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Friday: Isolated storms. High: Mid-70s. Low: 
Upper 50s.

Saturday: Partly cloudy. High: Upper 70s. 
Low: Upper 50s.

Sunday: Partly cloudy. High: Lower 80s. Low: 
Lower 60s.
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Beer run!
Suspect nabbed in Burger King

bathroom after fleeing with Bud Light
From staff reports

A man went on a beer run at a local super-
market, and then allegedly ran off with the 
booze. 

Rodney Daniels “JB” McClana-
han, 26, of Cynthiana, snatched 
two 18-packs of Bud Light beer 
cans and took off running into 
the Walmart parking lot last 
Wednesday afternoon with a 
store manager chasing him on 
foot, according to a report filed 
by the Lawrenceburg Police 
Department.

According to city police officer Josh Sat-
terly, McClanahan threw the beer up against 
a fence on U.S. 127 Bypass and fled into the 
nearby Burger King restaurant to hide.  

When police located McClanahan in the 
Burger King bathroom, according to the 
department’s report, McClanahan appeared 
“very intoxicated and unsteady on his feet.” 

Police did not administer a blood alcohol 
test for McClanahan, according to the report. 

Satterly said McClanahan was charged 
with first and second offense alcohol intoxica-
tion in a public place and theft by unlawful 
taking — shoplifting. The stolen beer was val-
ued at $27.94, according to the report.  

When asked about his motives in stealing 
the beer, McClanahan told the officer that he 
has had an alcohol addiction since he turned 
21, Satterly said. 

“We get theft calls at Walmart, but not par-
ticularly like this,” Satterly said. “It’s usually 
merchandise you can resell.” 

McClanahan will be in district court at 9 
a.m. for an Aug. 16 arraignment. 

McClanahan
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GONE FISHIN’
Ricky Baker, left, and Seth Beasley of Lawrenceburg enjoy an afternoon of fishing last Thursday on the Salt River.

Your money or your life!
By Ben Carlson

News staff

Police are searching for a suspect who robbed a 
maintenance worker last Saturday morning at an 
apartment complex on Smither Drive.

Victim James McMurray of Frankfort told police he 
was getting some tools out of a pickup truck when a 
man walked up behind him, stuck a blunt object in his 

back and threatened to kill him if he didn’t hand over 
some money.

 “I couldn’t tell what he shoved in my back, he just 
told me to give him all of my money,” McMurray said 
in an interview Monday afternoon. “At first I thought 
it was a joke, but then he said I had two seconds to 
empty my pockets or my guts would be all over the 
back of the truck.”

The apartment complex is located just off the south-
bound lane of US 127, across from Honeysuckle Lane.

Man recounts being robbed on Smither Drive

They’re staying fit
and having fun

By Meaghan Downs 
News staff

Sneakers tap the gym floor rapidly, a little 
out of sync with the pairs of arms swooping 
from left to right. 

It’s Monday morning and Lawrenceburg’s 
“Fit N’ Fun Girls” are working to get their 
heart rates up, like they have been for almost 
a decade since their fitness group first formed. 

Back in 2002, about six Anderson County 
women gathered at the United Methodist 
Church’s gym to get their one-hour work out. 

Now officially the Fit N’ Fun Girls, the 
group has grown to 30 women who stretch 
and sweat every Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday at 9 a.m. in the First Christian Church 
gym on Main Street. 

“I don’t think we had any expectation 
about it growing to this size,” Mona Simpson, 
one of the original members of Fit N’ Fun 
Girls, said. 

Fit N’ Fun Girls don’t have any grand 
expectations for their exercise classes, either. 
It’s not a weight-loss class, the women say, but 
a “head to toe” body recall course. 

With an average age of about 70, members 
said (although the class is open to all ages), it’s 
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Geraldine Trent, one of the leaders of the Fit N’ Fun 
Girls, leads the group in lunges during their Monday 
morning class. 

Group socializes, supports each other

Police chief refutes
woman’s coercion claim

By Ben Carlson
News staff

The Lawrenceburg Police 
Department had nothing to do 
with a defendant’s claims that 
police coerced her at gunpoint 
and threatened 
to take away her 
children if she 
didn’t admit to a 
crime.

That’s the 
stance being 
taken by acting 
Lawrenceburg 
Police Chief Chris 
Atkins, who refuted an article 
in last week’s edition of The 
Anderson News which accu-
rately reported on a motion 
filed in District Court that 
accused his department of coer-
cion.

Atkins acknowledged that 
the motion, which was filed 
and signed by Frankfort attor-
ney Sheilah Kurtz, claims Law-

renceburg police interviewed 
defendant Heather Hume, but 
said Hume was instead arrested 
and interviewed by the Ken-
tucky State Police.

Hume, 32, of 201.5 Saffell St., 
was charged last August with 
falsely reporting an incident 
when a man at that address, 
Zachary Penwell, allegedly 
shot himself in the leg to avoid 
paying rent and claimed he 
was robbed.

Hume called police fol-
lowing the incident, but later 
admitted she knew that Pen-
well was planning to stage the 
robbery, according to an arrest 
report on file.

In a motion to suppress that 
admission, attorney Sheilah 
Kurtz of Frankfort wrote that 
Hume was interviewed twice 
by Lawrenceburg police offi-
cers — the first time with video 

Atkins says state police interviewed woman who says
officers used gun, threatened to take away kids

Atkins
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