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How you can help victims
of tornadoes that swept through 
Morgan, Lawrence, Johnson and
Martin counties. DETAILS ON A10

By KENNETH HART
The Independent

KENOVA Delta Airlines is termi-
nating its service at Tri-State Air-
port.

The airline announced earlier
this week that its daily, non-stop
flights from Huntington to Detroit
Metropolitan Wayne County Air-
port would ending as of June 1.
Delta began offering the flights

in March of last year. Tri-State air-
port officials lobbied to get them
after the airline terminated its
flights from Huntington to Cincin-
nati. 
The Delta flights were responsi-

ble for about 19,000 boardings at
Tri-State in 2011, officials said.
Delta officials said the decision

to pull out of Tri-State Airport was
economic and was made due to ris-
ing costs and poor performance of

the routes.
Last month, Tri-State Airport

Director Jerry Brienza told the
Ashland Alliance that many air-
lines are phasing out smaller air-
craft, like the ones used by Delta to
service the Huntington-to-Detroit
routes, in favor of  larger planes
that use more fuel, but are capable
of  hauling more paying passen-
gers.
“There are entire classes of air-

craft being made useless, includ-
ing much of  what is flown from
our airport,” he said.
Brienza also told the alliance,

the chamber of  commerce for
Boyd and Greenup counties, that
Delta is moving away from aircraft
capable of  carrying 50 or fewer
passengers, and that he lost sleep
every night worrying he was going

Delta pulling out of Tri-State airport

By TIM PRESTON
The Independent

ASHLAND Even though they came from
different Kentucky cities and counties
with different concerns and resources,
Main Street directors and representatives
who attended a regional meeting in Ash-
land Friday morning found plenty of com-
mon ground.
Ashland Main Street Executive Director

Danny Craig said he wanted to host the re-
gional meeting in Ashland to get outside
input, and take the group on a tour that in-
cluded a look at the old Sears building, as
well as the Pendleton Arts Center and the
Camayo Arcade. 
As the discussion got underway inside

the Chimney Corner Cafe, Craig answered
questions about the Tri-State’s travel
habits and attendance of local events such
as the monthly First Friday Artwalk and
Downtown Live by people who live in Ohio
and West Virginia.
Doug Padgett, who represented Augusta

and Bracken County, said that city is also
a river town, although it does not have a
floodwall and offers visitors an outstand-
ing riverside drive, and the option of riding
a historic ferry. Augusta has only one man-
ufacturing company, Clopay Plastic Prod-
ucts, Padgett said, and is looking for ways
to increase tourism.
“That’s all we’ve got,” Padgett said, ex-

plaining Clopay makes plastic products of-
ten used in the medical industry. “That
and tourism are the only things keeping
the little shops open.”
Duff Giffen, director of tourism and ren-

aissance in Maysville, said economic devel-
opment in that city has been focused on
“getting people in our buildings,” and
specifically marketing a former Masonic
lodge for use as a place to conduct college
culinary classes and as space to host spe-
cial events.
Representing Olive Hill’s economic inter-

ests, Kimberly King said she hopes to help
the city in Carter County develop into a
“trail town,” with guests on horseback
stopping by as part of their trail experience
through the region. Connecting downtown

Main Street
groups face
common
challenges

Daily non-stop flights to
Detroit will cease on June 1 

border battle
Wildcats face Hoosiers in the 

Sweet Sixteen looking to avenge 
their only regular season loss
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By MIKE JAMES
The Independent

FRANKFORT More area school
children are likely to be eligible
for free school lunches under a pi-
lot program in Kentucky and four
other states.
In the program, students whose

families receive Medicaid benefits
will automatically be eligible for
the free meals, according to the
Kentucky Department of  Educa-
tion.
The program also should

streamline the paperwork burden
of applyiing, according to the de-
partment.
“It probably would raise the

number of  students who qualify,
but I’m not sure how many,” said
Greenup County food service di-
rector Scott Burchett. About 66
percent of  students in his district
already qualify for free or re-
duced-price lunches.
Students whose families receive

Medicaid would be eligible regard-
less of  income.
The program is an expansion of

an existing automatic certifica-
tion process that includes the
Kentucky Transitional Assis-
tance Program, called K-TAP, and
the Supplemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program, called SNAP.
“This adds another level to cap-
ture more students,” said educa-
tion department spokeswoman
Lisa Gross.
The automatic eligibility eases

the burden on parents, who cur-
rently have to fill out applications
for eligibility. Some children may
be added because their families

previously didn’t fill out and re-
turn the forms. “The forms may
go home and get stuck in a child’s
backpack,” Gross said.
One less layer of  paperwork

will make the district office more
efficient, Burchett said. “It will
streamline the paper shuffle, but
we will still have to keep track of
the eligible students.”
There won’t be any economic

impact on school districts, he said.
The project is under the author-

ity of  the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, which manages na-

tional school lunch and breakfast
programs.
Statewide, 56 percent of  Ken-

tucky public school students
qualify for free or reduced-price
meals. State authorities predict
the percentage is likely to in-
crease slightly once the project is
under way.
The USDA will evaluate the

project’s effectiveness and pub-
lish its results in 2014-2015.

MIKE JAMES can be reached at
mjames@dailyindependent.com or (606)
326-2652.

Program would expand free lunches for schools

By MIKE JAMES
The Independent

IRONVILLE Fun and games, in-
dex cards and colored markers:
these were the tools a select
group of  eighth-graders used
Friday to unlock their nascent
leadership skills.
Their laughter gave witness

to the fun they were having
with ice-breaking and trust-
building games. They ran in
circles and shared secrets,
built castles and drew giant
posters.
They came from seven area

school districts to the Kentucky
Educational Development Cor-
poration’s headquarters in
Ironville to the second annual
leadership symposium for gift-
ed and talented children.

Faculty leaders split them in
groups that mingled students
from different schools, and they
spent several hours in non-com-
petitive activities designed to
foster cooperation.
“We hope by the time they

leave they will all be acquaint-
ed, because they are the lead-
ers in their schools,” said
Stephen Burke, a senior at
Lawrence County High
School. Burke was one of  the
high school leaders recruited
to conduct most of  the activi-
ties. “They are going to go to
high school and it is inevitable
they will meet these people
over and over. If  they know
one another now, they will al-
ready have friends.”

Cultivating leadership
Gifted and talented students
learn cooperation at symposium
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Hannah McGowan, left, and Shelby Street are part of the group encircling Angel Logan and Luke Thompson in an ice-breaking activity.

Jason
Zheng
doodles a
set of
scales, de-
noting jus-
tice, on a
banner.
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