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By CARRIE STAMBAUGH
The Independent

GREENUP Family has always
been the beating heart of Imel’s
Greenhouse.
Maybe that’s why it is the des-

tination for many Tri-Staters
who want to give their moms
flowers as a symbol of love and
appreciation on Mother’s Day.
The business, located on Rt. 1

just outside Greenup,  expects
to move thousands of its hang-
ing pots flowering perennials
and annuals, ferns, blooming
shrubs, vegetable starts, succu-
lents, mixed pots, and other
items during the holiday week-
end. 
Honoring mothers is a role

owner Kenny Imel welcomes
and cherishes. “We are a family
owned business,”  he said sim-
ply. But a sign above the en-
trance, which declares love and
gratitude for all mothers, hints
at a deeper reason.
For the last 20 years, his own

mother, 73-year-old Wanda Faye,
has been the warm, smiling face

Blooming with a 

mother’s pride

Family always been driving force at Imel’s Greenhouse
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Justin Imel count plants in a customer’s purchase at Imel's Greenhouse.  
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Wanda Faye Imel and her son, Kenny, at their greenhouse on Ky. 1 in Greenup County.  
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ASHLANDFor the last time on Saturday,
Ashland Community and Technical Col-
lege President and CEO Gregory D. Ad-
kins stood at the podium on graduation
day and conferred degrees on a graduat-
ing class.
With tangible excitement and pride,

the 554 students that comprised the Class
of 2012 reached to their caps and flipped
their tassels from the right to the left be-
fore marching across the stage to receive
their associate’s degree diplomas at the
ceremony held inside the Paramount
Arts Center. 
For 30 years, the last 11 at ACTC, Ad-

kins has presided over graduation day as
the head a higher education institute.
Later this month he will retire.  
Under his tenure, ACTC has under-

gone sweeping changes, the most notably
its emergence as a single institution
when the Ashland Community College
and Ashland Technical College consoli-
dated. He oversaw the construction of
the school’s new Technology Drive Cam-
pus, its expansion of  degree and certifi-
cate programs and ever-growing student
body. He forged new transfer agreements
between ACTC and surrounding Univer-
sities to simplify for students the process
of pursuing a higher degree. 
“He will leave a legacy of new college

programs and endowment growth com-
mitted to student success in support of
community and economic development,”
said John C. Stewart Jr., chairman of the
ACTC Board of Directors. 
In his remarks to students, Adkins

played down his own accomplishments,
instead choosing to focus on debts — both
literal and figurative — that students owe. 
He cautioned students against borrow-

ing too heavily to further their education,
citing a mounting student loan crisis
threatening the fragile American eco-
nomic recovery and that is causing hard-
ship on millions of borrowers. 
“I want to encourage you to pursue

Adkins
leads his
final ACTC
graduation 

KEVIN GOLDY / THE INDEPENDENT

Dr. Gregory D. Adkins, President and CEO
of ACTC gives the commencement ad-
dress during graduation Saturday. 

By JOHN CANNON
The Independent

ASHLAND This is a story of  a
long friendship between two of
the most unlikely people you
could imagine — a matriarch of
a well-known and well-to-do
Ashland family and an elderly

homeless man she rescued from
being thrown in jail by police in
Huntington, W.Va.
His name was Jesse Miller, but

to Annie Mansbach he will al-
ways be known simply as “Mr.
Miller.” 
Mansbach first met Miller

when she stopped at Bowincals
after a shopping trip in Hunting-
ton. She wasn’t expecting to
meet a new friend. All she want-
ed was one of  the hot dogs for
which the restaurant is famous.

As she entered the restaurant,
three Huntington police officers
were questioning the shabbily
dressed Miller, who had a deep
cut on his forehead sustained
from a fall. 
“The one officer was talking

very rudely to him and not show-
ing him any respect at all,”
Mansbach said. “She kept ask-
ing him questions about where
he lived and who he was and he
kept giving vague answers. I
knew from his answers that he

was a street person, because if
he told the officers he was home-
less, they would have thrown
him in jail. The officer was not
interested in him at all. All she
wanted to do was throw him in
jail and be done with it.”
Mansbach said she could not

remain silent while officers were
being so rude and disrespectful
to this man. Mansbach talked to
the man and found out that he

Remembering a unique friendship
Helping a homeless man leads to a lifetime bond

Annie Mansbach relaxes on the
porch of the family home in
south Ashland.
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