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Friday: Scattered storms. High: Lower 70s. 
Low: Lower 50s.

Saturday: Scattered storms. High: Upper 60s. 
Low: Upper 40s.

Sunday: Partly cloudy. High: Lower 70s. Low: 
Upper 40s.
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Man charged with pistol-whipping girlfriend
By Shannon Brock

Landmark News Service

A Mount Eden man is 
behind bars after allegedly 
shooting at and pistol-whip-
ping his girlfriend on Fri-
day afternoon.

Benjamin W. Mobley, 

58, of 2185 Murphy Lane, 
Mount Eden, is charged 
with attempted murder 
- domestic violence, first-
degree assault - domestic 

violence, and wanton 
endangerment.

Spencer County Sheriff 
Donald “Buddy” Stump said 
his department was dis-

patched to 11 First St. in 
Mount Eden at 4:53 p.m. 
Friday with reports that a 
woman had been assaulted 
and possibly pistol-

whipped.
“Upon arriving, we 

learned the perpetrator was 
Benjamin Mobley,” Stump 
said.

According to accounts 

Suspect is father of woman murdered by boyfriend in 2010

Mobley See MOBLEY, Page A2

MURDER SUSPECT PLEADS NOT GUILTY

Photo by Ben Carlson

Timothy Branson is escorted into Anderson Circuit Court on Tuesday morning, where he pleaded 
not guilty to murdering his wife.

‘He killed my momma’
Branson pleads not guilty; family
says ‘grief just horrible’ over loss

By Ben Carlson
News staff

Modena Branson’s family wept in the 
courtroom when the man charged with 
murdering her was escorted into court, 
and shook clenched fists at him in the 
street when he was whisked away after 
pleading not guilty.

Timothy Lee Branson, 50, of 1600 Bal-
lard Road was arraigned Tuesday morn-
ing in Anderson Circuit Court, where 
he entered his plea and learned his next 
court date will be May 8.

He is charged in the shooting death 
of his wife, Modena Branson, earlier this 
month at their residence.

Family members were quiet as he 
was led into court to enter his plea, but 
afterward broke their silence while 
standing on the Court Street sidewalk 
as they waited for Timothy Branson to 
leave.

“The grief is just horrible,” said her 
daughter, Patricia Darnell, who accord-
ing to police reports was in her mother’s 
driveway the afternoon she was mur-
dered.

“She didn’t deserve to die. She was 
only 50 years old, and I’m only 30 and 
will have to live the rest of my life 
without my mom.”

As Darnell spoke, a van transporting 
Branson back to the Kentucky State 
Reformatory went by, sparking a reac-
tion from her and several other family 
members who shouted at him, shook 
their fists at him and called for him to 
look at them as he went past.

Another family member was driving 
the opposite way on Court Street when 
the van past, and blew her car’s horn at 
him.

Branson’s attorney backed up his not 
guilty plea immediately following his 
appearance in front of Circuit Court 
Judge Charles Hickman.

“This was a tragedy, but we look 

See MURDER, Page A2

 Three wrecks,
DUI land

woman in jail
From staff reports

A Beaver Lake Road woman was 
arraigned Tuesday in Anderson 
Circuit Court on first-degree felony 
assault and other charges stemming 
from a string of motor vehicle acci-
dents last fall.

Jordan McDermott, 21, of 1308 
Beaver Lake Road also faces a felo-
ny count of wanton endangerment; 
felony and misdemeanor counts for 
criminal mischief; a misdemeanor 
count of failure to stop and render 
aid; DUI; disregarding a traffic con-
trol device; failure to wear a seat 
belt; no motor vehicle insurance; 
and reckless driving.

The charges stem from  Sept. 14, 
2011 vehicle accidents that started 
near Hilltop Drive, and included 
wrecks at US 62 and Powell Taylor 
Road.

She was arrested March 10 by the 
Kentucky State Police and lodged in 
the Shelby County Detention Cen-
ter on $50,000 bail.

Two admit
to 100-plus

car break-ins
City police warn: ‘Lock up cars’

By Meaghan Downs
News staff 

Two Lawrenceburg men con-
fessed to breaking in and stealing 
property from more than 100 vehi-
cles over the last three months, 
city police reported.  

Lt. Chris Atkins, representing 
Chief Tommy Burris at the March 
12 city council meeting, reported 
that city police had found the two 
male individuals responsible for 
more than 100 car break-ins across 
the county.  

“They’re still recovering prop-
erty every day,” Atkins said.

Officer Jeremy Cornish, who 
issued the search warrant for 
two 23-year-old and 20-year-old 
Lawrenceburg brothers, said the 
break-ins began in December 
2011. He said he identified the two 
suspects because of the manner 
in which they broke in to every 
vehicle.

“They would empty out all of Business Expo
set for Saturday

From staff reports
Anderson County businesses will 

strut their stuff Saturday during 
the Anderson County Chamber of 
Commerce’s annual Business Expo.

The event will be from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at Eagle Lake Convention 
Center. Admission is free.

Businesses and organizations 
from across Anderson County will 
display their offerings, and there 
will be entertainment and a play 
area for children.

A chili lunch will be offered by 
the high school band’s booster club.

University of Kentucky quarter-
back and Anderson County High 
School graduate Jacob Russell will 
present the inaugural Anderson 
Impact award to the Band of Broth-
ers, a group of high school foot-
ball players who have completed 
numerous community service 
projects.

The event will also include a 
food drive for tornado victims. 
Donations can be dropped off at 
The Anderson News’ booth.

The event is designed to show-
case businesses, churches and non-
profits.

For more information or to rent a 
booth, call the chamber at 839-5564 
or event chairman John Rennels at 
859-4706.

A century, 
and then some

Woman to celebrate
102nd birthday March 26

By Meaghan Downs
News staff 

If Frances Gay could live life — 
all 102 years — over 
again, she’d be back 
in Ohio. 

Not that she didn’t 
enjoy being neigh-
bors with former 
Kentucky governor’s 
wife Martha Layne 
Collins in Frankfort. 

Or marrying her 
husband at age 14 
after knowing him for only two 
weeks.  

Or cutting two gospel music 
records at a radio station. 

Frances, who will celebrate her 
102nd birthday next week dur-
ing an open house at Hometown 
Manor in Lawrenceburg, said she’s 
been thinking about life the last 

See BREAK-INS, Page A2

Gay

See CENTURY, Page A3


