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I then asked her why she was up so 
early in the morning.

“I dropped by to see if you need my 
help,” she said. “Tomorrow is Valen-
tine’s Day and everyone knows Auntie 
Gert is the Queen of Romance.”

I thanked her for the offer but said I 
was more than capable of handling Val-
entine’s Day by myself and had already 
picked up a heart-shaped box full of 
chocolates.

“No, No, No!” Gert said. “You give a 
woman chocolates and she’ll ask if you 
want her rear end to be as big as a dump 
truck. Besides, sweets are such a cliche. 
You need to be original and creative if 
you want to spark a fi re.”

I should have known Gert wouldn’t 
like my idea. I quickly grew weary of 
our conversation and prayed she would 
get out of the offi ce so I could get to 

Aunt Gert was waiting at the door 
for me when I got to work Monday 
morning.

Even though the thermometer said it 
was below freezing, she was riding her 
shiny black moped. I asked her if she 
was cold.

“Heavens no, lover,” she said. 
“Aunt Gert is always smoking hot. I 
have a special pair of electric undies I 
plug into my bike. They keep my whole 
body toasty warm in any weather and 
that’s just how I like it.”

work.
“Let me tell you something else, 

Romeo,” she said. “You can also forget 
about buying anything that plugs into a 
wall socket if you want to have a warm 
and cozy Valentine’s Day. Show up 
with a toaster, vacuum cleaner or elec-
tric mixer and you’ll be sleeping outside 
with Rover.”

I asked Aunt Gert if lingerie would be 
a good option.

“Heavens no!” she gasped. “Every-
one knows fancy underwear is for men, 
not women. Besides, if you buy a wom-
an a sheer little something from Victo-
ria’s Secret, you’re telling her you don’t 
think she’s sexy enough the way she is.”

I then asked Gert if she had any other 
tips, hoping it would help to get her on 
her way.

“You bet, no one knows more about 

This and That

See Fiscal Court, page 3

pleasing a woman than I do,” Gert said.
“Forget about perfume, because ev-

ery woman has her own scent and she 
doesn’t need your help fi nding it,” Gert 
said. “Other things that will surely put 
a damper on the big day are gift cards, 
a cute stuffed animal and any kind of 
cheap little trinket with a sappy saying 
on it.”

Finally, I asked Gert if there was 
anything a man could get his sweetie 
on Valentine’s Day that would be well 
received.

“Oh that’s easy,” she said. “Every-
body knows diamonds are a girl’s best 
friend and I expect to see you with some 
for me at my trailer just after dark.”

With that, she ran out of the offi ce, 
jumped on her bike and sprayed gravel 
all over our offi ce door as she blazed 
out of sight.

See Warsaw , page 3

Aunt Gert has Valentine’s Day advice

A Salute to the Wildcats - Pages 6 & 7

Mayor C.E. French 
proposed a city payroll 
tax increase at Monday’s 
Warsaw City Council 
meeting. The .25 percent 
tax hike would last one 
year and raise money for 
the city’s depleted Gen-
eral Fund.

Warsaw’s current pay-
roll tax rate (known as 
the Occupational License 
Fee) is one percent on 
every dollar earned in 
the city of Warsaw. The 
proposed rate would be 
1.25 percent and would 
raise an extra $60,000 to 
$80,000 per year accord-
ing to French.  

“We have to catch up 
on the stuff we’ve got-
ten behind on over many 
years,” he said. “Under 
previous mayors every-
body’s dipped into the 
well but I’m not going to 
dip in the well. It has to 
stop now.”

French said he’s cut the 
city budget as much as 
possible but it’s still not 
enough to meet the city’s 
fi nancial obligations.

“I’ve cut everything 
I can fi nd but now I’ve 
run out of options,” he 
said. “If you see anything 
else to cut, please let me 
know.”

Last month, council 
raised water and sewer 

fees in a close vote with 
French breaking a tie. At 
Monday’s meeting, coun-
cilmen Nelson Brown and 
Jamie Gould balked at the 
new tax-hike proposal.

“I think we should wait 
till the end of this year to 
see how our budget does,” 
said Brown. “I don’t see 
how you can ask us to 
raise taxes now.”

“The original one per-
cent tax was supposed to 
furnish 24/7 police pro-
tection and we’ve never 
had that,” said Gould. “If 
that one percent didn’t do 
what it was supposed to, I 
don’t see how we can ask 
the people to pay more 
taxes. I’m against it.”

Warsaw council has 
been wrestling with the 
city’s budget since ac-
countant Jeff Woods de-
livered a bleak fi nancial 
report last November. 
He said the city’s Gen-
eral Fund operated at a 
$195,000 defi cit last year 
and Warsaw could not 
continue at that rate.

After further discus-
sion, council tabled May-
or French’s new tax-hike 
proposal to consider it fur-
ther before next month’s 
meeting.

