

When Wagner’s kayak 
overturned, the couple made
it to the riverbank and began 
hiking.

Moses said this is the first
water rescue emergency per-
sonnel in Whitley County
have been called out to per-
form.

To aid potential rescuers, 
Moses advises anyone out 
in the woods or on the water
to have a supply of food and
water along with a whistle 
and a flashlight.

“Even if Wagner had kept
his bag with him, the cell 
phone wouldn’t have done 
him any good because he 
didn’t have any service,”
Moses noted. In addition,
Moses said individuals who
find themselves lost should 
not try to hike to safety as 
they may end up hiking in 
the wrong direction and 
only make it harder for res-
cuers to find them.

A Williamsburg man, who allegedly 
assaulted his wife with a meat cleaver on 
Feb. 20, will be evaluated later this year to 
determine his competence to stand trial.

Public defender Ron Findell entered a not 
guilty plea on behalf of James Privett III, 
26, Monday afternoon on charges of crimi-
nal attempt to commit murder, first-degree 
assault and first-degree burglary.

Circuit Judge Paul Winchester scheduled 
a July 17 pretrial conference in the case, 
and ordered that Privett’s bond conditions 
be kept the same.

He is currently being incarcerated in lieu 
of a $1 million cash bond.

During the brief hearing, Findell asked 
for an order to have his client undergo a 
psychiatric evaluation to determine his com-
petence to stand trial.

Commonwealth’s Attorney Allen Trimble 
had no objections to the request.

Privett appeared in court Monday wearing 
an orange jail jumpsuit with his legs shack-

led and his hands cuffed behind his back.
On Feb. 20, Privett allegedly assaulted his

wife, Erica Privett, including at least two
blows to the head with a meat cleaver dur-
ing a domestic dispute, police said.

“Ironically, after he struck her several 
times with a meat cleaver, he tried to get her 
to go to a neighbor’s house after he did all
this to her, and he physically took her most 
of the way to the neighbor’s house where he
broke into the neighbor’s residence,” said 
Sheriff Colan Harrell.

Their neighbor, Donna Cunningham,
noted that James Privett kicked the door in
and tried to clean his wife up at her trailer.

First-degree assault and attempted murder
each carry penalties ranging from 10 to 20
years in prison, which means Privett could
receive up to 40 years in prison if convicted.

Court records indicate that Privett has 
three prior convictions for fourth-degree 
assault/domestic violence in Whitley 
County since 2006.

Editor’s note: the James Privett listed in 
this story isn’t the James Privett, who is 
Williamsburg Fire Chief.

T h e  w o o d e n  b r i d g e  i n 
Williamsburg, which is located 
beside W.D. Bryant Hardware and 
crosses the railroad tracks, will 
apparently remain closed for a 
while longer.

CSX closed the bridge recently 
due to safety concerns, and were 
supposed to open bids Monday from 
contractors to fix or replace the 
bridge, Mayor Roddy Harrison told 

the Williamsburg City Council dur-
ing its monthly meeting Monday.

Harrison said it would be at least 
two weeks before any work begins 
provided that a bid was approved.

“I’m afraid it may be closed all 
summer,” Harrison noted.

City officials expressed concern 
that the bridge’s closing could delay 
emergency responders if a train is 
blocking the tracks at both the Main 
Street and Second Street crossings.

During Monday’s meeting, 
Harrison also briefly discussed 

alcohol sales at restaurants.
During a special election last 

month, Williamsburg voters gave 
approval for alcohol sales at restau-
rants, which seat at least 100 people 
and derive at least 70 percent of 
their profits from food sales.

Harrison said several issues have 
to be sorted out before alcohol sales 
begin, such as appointing an alcohol 
beverage control administrator and 
deciding whether to allow Sunday 
alcohol sales. “We have to have an 
ordinance in place before the 60 

days run out,” he added. Under state 
law, alcohol sales could potentially 
start as soon as May 20.

Harrison is scheduled to meet 
with city council members Richard 
Foley, Chet Riley and Mary Ann 
Stanfill at 1 p.m. on April 12, and 
with council members Erica Harris, 
Troy Sharp and Laurel West at 4 
p.m. that day.

More than four city council mem-
bers couldn’t meet privately with 
the mayor without violating the 
state open meetings act.

Harrison said he likely would 
hold a public forum at a later date 
to better inform the public about
implementation of alcohol sales.

In other business, the council:
• Discussed the sewer project, 

Briar Creek pump station project 
and water loss issues.

The Briar Creek pump station 
project is being redesigned after the
low bid came in $300,000 over bud-
get.

See COUNCIL, page A-6
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Chamber speech: Williamsburg Mayor Roddy Harrison spoke about improvements to the city 
as the keynote speaker at the Southern Kentucky Chamber of Commerce luncheon Tuesday.

