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Affairs of
state lack
attention
Isn’t Kentucky privileged? We have,

working for us in Frankfort, some
of the most dedicated elected offi-

cials one could find.
At least they’re

dedicated to Uni-
versity of Kentucky
basketball.
Senate President

David Williams
took a day off from
legislating to at-
tend an out-of-
state UK basketball
game, and the sen-
ate almost didn’t
have enough members show up to pro-
duce a quorum on that day. Perhaps
some of the others who didn’t show up
for work simply decided to stay home
and watch the game on TV, or maybe
they clandestinely went to the game
themselves.
Then, in the Final Four, played in New

Orleans, Gov. Steve Beshear flew in a
state airplane to view the game in per-
son. Of course, it has been stated that
the Democratic Party will pay for the
trip, not the Kentucky taxpayer. But if
you were a contributor to the Demo-
cratic Party (or the Republican or Inde-
pendent or Libertarian, etc.) would you
be happy knowing that your contribu-
tion, allegedly made to support your
party’s candidate in a run for office, was
in fact going to pay for him or her to at-
tend a sporting event when they should
have been working?
One can only wonder if this occur-

rence would be so casually dismissed if
the governor had decided to attend a
boxing match in Las Vegas or a soccer
game in Argentina. Or is it simply a mat-
ter of the importance of basketball in
this state and “rooting for the home
team?” The question here is not why the
governor and lieutenant-governor and
senator chose to absent themselves
from their duties, or the manner in
which they reached their destinations.
The question is: Why do we subsidize
these absences?
The salaries of these elected officials

are set, unaffected by their absences.
If someone working for a private com-

pany or business decided he or she
wanted to attend a sporting event on
one of their standard workdays, their
employers or superiors would either dis-
miss them or, at the very least, require
them to forfeit a day’s wages or a day’s
vacation. But we cannot ask that of our
politicians for they are too privileged
and they and their cohorts within the
establishment will always see to it that
nothing gets in the way of maintaining
that privilege.
The number of days that the Kentucky

legislature meets each year is set by
statute, and the ending date of each
year established. Those ending dates
cannot be changed except by amending
the constitution, so if the legislature
cannot produce a quorum for a day’s
business, there is no procedure to add
that day to the legislative calendar to
make up for its collective malfeasance.
In the past, the Kentucky legislature

has finagled the final working day (it
usually had to because it would consis-
tently waste most of the beginning days
of the session on trivial and useless is-
sues such as designating the state veg-
etable or naming a highway after
someone) by “stopping the clock,” a
practice the state supreme court ruled
unlawful.
When Kentucky voters chose to allow

annual sessions of the legislature, alter-
nating between 30 days and 60 days,
many realized the change was nothing
more than a license to fritter away more
time, doing nothing and getting paid for
it.
So, if you elected officials cannot con-

trol your urges to spirit away for sport-
ing events while ignoring your duties to
the people of Kentucky who elected you,
GO HOME! It is obvious that you have
not come to the realization that election
to public office is a privilege and honor
and requires a dedication nearly as
great as that of our military personnel
who go into harm’s way. Until you visual-
ize your duty that way, you are not wor-
thy of a public office or the confidence
of the people.
And if you cannot pass a budget as

you are obligated to do under the consti-
tution, expect to stay in Frankfort —
unpaid — until you do so. The people
are tired of the inattention to the affairs
of state.

Lawmakers reignite school wars over religion
Contrary to culture-war mythology, God

is alive and well in many, if not most,
public schools.

Visit almost any school
in America and you’ll
find students sharing
their faith, reading their
scriptures, saying grace
before lunch and, in high
schools, meeting in reli-
gious clubs.
But in a growing num-

ber of state legislatures
around the country, law-
makers want more.
Barred by the U.S. Supreme Court from turn-

ing the clock back to the days of state-spon-
sored prayers and devotional Bible reading,
state legislatures are discovering creative new
ways to get more religion through the school-
house door.
Last week, Florida Gov. Rick Scott signed a

law encouraging local school boards to create
a forum at school-sponsored events for stu-
dents to offer inspirational messages. Although
the state can’t require students to give a
prayer, critics of the legislation say “inspira-
tional message” is a euphemism for prayer and
student-government leaders charged with de-
ciding who speaks will inevitably favor the ma-
jority faith.
Texas passed the first of what opponents dub

“prayer bills” in 2006. Other state legislatures,
including Oklahoma and Tennessee, are cur-
rently debating similar legislation.
Creating a “free speech” forum at school

events may indeed be constitutional, but lower
courts remain divided on where to draw the
line on student speech before a captive audi-
ence.