In other Warsaw busi-
ness:

What is usually a rou-
tine annual report to the 
Gallatin County Fiscal 
Court by offi cials from 
the Kentucky Transporta-
tion Cabinet turned con-
tentious at last Thursday’s 
February meeting.

Magistrates fi rst heard 
a report about planned 
repairs on the county’s 
rural state roads for the 
coming year. In response 
to a question, Kevin Rust 
from the Transportation 
Cabinet said there were 
no plans to repair a slip 
that had closed a section 
of RT. 16 near Glencoe for 
over a year. That revela-
tion enraged Glencoe City 
Councilman JuJu Sullivan 
(See related story about 
Glencoe City Council on 
page three).

“Someone is going to 
get killed because of you,” 

Sullivan said. “School bus 
drivers using the Cem-
etery Hill detour can’t see 
when they make the turn 
onto U. S. 127 when it’s 
dark. Our children’s lives 
are at stake and it’s a mat-
ter of time before a bunch 
of kids get killed.”

Sullivan was not pla-
cated when Rust told him 
the $160,000 needed to 
fi x the road wasn’t in the 
Cabinet’s budget for this 
year.

“This is an outrage,” 
Sullivan said. “You’re 
spending $3.5 million to 
widen a mile of U. S. 35 
for the Kentucky Speed-
way which will be used 
one day a year but you 
can’t spend $160,000 to 
save our children’s lives. 
I worked for the state 
for over 20 years and I 
know how things work in 

Frankfort. That money is 
there, we’re just not going 
to get it for some reason.”

Glencoe/Veterans Me-
morial Magistrate Dudley 
Gullion was equally dis-
turbed.

“I was in Frankfort last 
week and was guaran-
teed that road would be 
fi xed this spring,” he said. 
“Now, they’re telling us 
there are no plans at all to 
fi x it. Someone is lying to 
me and I don’t like it one 
bit.”

After the discussion, 
the court passed a reso-

lution asking the state to 
repair the road as soon 
as possible. A copy of the 
resolution was sent to the 
Transportation Cabinet.

“We’re going to stay on 
this until we get that road 
opened,” said Judge/ex-
ecutive Ken McFarland.

In other news:
•McFarland said two 

companies expressed in-
terest in bringing high-
speed Internet access to 
the county. He said he 
would expand his search 
for a company that wants 

The fi eld of candidates 
vying to succeed Repub-
lican U. S. Rep. Geoff 
Davis in the Fourth Dis-
trict is set and the race is 
expected to be expensive. 
Five Republicans and two 
Democrats will run for the 
seat that Davis has decid-
ed to leave.

On the Republican 
side, there is Lewis Coun-
ty Judge/executive Thom-
as Massie; Boone County 
Judge/executive Gary 
Moore; Oldham County 
resident and math teacher 
Brian Oerther; State Rep-
resentative Alecia Webb-
Edgington of Fort Wright 
and Fort Mitchell consul-
tant Tom Wurtz.

Greg Frank of Corinth, 
and Grant County Demo-
cratic Chairman Bill Ad-
kins are the Democrats in 

the race.
The Fourth District, 

which includes Gallatin 
County, runs along the 
Ohio River from West 
Virginia to the Louisville 
suburbs. Because it has 
three major media mar-
kets, Cincinnati, Lou-
isville and Huntington, 
West Virgina, it’s con-
sidered one of the most 
expensive districts in the 
state to run a campaign.

The district encom-
passes 24 counties and is 
predominantly Republi-
can having elected only 
one Democrat (Ken Lu-
cas) to Congress since 
1967.

Democrats are hoping 
a contentious Republican 
primary this spring could 
give them a chance in No-
vember.

Just a sweeper
Gallatin County got its fi rst measurable 

snowfall of the year Tuesday morning but shov-
els weren’t needed to clean it up. At Fredericks-
burg Apartments in Warsaw, Harold Reeder 
used a broom to clear off about aa half inch of 
the white stuff. Photo by Kelley Warnick

Tunneling through
Workmen on Monday along KY 35 near the Kentucky Speedway got ready to assemble 25 con-

crete sections of a pedestrian tunnel that’s going in underneath the highway.  When complete, the 
tunnel will be 42-feet wide and 11-feet tall and will lead from new parking areas to the Speedway. 
KY 35 is expected to be closed about six more weeks because of the construction work. Photo by 
Kelley Warnick

Offi cials told to open Rt 16

Seven enter race
for U. S. Congress

Train control
JuJu Sullivan is tired of trains tying up traf-

fi c on US 127 when they stop for long periods
of time at the Glencoe crossing. He has put up 
signs asking motorists to report any trains stop-
ping for more than 15 minutes to CSX Police at 
1-800-232-0144. Photo by Kelley Warnick

Mayor French
seeks payroll
tax increase
Proposal tabled until
council’s next meeting


