
A Whitley County man -initially 
sued a decade ago by a Columbus, 
OH based natural gas company for 
shutt ing of gas 
w e l l s  o n  h i s 
Woodbine prop-
erty - managed to 
turn the tables in 
Whitley Circuit 
Court last week.

After about two 
hours of delibera-
tions, a jury award-
ed  47 -yea r-o ld 
Simon Vanderpool 
and his ex-wife, 
Sandra Nance, $217,890, in his long-
standing dispute with K. Petroleum 
Inc. and its owner Jam Khorrami.

“He sued me,  and I  won,” 
Vanderpool said following the ver-

dict. “My stance in court was that the 
gas belongs to me. He was taking my 
gas and not paying for it ... There’s 
a lot of money going out of Whitley 
County down the pipeline that people 
don’t realize. If this inspires one per-

son to stand up to 
these people and 
get what is right-
fully theirs, then I 
am satisfied.”

The central dis-
pute in the case 
d a t e s  b a c k  t o 
2002. Vanderpool 
bought a 300-acre 
tract of property 
in Woodbine from 
his father-in-law in 

Jan. 2002. 
The three gas wells were already 

there ,  ins ta l led  years  before 

See VERDICT, page A-10

Package liquor sales are coming 
to Corbin as soon as June. Coming 
sooner is alco-
hol  sa les  on 
Sunday.

In  addi t ion 
t o  r e g u l a t -
ing the sale of 
package alco-
hol, the ordi-
nance passed 
unanimously by the Corbin City 
Commission Monday night and 
again Tuesday morning regulates 
the sale of alcohol by the drink. It 

included a new provision allowing 
restaurants to sell alcohol by the 
drink on Sunday, which was not 
included in the original ordinance 
passed after voters approved a ref-

erendum in 2003.
The ordinance 

permits the sale 
of liquor and/or 
beer between 6 
a.m. and 1 a.m. 
Monday through 
Saturday and 1 
p.m. until mid-

night on Sunday.
With London also permitting 

See ALCOHOL, page A-9
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Easter Egg hunts
See exclusive photo gallery of Easter egg hunts in 
Corbin and W’burg at www.thenewsjournal.net.

Looking for funding
Tourism Commission gets onslaught of funding 
requests for local events, projects - page A-11. Corbin Lady Hounds to host 

tournament this weekend
See SPORTS Section C

Over 20 nabbed in areawide 
drug raids— PAGE A-7

■ By Dean Manning
dmanning@corbinnewsjournal.com

TOURNEY ACTIONTOURNEY ACTION

■ By Trent Knuckles
tknuckles@corbinnewsjournal.com

Commissioners pass ordinance in 
back-to-back meetings this week

New liquor law 
will allow Sunday 

sales in Corbin

Stress emphasis on presidential campaign

GOP faithful honor 
Bob, Nancy Mitchell

Hundreds of GOP faithful gath-
ered in Corbin Saturday night to 
honor six area residents, who have 
made significant contributions to 
the Republican party and to ener-
gize the Republican base for the 
upcoming presidential election this 
fall.

The 74th Annual Fifth District 
Lincoln Day Banquet was held at 
the Corbin Technology Center.

Bob and Nancy Mitchell of 
Corbin were two of the six induct-
ees into the Fifth District Lincoln 
Club Hall of Fame Saturday.

The hall of fame was started 
in 1985 and honors outstanding 
Republican leaders who have con-
tributed above and beyond the call 
of duty to the Republican Party, 
noted U.S. Rep. Hal Rogers, who 
presided over the induction cere-
mony.

Bob Mitchell 
serves as Rogers 
district director 
and right hand 
man.

“I get credit 
for a lot of things 
Bob  Mi tche l l 
did and Nancy 
Mitchell,” Rogers 

said. “They are 
always humble 

and always wanting to say thank 
you. They are always there to do 
what has to be done.”

Rogers noted that the day he met 
Bob Mitchell was the luckiest day 
of his life. After looking over at 
his wife, Rogers quickly changed 
that to the second luckiest day of 
his life. This was followed by loud 
laughter from the crowd.

“I’ve said this many, many times 

See BANQUET, page A-10

Man serving 
time for sex 

abuse indicted 
for same crime

News Journal.net.net
the

EXTRA CONTENT: Read the 
entire text of Corbin’s alcohol ordi-
nance only on our website.

❛❛ ❜❜The people of Corbin have opened their arms to this project.
— DYLAN BAKER, DIRECTOR OF “23 BLAST”

Photos by SHAWN POWERS BRYANT
A day on the set: Above, legendary Corbin Redhound football coach Archie Powers, right, poses for a photo 
with actor Fred Thompson who portrays Powers in “23 Blast” a movie currently being filmed in Corbin. The 
movie is inspired by events in the life of Travis Freeman, a former CHS student who played football at the 
school in the late 1990s after going blind. Below, Noah Taylor readies himself for a scene.

■ By Trent Knuckles and Dean Manning
for the News Journal

HUNDREDS NEEDED FOR 
GAME SCENES IN ‘23 BLAST’

Filmmakers are hoping 
to fill the seats at Corbin’s 
Campbell field Saturday for 
scenes in a movie based on the 
life of former local football 
player Travis Freeman, who 
went blind while in middle 
school but was able to play for 
the Redhound varsity team at 
age 17.

“23 Blast” is a fictional 
adaptation of Freeman’s expe-
riences as a Corbin student 
and athlete. He played center 
for the Redhounds football 
team from 1995 through 1998. 
Freeman lost his sight at age 
12 when he was stricken with 
meningitis after contracting 
a sinus infection. “That road 
was a tough one but his faith 
carried him through it,” said 

Corbin Offensive Coordinator 
Willard Farris who coached 
Freeman.

Freeman now l ives  in 
Louisville and is studying to 
be a Baptist minister.

Principal shooting for the 
film is taking place in Corbin 
right now and will last for 
about three more weeks, 
said production assistant 
Alicia Zaragoza Tuesday. On 
Saturday, the films crew will 
be shooting game scenes at 
Campbell field and they are 
hoping to pack the stands with 
Redhound faithful. They are 
looking for about 700 extras 
to take part in the filming. The 
band will be there as well to 

See BLAST, page A-8

Photos by MARK WHITE
Energizing the base: U.S. Senator Mitch McConnell, the senate minority 
leader, encouraged the GOP faithful during the 74th Annual Lincoln Day 
Banquet Saturday to work hard to defeat President Barack Obama during 
the November General Election.

Jury awards Whitley man 
$218k in natural gas lawsuit

A Williamsburg man, 
who is already serving a 
three-year prison sentence 
for sex abuse, was indicted 
Monday on more sex relat-
ed charges.

A  Whi t l ey  Coun ty 
Grand Jury charged Jimmy 
Smallwood, 49, with two 
counts for first-degree 
sodomy and two counts of 
first-degree sex abuse.

On March 1 and March 
8, 2004, Smallwood alleg-
edly engaged in deviate 
sexual intercourse and 
had sexual contact with a 
female less than 12 years 

See INDICT, page A-10

■ By Mark White
mwhite@corbinnewsjournal.com
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■ By Trent Knuckles
tknuckles@corbinnewsjournal.com

❛❛ He sued me, and I 
won ... He was taking 

my gas and not paying 
for it …❜❜

— SIMON VANDERPOOL