Beyond the murky legal issues, giving con-
trol of the microphone to student speakers
strikes many school administrators as a risky
business. Get ready for conflicts and lawsuits
when some students offer Christian prayers,
others pray Muslim, Wiccan or fill-in-the-blank
prayers, and still others speak out for atheism.
Meanwhile in Arizona, lawmakers in the

state House voted in February for a “Bible bill”
designed to encourage schools to set up Bible
courses (it’s now before the state Senate). Al-
though public schools in most states can offer
Bible electives now, some legislators want to
provide state support and incentives to encour-
age more such courses.
Georgia, Texas, Tennessee and South Car-

olina already have “Bible bills” — and other
Bible Belt states are likely to follow suit.
Bible literature and history can (and

should) be part of the public school curricu-
lum— but only if the material is taught objec-
tively using scholarly materials. Most of the
Bible bills, however, give little or no guidance
on what safeguards schools should put in place
to ensure that Bible courses are academic, not
devotional. And little provision is made to pre-
pare teachers or to provide scholarly resources
for teaching about the Bible.
A proliferation of Bible courses in public

schools, taught by unqualified teachers using
the Bible as a history textbook, will be a boon
for lawyers— but a legal quagmire for school
officials.
Prayer and Bible bills are part of a larger

legislative effort by many conservative Chris-
tian groups and lawmakers to reverse what
they see as a secularization of American
schools and society that is hostile to (their) re-
ligion.
Religiously motivated opponents of evolu-

tion, for example, are pushing hard in many
states for legislation that would require teach-
ing the “strengths and weaknesses” of evolu-
tion and other topics they deem
“controversial” in science. Louisiana passed
such a bill in 2008. A similar bill was enacted
by the Tennessee Legislature last month and
awaits the governor’s signature.
Critics of these bills charge that this nation-

wide effort to change science education is an-
other attempt by the Christian Right to
undermine teaching the well-established the-
ory of evolution— and a back-door way to pro-
mote religious views as science in public
schools. Supporters counter that opening the
science curriculum to other views promotes
critical thinking.
It’s worth recalling that over the past two

decades, groups on the left and right managed
to reach consensus on a range of issues, from
the importance of teaching about religion to
the necessity of protecting student religious-
liberty rights.
But now groups on all sides are gearing up

for new conflicts generated by state legislation
that goes beyond the consensus by encourag-
ing prayers at school-sponsored events, pro-
moting problematic Bible courses, and
sparking new debates over science education.
Welcome to the latest chapter in the long

struggle over the role of religion in schools—
an argument that dates to the founding of pub-
lic education more than 150 years ago.
In the spirit of the times, let’s call it school

wars 4.0.

Charles C. Haynes is director of the Reli-
gious Freedom Education Project at the New-
seum in Washington, D.C., 20001. Email:
chaynes@freedomforum.org.
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Kentuckians should be pleased to
learn that a bill to curb prescrip-
tion drug abuse in our state will

likely become law, but should be disap-
pointed to see a bill that would help the
battle on methamphetamine in our state
become watered down, limiting its effec-
tiveness.
The prescription drug bill is a move in

the right direction as our state continues
to see needless overdoses and deaths in re-
lation to these drugs.
The legislation is intended to control the

problem of “pill mills” — pain clinics run
by unscrupulous owners who prey on peo-
ple with pain pill addictions. It is also
meant to curb “doctor shopping” by ad-
dicts or drug dealers who get prescriptions
from more than one doctor and then get
them filled at multiple pharmacies.
Under the bill, police and prosecutors

could use the Kentucky All Schedule Pre-
scription Electronic Reporting program to

monitor doctors who overprescribe
painkillers and it would be monitored
through the attorney general’s office. ...
The legislation, which now returns to

the House for final passage, also requires
pharmacists to record prescription infor-
mation and allows that information to be
shared with state and federal law enforce-
ment authorities, physicians and pharma-
cists. ...
While it appears this will become law, it

is more than disheartening that some in
the Legislature caved in to an out-of-state
group, which spent big bucks to weaken a
meth bill that has proved effective else-
where.
Early in the session, a bill was intro-

duced that we supported that would have
required a prescription for medicines con-
taining pseudoephedrine, the main ingre-
dient used in making methamphetamine.
Under the bill, people would still be able
to buy cold medicines with pseu-

doephedrine in a gel capsule.
That bill was withdrawn and the one

that appears ready for passage simply
doesn’t go far enough.
The current proposal would limit any

one person’s purchases to no more than
7.2 grams in a month or 24 grams in a year.
That’s the equivalent of two boxes a month
or 10 boxes a year.
People who need more than that would

have to get a prescription.
The Consumer Healthcare Products As-

sociation of Washington, D.C., even fought
this measure saying it would hurt Ken-
tucky families who need the medicine. ...
Hopefully, in the next year’s session

more legislators will stand up to this group
and make it clear that we are going to look
after Kentuckians. ...

The Daily News,
Bowling Green,

March 30

Pill mill bill is good legislation, but
state missed chance to curb meth use


