
A Winchester woman was taken to
the hospital following a kitchen fire
Monday afternoon.
Deborah Henry, 58, of 102 Fitch

Ave., was treated for smoke inhala-
tion by Winchester Fire-EMS person-
nel and transported to Clark Regional
Medical Center after fire broke out in
the kitchen of the home around 3
p.m.
Another resident, Chad Abner, also

was in the residence at the time of
the fire and was removed by Winches-

ter Police, who assisted firefighters at
the scene.
Fire Chief Eric Hunter said the

home suffered minor damage to the
kitchen. The fire is under investiga-
tion by the fire marshal, Hunter said.
Firefighters also responded to

mulch fires Monday afternoon.
The first was at 3:38 p.m. at 1520 W.

Lexington Ave. in which mulch in
landscaping beside a parking lot
caught fire.
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SPORTS Lady Cards roll past Paris — B1

By Katie Perkowski
The Winchester Sun

If all goes according to a
draft budget for the coming
fiscal year, Clark County Fis-
cal Court will realize a sur-
plus of $134,582.
Clark County commission-

ers began the 2012-13
budget process with a work-
shop Monday morning.
Judge-Executive Henry

Branham went through a 18-
page budget draft. Receipts
are projected at $16.05 mil-
lion, and expenses $15.91
million. 
The workshop was the

first of two scheduled this
week where commissioners
also will get input from
county departments and
agencies. The second work-
shop was scheduled for
today at 9:30 a.m. at the

courthouse.
“As you can see there, we

were projecting a surplus,”
Branham said. “I don’t want
to call it a surplus ... our rev-
enues will exceed our ex-
penses.”
According to state law, the

overall budget must be pre-
sented to Fiscal Court by
May 1, and the court must
adopt a budget on second
reading by July 1. 

The county has five ac-
counts: the general fund,
road fund, jail fund, Local
Government Economic As-
sistance fund and special re-
serve fund.
The general fund is pro-

jected to have a $1.19 mil-
lion surplus at the end of
next year, with receipts at
$12.87 million and expenses
at $11.68 million.
The jail fund is projected

to have a $1.06 million
deficit. Branham presented
the court with the 2013 jail
budget during its last regu-
lar meeting. The county
would have to make up that
deficit from its general fund,
and that amount is included
in the general fund’s pro-
jected numbers.
The road fund is projected

to have a $3,454 surplus,
with receipts at $2.07 mil-

lion.
The LGEA and special re-

serve funds are projected to
be balanced. 
Branham said the draft

projects a worst-case sce-
nario.
“If we go through this

spending plan, if we spend
everything and take in every-
thing like we’d budgeted and
planned, we’re only going to

See BUDGET, on A3

$16.95 Synthetic Blend
Oil & Filter Service

Most Cars & Light Trucks
Up to 5 Qts. Oil included.

Covy’s Auto Service
1275 Industry Rd. Lexington

859-281-CARS
Expires: 4/24/2012

*some restrictions apply*

(2277)

1275 Industry Road, Lexington, KY
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859-281-CARS (2277)
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Web ONLY Specials

Servicing all makes and models!
Tommy Covey, owner

• Brake Service
• Tires
• Tune-Ups
• Front End Repairs
• Shocks & Struts
• Computer Diagnostics

County projects small surplus in draft budget
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Parks and Rec 
gearing up for
busy summer

By Bob Flynn
The Winchester Sun

With summer fast approaching, the Win-
chester-Clark County Parks and Recre-
ation Department is gearing up for a busy
season.
The July 4 Celebration committee is

working to finalize plans for this year’s
event, which will be Tuesday, July 3, at
Lykins Park.
Last year at this time, there was some

doubt as to whether the department
would be able to afford the expensive fire-
works show — the signature feature of
the celebration — due to a lack of funds.
But committee chairman Tim Smith

said things look a lot better this year, that
the committee is “way ahead of this time
last year” and is working hard to put the
finishing touches on its plans and securing
the necessary funding.
The parks board also approved requests

from several groups to use facilities for
community events this summer.
Winchester First United Methodist

Church was approved to host the “Face of
Love Week” at College Park July 16-20.
The event will run from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m.
each day and include a vacation Bible
school each morning, community outreach
by the church youth and family fun night
activities for the community.
The board also gave tentative approval

for College Park and Lykins Park to be
used for the 34th Annual Daniel Boone Pi-
oneer Festival on Labor Day weekend,
Aug. 31 through Sept. 2, subject to fol-
lowup meetings with organizer Kitty
Strode to finalize details in accordance to
the board’s new rental fee policy.
An unnamed group was approved to use

Lykins park for a one-night concert tenta-
tively set for May 18 contingent on the
group finalizing a contract and providing
proof of insurance. Parks Board Chairman
Charlie Eury said the Winchester Little
League has agreed to move its baseball
games scheduled for Friday, May 18, to an-
other date to accommodate the concert.
Organizers said the venue would be
cleaned and ready for use by the Little
League for its regularly scheduled games
on Saturday, May 19. Eury said the user re-
quest would be brought back to the board
at its next meeting for final approval.
In other business, the board:
— approved applying for a Clark County

Fiscal Court Community Foundation grant
to purchase two zero-turn mowers after
hearing a report from maintenance super-
visor Darrell Pryor on the condition of the
department’s current mowing equipment.
Pryor said the mowing decks on the two
John Deere tractors have been broken
down and unusable much of the spring.
More than $2,500 worth of parts have been
ordered to repair the two decks, and the
two should be usable in the next week.
When asked about getting new mowers,

Pryor recommended getting two industrial
strength zero-turn mowers, which he said

See PARKS, on A3

Clark environmental issues addressed
By Katie Perkowski
The Winchester Sun

In a recent survey, local leaders
identified the top five environmen-
tal concerns in Clark County as lit-
ter, stormwater runoff, a lack of
recycling, illegal dumping and fail-
ing septic systems. 
As part of a federally-funded

project to create an environmental
strategic plan for eight counties in-
cluding Clark, local stakeholders

met Monday morning at City Hall
to discuss a plan to address those
problems. 
Bluegrass PRIDE, a non-profit

organization dedicated to improv-
ing the environment, will create a
roadmap to solve them, according
to a news release, and the organi-
zation will use that roadmap to di-
rect future programs in the area.
In attendance at the meeting

were representatives of Bluegrass
Area Development District and

EHI Consultants, a planning and
design firm. Bluegrass PRIDE is
contracting with the two entities
to create the strategic plan.
“This is our fourth meeting of

eight, and by the end of the week
we will have had all eight meet-
ings,” said Kyle Scott, Bluegrass
ADD regional planner. “... so this is
your bite of the apple, I guess I
would say. So this is your shot to
identify specific projects, plans, 

See GREEN, on A3

KEEPING IT GREEN

Woman injured in fire

EMERGENCY

A neighbor looks on as Winchester Fire-EMS
personnel Justin Seale, left and Matthew Blose
treat Deborah Henry, 58, for smoke inhalation
after she was removed from her home at 102
Fitch Ave. following a fire in the kitchen, top

photo. Henry was transported to Clark Re-
gional Medical Center. Winchester Firefighter
Ian Skinner, right, assists firefighter Scottie

Highly with his oxygen equipment.
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