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Anderson Countian Jimmy 
Dan Conner was a big reason 
the Wildcats won the greatest 
game ever played.

John Wooden’s last game in the 
final.

But that was anti-climatic. 
We had already seen the great-
est game ever a week before.

UK-IU smack talk
One thing I always loved 

about the Kentucky-Indiana 
rivalry was what I perceived as 
some mutual respect among the 

fans. I am not sure it is still that 
way, but I asked my Facebook 
friends and Twitter followers 
to give me a does of their best 
smack talk for Friday’s game.

Former Anderson County 
resident Ben James, now in the 
Navy in Florida, wrote, “The 
Hoosiers are so excited about 
Friday that they wrote TGIF on 
their shoes. Toes Go In First.”

And Anderson County’s No. 
1 Hoosier fan, who begged to 
remain anonymous for obvious 
reasons,  says Indiana will beat 
Kentucky for the second time 

this year. “The (Cody) Zeller / 
(Anthony) Davis match up is 
even, (Christian)Watford and 
(Terrence) Jones is a wash, (Mar-
quis) Teague is quicker than 
(Jordan) Hulls but Hulls is a bet-
ter shooter. 

“Victor (Oladipo) is a better 
defender and more athletic 
than (Darius) Miller, and (Will) 
Sheehey and Michael Kidd-Gil-
christ is wash. 

“Indiana has a deeper bench 
and that will make the differ-
ence.”

Man, you’ve gotta love that 

enthusiasm, even if it is from 
the north side of the river.

But Charlene Hanks of Law-
renceburg says she’s not very 
good with smack. “I’ll just let 
the final score do my talking for 
me,” she wrote.

It says here that the score-
board will be speaking very 
loudly. 

Kentucky 81, Indiana 69 as 
the Wildcats take one more step 
to the Final Four.

Comment at www.theander-
sonnews.com.
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the Anderson tradition.
“I just think we have some 

good coaches,” Barnes says of 
his staff. “The guys are really 
dedicated and we have good 
players. We find ways to have 
enough good pitching to be 
competitive.”

The current season should 
continue that trend as Barnes 
feels he has at least four, per-
haps as many as eight, hurl-
ers that can get hitters out. 
There is no Matt McWilliams 
or David Todd – Anderson’s 
top two pitchers of the last 15 
years – but Barnes says there is 
not a glaring weakness on the 
hill either.

“There is no stud pitcher, 
but there is depth and we 
have pitchers that can get hit-
ters out,” Barnes says. 

Senior right-hander Landon 
Case figures to be at the top 
of the rotation after some 
impressive performances last 
season, his first as a varsity 
pitcher. His fastball tops out in 
the low 80-mph range. 

Another senior, Steven 
Watts, appears ready to reach 
the enormous potential the 
Bearcat camp has touted 
since he was a freshman. Also 
throwing a fastball in the low 
80’s, Watts is blessed with some 
nasty breaking stuff.  Control 
has been his issue through his 
career.

“He’s throwing strikes and 
just happy to be playing,” 
Barnes says. “He can’t wait to 
get on the mound.

Another right-hander, Clay 
Guffey, succeeds by keep-
ing hitters off-balance while 
Barnes says sophomore Bran-
don Eliadis gives the Bearcats 
a promising southpaw. “He 
is a going to be good,” Barnes 
says. “He’s a crafty lefty and is 
throwing strikes.”

In addition, Barnes sees 
promise in freshmen Wesley 
Jorette and Josh Brown along 
with junior Zach Mason. All 
are right-handers.

Senior right-hander Darrin 
Laswell, who last played as a 
freshman, is also on the hill 
and is re-learning his one-time 
wicked curveball.

“These pitchers could win 
the region. We have the pitch-
ing to get to the finals,” Barnes 
says. 

He paused, then chuckled, 
“Whether we have enough 
hitting or defense remains to 
be seen.”

Michael Harley, a mainstay 
during his career, graduated 
last year while the Bearcats’ 
top offensive threat in 2011, 
Logan Woodside, who hit .441, 
is now at Franklin County. 
Outfielders Josh Brown, Alex 
Sparrow and Zach Taylor also 
graduated.

Neither experienced catch-
er returned to the team either. 
Travis Phillips elected not to 
play this year while Derek 
Spencer and his twin brother, 
Eric, a pitcher, moved to Iowa 
after the end of the second 
trimester.

Center-fielder Granville 
Hayes is the Bearcats top 
returning offensive threat. 
Hayes, a junior, hit .314 last 
year with a pair of home runs 
and 14 RBI. Case, who will 

be at shortstop when not on 
the hill, also got a point over 
.300 but other than that, the 
Bearcats have many questions 
about their attack. 

Heading into the season, 
Barnes was unsure of the bat-
ting order other than Hayes 
will be at the top and Case, 
who has gap power, anchoring 
the middle. “I will be tinker-
ing. That is what I do for about 
half of the season anyway,” he 
said. “We have got to play a lot 
of small ball, but to do that, 
we have to get the leadoff 
man on.”

Barnes was concerned, 
however, after an intra-squad 
scrimmage two weeks ago. 
“We had just one hit in five 
innings,” he said. “It is hard to 
tell in intra-squad games, but 
early on, we are going to have 
to play pretty daggone perfect 
baseball to score some runs. 

Cole Sayre, a senior, moves 
from the outfield to first base 
while junior Shea Sparrow 
will be at second. Guffey is 
penciled in at third base while 
junior Tanner Roberts will be 
in left field with Jorette and 
Eliadis manning right.

Freshman Brice Stockton 
is expected to be behind the 
plate. Barnes is very high on 
him. “He has the potential to 
be one of the best catchers we 
have had.”

Barnes says the Bearcats 
have some young talent 
that will be honed by play-
ing a schedule that includes 
six of the state’s pre-season 
Top 25. “We have a very tal-
ented freshman class,” he says. 

“They have got a lot to learn 
but they are talented.”

As the season gets under-
way, many are saying that the 
Bearcats might be the most 
talented team in the Eighth 
Region. They only finished 14-
16 a year ago, but did win the 
30th District and won some 
big games during the regular 
season. 

“Our defense and pitching 
will have to carry us,” Barnes 
says. But his 2003 team was in 
the same situation, yet some-
how won the Eighth Region.

“Our infield is solid. Clay, 
Landon and Shea have been 
around,” Barnes says of his 
infield. I trust them and they 
should be solid.”

In the region, no one is well 

above the rest of the field.
“It is as wide open as any 

year in the past,” Barnes said. 
And with a deep pitching 

staff, the Bearcats have the 
potential to go out with a bang 
in 2012.

Comment at www.theander-
sonnews.com.
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Eighth Region’s
top teams

1. North Oldham
2. Collins
3. Anderson Co.
4. South Oldham
5. Shelby Co.
6. Simon Kenton
7. Walton-Verona
8. Oldham Co.

Clay Guffey makes a play at second base in a game last year. The senior is expected to be part of a strong and 
experienced infield for Anderson County.
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Senior Cole Sayre rips an extra base hit at Spencer County last year. He will be counted upon to provide pop in the Anderson lineup.


