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COLONY HOUSE

APARTMENTS

100 Colony Drive

P.O. Box 24

Barlow, KY 42024-0024

Phone: 270-334-3148   TDD (800) 648-6056

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY!!! ONE BEDROOM UNITS!

Rent based on income, 

Restricted to age 55 and above, 

disabled or handicapped

Open Monday and Friday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Equal Housing Opportunity

Established October 26, 2004
Rickie Bugg - Owner/Anita Bugg - Editor

Located next door to The Bluegrass Restaurant
The Ballard Weekly  is published by Rickie Bugg

at 141 West Kentucky Drive, LaCenter, KY 42056

#023187

POSTMASTER: Send Address changes to:

Ballard Weekly at P.O. Box 725, LaCenter, KY 42056-0725

270-665-9335

Rates: $25.00 per one year in county;
$29.50 out of county

Published Every Wednesday

Now Accepting Mastercard and Visa

“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be dis-
couraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever

you go.” - Joshua 1:9

Weekly Service Schedule

Sunday

9:00 am Coffee and Donuts

9:30 am Sunday School

10:30 am Worship Service

6:00 pm Discipleship Training/ Awana

7:00 pm Evening Service

Wednesdays

6:00 Open Gym for Students

7:00 Prayer and Bible Study/ 

Student

Ministry Bible

Study/ Children’s Programs

Diligence
Proverbs 4: 23; 

Nehemiah 4: 1-23

The virtue we will be looking at today is
Diligence.  Exactly what is diligence?  Accord-
ing to Webster’s Dictionary Diligence is “per-
sistent application to one’s work,” or being
“marked by persevering, painstaking effort.”
Basically, Diligence is faithfully completing the
task you have been given.  Diligence is more
than just staying busy, though, it is putting
every effort into something.  Another use of
the word is to be on guard.  Diligence is re-
quired by a soldier on guard duty.  They must
remain alert and aware of their surroundings to
protect themselves and their fellow soldiers
from attack. 

In our Christian walk, both of these defi-
nitions are true.  We are called to be diligent in
our work and we are called to stand guard
against our enemy, Satan, and all of his at-
tacks.  Our key verse for today is Proverbs 4:
23 which says, “Guard your heart above all
else, for it is the source of life.”  As children of
God we must know that Satan will attempt to
attack and derail our lives.  In order to keep
from falling prey to the devil’s schemes, we
must stay on guard.  One of the greatest exam-
ples of this is found in the book of Nehemiah.  

Nehemiah has returned to Jerusalem,
with the sole purpose of rebuilding the walls.
Almost immediately the Israelites find them-
selves under attack for doing what God had
told them to do.  In 4: 1-3 Nehemiah calls upon
his men to be diligent when the enemy threat-

ens.  He tells them to be good watchmen and
to stand guard never allowing themselves to
become blind to the enemy.  This is what had
happened to Israel to begin with and why they
had been sent into exile and the temple and
walls destroyed.  Isaiah said, “Israel’s watch-
men are blind, all of them, they know nothing;
all of them are mute dogs, they cannot bark;
they dream, lie down, and love to sleep” (Isa-
iah 56: 10).  This is what Nehemiah was guard-
ing against, but the issue is more of a spiritual
one than a physical one.  We cannot allow our-
selves to become comfortable and forget that
the enemy is roaming about the earth like a
roaring lion seeking whom he may devour.

The next thing that Nehemiah warns
them about is to be diligent in prayer.  In
verses 4-5 Nehemiah takes his problem to
God.  He takes time out of all that he is doing
to pray.  If we are to be God’s representatives
in this world, then we must take the time to
spend with Him.  Martin Luther once said, “I
have far too much to do today to not spend at
least three hours in prayer.”  Prayer keeps as
alert, it keeps us focused and it provides the
power we need to make it through life’s bat-
tles.

We must also be diligent in the work
God has called us to do.  God deserves our
best, not our leftovers.  All too often we de-
plete ourselves with everything else in life and
then, if there is anything left, we give that to
God.  God wants our first fruits, not our rotten
fruit.  We have to maintain the will to work.
Sometimes that can be hard, I know, but we
must remain faithful.  The first Baptist mission-
ary to India was there for seven years before
he saw his first convert. We must also be dili-

gent in protecting the work God has given us.
As the men worked on the wall, they carried a
shovel in one hand and a sword in the other.
The task of completing the Great Commission
has been given to all who believe and we must
protect that task. 

Lastly, we must be diligent in our faith.
After taking a look around at what they had al-
ready done, and what needed to be done, Ne-
hemiah spoke to the men of Jerusalem.  He
said, “Don’t be afraid of them.  Remember the
great and awe-inspiring Lord, and fight for
your countrymen, you sons and daughters,
your wives and homes.” With God on their
side, there was nothing the enemy could do to
them, but we must trust Him and keep up our
faith.

The diligence God calls us to is a will-
ingness to work for Him in all things, and to
guard our faith and our hearts when the enemy
attacks.  Ephesians 6: 6 says, “Don’t work only
while being watched, in order to please men,
but as slaves of Christ, do God’s will from your
heart.”  We must be diligent in doing God’s
will, not to impress man, and not even to at-
tempt to impress God.  We work in gratitude of
what He has saved us from.  “Be diligent to
present yourself approved to God, a worker
who doesn’t need to be ashamed, correctly
teaching the word of truth.” (2 Tim. 2: 15)

Bro. DeWayne Chadwick is pastor of  Barlow
First Baptist Church in Barlow, Kentucky.

Barlow United
Methodist Church

Proud Sponsor of Boy Scout Troop No. 66
Established 1855

Sunday School  9:30 a.m.

Worship Service  10:30 a.m.

Everyone Welcome!!
Pastor:  Bro. Tony Schaeffer

Every Thursday, Celebrate Recovery,

Grace Church 7:00pm. 

Celebrate Recovery 
Born in Saddleback Church in Orange County, California,  Celebrate Recovery is

a program where anyone suffering under the grips of hurts, habits, or hang ups

can find love, peace, and healing.  That program is available each Thursday at

7:00p at Grace Church in LaCenter.  One aspect of the program is, of course, cre-

ated for those who are suffering from chemical dependency, but that is only one

part of the program.  Anyone who would like to see their life become more about

freedom and less about anything that enslaves them is welcome at Celebrate, anger

issues, food addiction, low self esteem, self hate, divorce care, financial issues, grief,

and loneliness, are just a few of the areas where Celebrate offers healing through a

twelve step recovery program.   The evening will consist of a short worship service,

small group session, and a time of fellowship after, and child care is provided.

If you would like more information or feel that God may be leading you to become

part of this ministry, contact Pastor Jamie Lee at brojlee@att.net .


