
Yes, they know it’s a pain, but Kentucky
highway officials say construction on
southbound Interstate 71 will continue un-
interrupted this weekend — even if it
means disrupting traffic headed to Thun-
der Over Louisville.

So, even with an estimated 600,000 to
800,000 people bound for the riverfront to
view the air and fireworks show, I-71will be
carrying only one lane of traffic between
the Watterson Expressway and near Spa-
ghetti Junction.

The I-71 project “is going to have an im-
pact on traffic, but we keep telling people to
leave early or take an alternate route to
Thunder,” and avoid I-71 if possible, said
Andrea Clifford, spokeswoman for the Ken-
tucky Transportation Cabinet’s Louisville
district.

Clifford said that once the I-71 bridge-
deck repairs started last week — or actual-
ly, resumed after being shelved while the
Sherman Minton Bridge was closed for five
months — the work needed to be done con-
tinuously. “The concrete has to have time to
develop strength before traffic can start to
use it,” she said.

She noted that traffic coming in for
Thunder is well spread over the course of

Thunder
won’t
halt I-71
repairs
Southbound closures
to continue over weekend
By Sheldon S. Shafer
sshafer@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See I-71, Page A12

PREPARE FOR TAKEOFF!
Saturday’s Thunder over Louisville opens
the festivities leading up to Kentucky Derby
138 on May 5. Special section inside.
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PARIS — U.S. Secretary of State
Hillary Rodham Clinton called
Thursday for the U.N. Security Coun-
cil to adopt an arms embargo and oth-
er tough measures against Syria to
try to halt13 months of bloodshed, but
she acknowledged such diplomatic
actions would likely be vetoed.

Clinton’s comments to Western
and Arab diplomats from the so-
called “Friends of Syria” group came
as the head of the United Nations ac-

cused Syrian President Bashar Assad
of failing to honor a peace plan that
went into effect a week ago.

In a transcript of her remarks on
the State Department’s website, Clin-
ton stopped short of calling for out-
side military intervention in Syria —
something there is little to no foreign
appetite for — but said it was time to
impose more consequential mea-
sures on Assad’s regime.

“We have to keep Assad off bal-
ance by leaving options on the table,”

Clinton asks U.N. to pressure
Syria as bloodshed continues

By Jamey Keaten
Associated Press

See SYRIA, Page A12

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham
Clinton and French Foreign Minister
Alain Juppe consider options. AP

Southern Indiana: Partly sunny to-
day. Spotty showers early tomorrow.
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FRANKFORT, Ky. — A Senate committee made a
last-ditch effort Thursday to restore more than
$50 million worth of projects that Gov. Steve Beshear
vetoed from the state’s road-construction plan on
Wednesday.

In a short meeting to appro-
priate funds to carry out the
road plan, which was passed
during the regular session of
the General Assembly, Senate
budget committee Chairman
Bob Leeper introduced an
amendment to restore those
projects in what he said was “a fit of conscience.”

The committee passed House Bill 2, with the Leep-
er amendment, 14-0.

Beshear has said he vetoed the projects, which
were all in or near Senate President David Williams’
district, because Williams had bumped his projects
ahead of others by changing their funding sources.

The amendment came as it looked as if Senate Re-

KENTUCKY GENERAL ASSEMBLY | SPECIAL SESSION

ROAD PROJECTS
GET A REPRIEVE

Senate President David Williams, left, confers during a recess Thursday with, clockwise from top, Senate Transportation
Committee Chairman Ernie Harris; Senate President Pro Tem Katie Kratz Stine; Senate Appropriations and Revenue
Committee Chairman Robert Leeper; and Senate Majority Floor Leader Robert Stivers. LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH COMMISSION

Senate panel restores items that
Beshear removed from proposal
By Joseph Gerth
jgerth@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See ROADS, Page A6
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Follow the latest in the
special session of the
Kentucky legislature at
www.courier-jour-
nal.com/legislature.
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Trinity’s Corey Littrell
unbeatable for
Kentucky

FRANKFORT, Ky. — When Gov. Steve Beshear vetoed
nearly $50 million in funding from the road plan passed
by the state legislature, he said he was simply trying to
undo Senate President David Williams’ attempt to un-
fairly stack his district with
road money.

But Williams’ counties
weren’t the only ones that ben-
efited when legislators
amended the six-year road
plan they’d been presented by
the governor, according to a
Courier-Journal analysis.

In all, 69 counties received more funding for pro-
jects in the General Assembly’s final plan. Only19 coun-

More counties
gain than lose
in highway plan
By Tom Loftus
tloftus@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See CHANGE, Page A8
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See a complete listing
of each county’s road
project funding at
www.courier-jour-
nal.com.
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