Missing Ind. kayakers find 
would-be rescuers Saturday

■ By Dean Manning
dmanning@corbinnewsjournal.com

Harrison speaks about alcohol, city 
improvements during luncheon

County attorney forum Monday

Williamsburg Mayor Roddy Harrison’s 
introduction as the speaker for Tuesday’s 
Southern Kentucky Chamber of Commerce 
monthly membership luncheon went a lit-
tle differently than normal, but then again 
Harrison has always been a little different.

Rather than a stuffy introduction by some-
one wearing a suit and tie, Harrison was intro-
duced with the playing of his music video set 
to the song ‘We Built This City’ by Starship.

The video, which was done last year by the 
University of the Cumberlands media depart-
ment, features Harrison lip synching to the 
song around various sites in Williamsburg, 
and is a local YouTube hit.

“Seven years ago one of the goals I had 
along with the judge was to revive the 
Williamsburg Chamber of Commerce,” 
Harrison said.

It wasn’t long until Corbin Chamber of 
Commerce Director Bruce Carpenter sug-
gested the idea of forming a regional chamber 
of commerce to Harrison and the idea quickly 
took off.

“I thought it was an awesome idea and now 
it is great to see all of you involved. Because 
of all of your hard work, this area will greatly 
improve. I want to thank you all for that,” 
Harrison told the chamber members.

Harrison said that several things have 
changed in Williamsburg since he last 
addressed the chamber of commerce in 2010.

He noted that the most prevalent thing on 
many people’s minds is what is happening 
in regards to alcohol sales after last months 
moist vote.

Harrison compared the alcohol vote to the 
old Road Runner cartoons where in one epi-
sode old Wil E. Coyote actually caught the 
Road Runner.

“He held up one of his famous signs, as he 
held a tight grip on the Road Runner that sim-
ply read, ‘Now what?’” Harrison noted.

Harrison said that he has been studying 
the process and has contacted state alcohol 
beverage control officials and various may-
ors across the state to get advice, including 
Corbin Mayor Willard McBurney.

Harrison said the first reading of an ordi-
nance regulating alcohol sales should be 
ready for its first reading during the May 
council meeting.

“I think you all - as you are the backbone of 
our area - will agree this vote was not really 
about alcohol,” he said. “It was about choice 
and perception. People should be able to have 

a choice, and the perception of Williamsburg 
to the outside world needs to be updated.

“Whether you think it is a good thing or a 
bad thing, a dry town is not perceived as for-
ward thinking, especially to people, who may 
want to invest in our community ... Alcohol is 
not a panacea, but I think you all will agree 
our area is moving forward.”

Harrison said there are several projects cur-
rently underway that will help improve the 
city, such as a $1 million sewer project that 
should get underway in July.

He recently approached Rep. Regina Bunch 
about getting some further financial assis-
tance with some infrastructure projects, and 
she has been able to secure $60,000. Senate 
President David Williams was able to secure 
another $30,000, and work could start as 
early as next week. The money will be used 
for water, sewer and drainage work.

Also, within the next few weeks, city offi-
cials hope to begin work on a facelift for 
downtown sidewalks.

“We have needed to make our sidewalks 
more handicap accessible for years. We will 
be replacing the old ramps with the correct 
design that is up to code,” Harrison said.

A joint effort with the Williamsburg 
Tourism Commission is also planned to 
replace old playground equipment on Mackey 
Avenue in the Highland Park area.

A new baseball/softball field has been 
added next to the waterpark to ease some of 
the wear and tear on the little league park.

“We hope to add another field later along 
with possibly a practice football field for little 
league also,” Harrison said.

Attendance at the waterpark has improved 
the last two seasons as the admission price 
was dropped to $10 daily, which resulted in 
improvements to the facility.

Restrooms were added closer to the kid’s 
pool area, some kid’s attractions were 
replaced, and an additional area has been 
concreted to allow for more sunbathers.

Harrison added that last year when he heard 
that the owners of the old Lion Apparel build-
ing wanted to sell the building, and he called 
to see if they were interested in donating it to 
the city.

Surprisingly, company officials agreed and 
the deal is almost complete.

Harrison noted that he recently showed the 
building to a small group, which is interested 
in expanding its business. The group isn’t a 
large factory, but a small local growing busi-
ness that is hoping to expand.

See CHAMBER, page A-6
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Attempted murder suspect to 
under go psychological exam

■ By Mark White
mwhite@corbinnewsjournal.com

The Whitley County Unite Coalition 
is sponsoring a county attorney forum, 
which will take place Monday at 6 p.m. at 
Williamsburg City Hall.

Whit ley County Uni te  Coal i t ion 
Chairperson Angelika Lewis-Bowling said 
that so far two of the three candidates, 

Bob Hammons and Graham Trimble, have
agreed to participate in the forum.

Interim County Attorney Don Moses, who
is also a candidate, hasn’t responded to invi-
tation so far, she said.

Lewis-Bowling said that the reason for the
forum is due to public interest in this year’s
race and the disastrous effects drugs have 
had on the community. Adam Sulfridge will
serve as moderator of the forum.

■ By Mark White
mwhite@corbinnewsjournal.com

Couple had been lost for five hours


