
By Beth Myers
Citizen Editor

For African-Americans, ge-
nealogy research poses some 
unique challenges. At the meet-
ing this past Saturday of the 
African American Genealogy 
Group of Kentucky (AAGGKY), 
one piece of available literature 
illustrated those particular chal-

lenges. It was titled, “Tips for 
Tracing Slavery and Slavehold-
ing in the Family”, and encour-
aged people tracing their family 
roots to check the “1850 and 1860 
Census Slave Schedules, and at-
tempt to identify the last slave-
holder, assuming that your fam-
ily has retained that surname”.

“The history’s that’s been 
told has been told by other peo-

ple,” Sharyn Miller said, at the 
AAGGKY meeting. “We want to 
be sure our heritage is preserved 
through the generations.”

In AAGGKY’s introduction 
fl yer, it is written, “Our stories 
are often hidden in un-indexed 
volumes, stored forgotten on 
dusty shelves and omitted from 
the traditional history books of 
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Deadlines
• Noon on Monday 

for news submissions, 
announcements,
calendar items,

letters to the editor.

• Noon on Tuesday 
for all advertising.

Local Foods Expo to be 
held this weekend at 
the College Gardens.
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Madison Southern Dance 
Team Grand Champions in 

Gatlinburg competition.
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By Beth Myers
Citizen Editor

The Berea City Council approved 
moving forward with plans to reno-
vate the old gas station at 300 Chest-
nut Street, the former location of Dar-
rin’s Computer Cars, for the Berea 
Arts Council (BAC) at their meeting 
on Tuesday, with many council mem-
bers expressing support in partnering 
with the Arts Council. The City Coun-
cil approved purchasing the property 
at 300 Chestnut several months ago, 
and has been considering how to use 
the space.

At the work session on Tuesday 
evening, City Administrator Randy 
Stone stated that he wanted to make 
sure the council supported the gen-
eral idea of renovating the space for 
BAC before moving forward with the 
planning and discussion. BAC had 
written a proposal to the City of Berea 
for renting the space, off ering $500 a 
month. Currently BAC rents a space 
on College Square, but rental costs 
have been increasing to the point 
where they can no longer aff ord it.

“Several people have talked to us 
about using this building,” Stone 
said, “but we’re considering BAC 
because Chestnut Street needs some 
revitalization. We’re already had sev-
eral meetings with members of the 
Arts Council.”

Walter Reusch, an architect in town, 
drew up preliminary plans for the 
renovation for BAC. Stone outlined 
the changes in the plans, including 
taking out the overhead doors and re-
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Submitted Photo
Runners take o�  in the Home Run 5K this past Saturday, the race to raise money for the Matt Ross Fund. This was the second Home Run 5K in 
Berea, and it started at the parking lot of Berea Community School. The Matt Ross Fund began as a tribute to Matthew Braden Ross, who died 
at age 20. 

By Beth Myers
Citizen Editor

Educators and board members at 
Berea Community School have been 
soliciting feedback from all parts of 
the community the past few weeks, 
as they are working toward a con-
sensus on what every graduate of 
the high school should be able to do. 
Acting Superintendent Mike Hogg 
held an open meeting for parents and 
community members on Monday 
before the board meeting, and Hogg 
and school board member Elizabeth 
Crowe addressed the Berea City 
Council on Tuesday.

The ABC group, which stands for 
Administrators, Board members and 
school Council members, have been 
working since July of last year on an 
overall goal for students when they 
graduate. They have set their goal as 
every student being college and/or 
career ready when they graduate.

“I know this must seem obvious,” 
Hogg said on Monday, of their over-
all goal, “but that’s where we’re start-
ing, before we break it down. And 
then we’ll move to an action plan.”

The ABC group has worked on a 
goal that will be measurable for the 
school. In this case, they have defi ned 
college ready as students meeting 

By Beth Myers
Citizen Editor

Class sizes came up as a con-
cern at the Berea Community 
school board meeting on Mon-
day night, when elementary 
school teacher Karen Mattingly 
asked the board to start a com-
munity wide discussion on the 
issue.

“We have always had grades 
with large class sizes and usu-
ally you are told about the strat-
egies that are being undertaken 
to deal with it,” Mattingly said 
to the board, “but we all know 
that large classrooms can have 

a negative impact on instruc-
tion strategies, socialization and 
learning.”

Mattingly asked the board to 
do what it could to have a larger 
discussion with parents, the site-
based council and others to dis-
cuss the problem and what the 
barriers were to cutting down 
class size.

Board member Elizabeth 
Crowe agreed with Mattingly, 
and suggested that the discus-
sion take place in May when the 
board will be working through 
the budget.

“I think tying the discussion 
to our budget discussion is a 

good idea,” Van Gravitt said, the 
board chair. “What we’ll be dis-
cussing is space and personnel, 
and those are matters to do with 
the budget.”

Crowe mentioned that the 
board was also having discus-
sions regarding the building 
design, which would also be a 
good time to look at space and 
class size issues.

“We may be looking at a per-
fect storm with these issues un-
der discussion,” Crowe said.

Eef Fontanez and Wayne Rob-
ertson, guidance counselors for 
the middle and high schools, 

BAC May be 
City’s New 
Neighbor

Berea School Discusses 
Class Size, Test Scores

Beth Myers/The Citizen
Sharyn Miller, above, addresses the audience at the meeting last Saturday of the African American Genealogy Group of Kentucky. The group 
met for the � rst time in Berea, at the old Middletown School. The group focuses on aspects of research unique to the African-American com-
munity. In her introduction, Miller said, “the history’s that’s been told has been told by other people.”

African-Americans Search 
for Their Kentucky Roots
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