
Kelly Bryant said it was heartbreaking to sit face to face 
with two of the men responsible for the burglary of her 
home last Wednesday, both football players she used to 
care for while she was an athletic trainer at Williamsburg 
High School.

“I just told him, ‘you have broken my heart,’” said Bryant, 
who is now a trainer at Whitley County High School, emo-
tionally recounting her visit to the Williamsburg Police 

See BURGLARIES, page A-10

Ringleader accused of 7 break-ins

Photo by TRENT KNUCKLES
Sorting things out: Above, Kelly Bryant, whose home was burglarized last week, speaks with Whitley County 
Deputy Sheriff Shawn Jackson about the case Monday. Police say they arrested four suspects in connection 
with the burglary in which $45,000 worth of jewelry was stolen. Below, Bryant holds a necklace that police 
recovered. About $15,000 worth of the jewelry is still missing.Trial date set for ex 

Deputy Jailer’s DUI

District Judge Fred White has 
scheduled a March 7 trial date for 
a former Whitley County Deputy 
Jailer, who is accused of driving 
while under the influence and care-
less driving on May 9, 2010.

Despite setting the trial date, 
White still hasn’t ruled on a motion 
filed by prosecutors on Dec. 21 to 

See DAVENPORT, page A-10

■ By Mark White
mwhite@corbinnewsjournal.com

■ By Trent Knuckles
tknuckles@corbinnewsjournal.com

AT&T says Whitley hardest hit county; areas along Hwy. 92 E most targeted

Williamsburg 
pawnbroker 
under police 

scrutiny

We’re No. 1! ... in phone line theft
Thieves are racing to the top of utility poles across Whitley 

County, targeting telephone lines in the never-ending quest for 
copper that can be turned into cash at local scrap yards.

Cathy Lewandowski, senior public relations manager for 
AT&T’s office in Nashville, said the thieves’ efforts have 
pushed Whitley County to the top of a dubious list, ranking 
first in the number of phone line thefts among Kentucky’s 120 
counties in 2011 and getting off to a fast start in 2012.

“Since Jan. 1, there have been nine separate thefts in 
Whitley County which resulted in $26,000 in damage,” 
Lewandowski noted.

Whitley County Chief Deputy K.Y. Fuson said phone line 
thefts are something local law enforcement is constantly deal-
ing with.

 “This has been going on for years,” Fuson said. “When the 
price of copper goes up, we see an increase in these kinds of 
thefts.”

While the thefts have occurred across the county, 
Lewandowski noted the areas along Hwy. 92 East have been 
hit the hardest.

 The thieves are using a variety of methods to get the wire 

down from the poles, including cutting one 
end, tying it to a vehicle and driving away 
with as much as possible before the other 
end breaks.

“On average, it is between 200 feet and 
1,000 feet per incident,” Lewandowski 
noted.

Other thieves have developed a team 
method in which several of them climb 
poles at the same time and cut down an 

entire section.
“These guys are so quick, they are up and 

down and gone in two minutes,” Fuson said.
Lewandowki added that the tension in the wires along with 

the potential for a pole to snap or break, makes this a high-

See THEFTS, page A-10 

BURGLARY RING BUSTED

Criminal charges against a 
Williamsburg pawn shop owner for 
violating local and state ordinanc-
es that regulate pawnbrokers are 
imminent, local police say, in the 
wake of a recent burglary in which 
roughly $45,000 worth of jewel-
ry was taken from a local couple’s 
home.

Williamsburg Police Chief Wayne 
Bird said Tuesday that Diamond 
Gems Jewelry and Pawn Owner 
Wayne Brady had received ample 
warning in the past about logging 

See PAWN, page A-10

Sides gear up 
for showdown 
on expanded 
liquor sales

In six days, Corbin voters will 
go to the polls to decide whether 
or not to allow the sale of pack-
aged liquor in the city limits, and 
debate on the issue is heating up 
on both sides in advance of the 
referendum.

This past Saturday, roughly 100 
people hit the streets to canvass 
city neighborhoods in an effort 
to convince potential voters to 
vote ‘no’ on the issue. According 
to Central Baptist Church Pastor 
Chad Fugitt - the chairman of a 
group called Concerned Citizens 
for Corbin, an organization cre-
ated to defeat the ballot initiative 
- the event was fruitful.

“Our goal was just to show the 
community that we love them 
and that we are concerned about 
this vote. I think we were warm-
ly received by the community,” 
Fugitt said. “A lot of folks shared 
with us how they agreed and they 
appreciated us coming out and 
encouraging people to vote no 
... We also met, of course, some 
who were for it. Those folks were 
very respectful too. We didn’t 
really hear any negative reports 
out of it.”

A petition calling for the vote 
was filed early last December 
by a similarly-formed group 
with opposite goals. Citizens for 

See ALCOHOL, page A-9

■ By Dean Manning
dmanning@corbinnewsjournal.com

❛❛ These guys are so quick, they are up 
and down and gone in two minutes …❜❜

— K.Y. FUSON

CHIEF DEPUTY, WHITLEY CO. SHERIFF’S DEPT.

Fuson

■ By Trent Knuckles
tknuckles@corbinnewsjournal.com
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Farm service forum
40 people turned out for a forum over the fate of 
the Williamsburg’s FSA Offi ce — page A-3

Lost in the woods
Rescue offi cials still looking for local man who 
never returned home — page A-3

See SPORTS Section C

Seasons Restaurant to open 
this month— A-8
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The restaurants never came in and neither will the revenue.

!!We need real jobsWe need real jobs 
not empty promisesnot empty promises

■ By Trent Knuckles
tknuckles@corbinnewsjournal.com


