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Thinkoutside
thebox.

Andgetresultsfrom
your advertising.

• 86% of adults read a community newspaper at least once a week.*
•59% ofadults rely on the local newspaper as their primary news source.*
• Only 10% watch television for community information.*

How will you reach your target audience?

{YOUR NEWSPAPER NAME HERE}

* Survey conducted by the National Newspaper Association and
the Center for Advanced Social Research at the Missouri School of Journalism at the University of Missouri-Columbia.

Researchers surveyed adults 18 years old and up in markets with fewer than 100,000 residents.
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Picking the winners
Want to be sure you have the perfect March

Madness bracket this year? Not possible.
If you were to stack the amount of paper it

would take to fill in every bracket with every possi-
bility among the 68 teams who will play 67 games
over the next three weeks, it would not fit inside
the universe.
So says Michael Weimerskirch, a math professor

at Augsburg College who gets paid to think about
numbers and the way they affect the Kentuckys,
Butlers and VCUs of the world.
But there’s this small glimmer of hope. Weimer-

skirch says you could simply start flipping coins.
The odds of finding perfection that way—by flip-
ping a coin to pick the winner of every game: 1-in-
100,000,000,000,000,000,000. For those keeping
score at home, that’s 1-in-100million trillion.
Or, to put it another way: “You’re just as likely to

win Powerball three consecutive times as you are
to picking a perfect bracket by flipping a coin,”
Weimerskirch says.
Of course, the NCAA tournament is all about

making the impossible seem possible. Butler, a
school with only 4,000 kids, made it to the finals
two years in a row. VCU started the tournament
last year as a No. 11 seed and wound up playing in
the Final Four.
For those setting their sights on winning their

friendly office pool, there are, in fact, ways to im-
prove your odds.
Weimerskirch suggests looking at the number of

people in the pool. Themore people in the pool,
the more youmust stray from picking a slate of
straight-line favorites. Kentucky, by the way, is the
odds-on pick at 2-1, followed by North Carolina at
6-1.
“It’s one thing to pick favorites to win the whole

thing, but you have to know others are picking the
favorites to win the whole thing, too,” he said. “So,
if you’re in an office pool with 1,000 people in it,
you need to do something a little bit unusual.”
He recommends selecting a No. 14 seed to

make it to the Sweet 16. Or an 11 to go to the Final
Four, a la VCU.
“You need something unusual to go your way,”

Weimerskirch says.
There figures to be plenty of that over the next

three weeks, ending April 2 at the Superdome in
New Orleans. The games start Tuesday, with two
first-roundmatchups: Mississippi Valley State vs.
Western Kentucky and BYU vs. Iona.
The tournament gets into full swing Thursday

and Friday with 64 teams in action.
Watching closely, once again, will be President

Barack Obama, whose re-election campaign is
welcoming visitors to his website to pick the win-
ners. No wagering please, though anyone visiting
the site is invited to donate money to Obama’s
campaign.
In an attempt to give fans evenmore facts and

figures to ponder, the NCAA cracked the window
ever so slightly on its behind-closed-doors selec-
tion process, answeringmore questions this year
and even releasing a list of the teams and the way
they were ranked from 1 to 68.
At the end of the day, though, labeling Kentucky

as the No. 1 overall seed, or knowing that fifth-
seeded Vanderbilt was really the 18th-ranked over-
all team, doesn’t give muchmore clarity to the
guesswork.
After all, in the past week, Kentucky lost to Van-

derbilt, while a bunch of other top-seeded teams
in their conference tournaments also lost: Kansas,
Syracuse, North Carolina, Washington, to name a
few.
“If you had 200 co-workers in an office pool, just

being able to pick all the 8 vs. 9 and 7 vs. 10
matchups, only about one in 200 is going to get all
eight of those games right,” Weimerskirch says.
In short, none of this is easy. According to a

study by bookofodds.com, the odds of picking a
perfect bracket by always going with the better-
seeded team are about 35.3 billion-1.
Bookofodds.com took a look at a teen who

picked every game of the first two rounds correctly
last year and found the odds of that happening
were 13.46 million-1.
That’s not that far removed, the website said,

from the odds of a person inMissouri dying from
contact with hand-held power tool in a year. That’s
13.25 million-1.
(The odds of theMissouri Tigers winning the

national championship, on the other hand, are
listed at 12-1 in Vegas. Not bad considering.)
So, for the relatively modest cost of $10 or $20,

you, too, can buy a bracket, try to beat the odds,
get some skin in the game and actually care about
MarchMadness, even if you don’t know a basket-
ball from a dodgeball.
You can go with logic and scouting reports, put

on a blindfold and throw darts or choose teams
because you like their uniforms. The luckiest
could come out with a few extra ducats when the
nets are cut down in New Orleans. Manymore will
find themselves losing—and not only to the guy
in the next cubicle, but to their 2-year-old
nephews, their neighbor’s cat and their buddy’s fa-
vorite stuffed animal.
“Themost interesting story I heard came back

15-20 years ago, when Duke won it all,” Weimer-
skirch said. “It was a fairly large office pool of
1,000 people. One guy based it on who would win if
themascots fought. The rules were like, people
with guns would beat animals, who would other-
wise beat people who didn’t have guns. Turns out,
supernatural creatures like devils would beat most
things.”
Sure enough, it was a great year to be pulling

for the Blue Devils. Nomatter how you arrived at
that conclusion.— The Associated Press

N C A A T O U R N A M E N T

didn’t know there were that
many Catholics in Kentucky.
This is unique, a unique state
and a unique state for basket-
ball.”
Past NCAA champions

Duke, Connecticut and Indi-
ana— the first team to beat
UK this season—are all in
the South Region with Ken-
tucky. Jones said while “we
have a lot of competition” in
the South, the priority is for
UK to get back to playing well
and with the same swagger it
had during its 24-game win
streak and perfect 16-0 SEC
regular-season record.
“I feel we had it (in New Or-

leans). We were just playing
teams that had a lot to play for.
Playing them three times and
for their seasons with the chal-
lenge of trying to beat the No.
1 team that swept through the
conference regular season.
They just played with a lot of
energy,” Jones said. “We’re
going to have to respect every
team that we play and just

take it one game at a time. We
have a lot of motivation behind
a lot of games to give ourselves
more of an edge.”
He also learned something

last year during UK’s surpris-
ing Final Four run that in-
cluded a buzzer-beating win
over Princeton and then up-
sets of Ohio State and North
Carolina.
“The best teams playing the

best basketball right now are
who wins games, not really
who was playing the best bas-
ketball throughout the sea-
son,” Jones said.
Lamb said it is important for

Kentucky to put the Vanderbilt
loss in the past and focus on
Thursday.
“We have to move that game

to the past and get ready for
who we play next. Themain
thing is just getting treatment
and getting our bodies right for
these next couple weeks be-
cause right now we are a little
sore. We’re tired, we played
three games straight – three
tough games straight. Our bod-
ies are hurt right now,” Lamb
said Sunday.
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Soccer
Clark Middle splits with Harrison County

The ClarkMiddle boys and girls soccer teams split with Harrison
County Tuesday night.
The girls team dropped a 4-2 loss, with Brooke Abner and Angela

Miller each scoring a goal.
The boys team came away with a 5-1 victory.
Hunter Caudill paced the Eagles with three goals, followed by Jose

Villa and Josh Bailey with one goal each. Evan Carrington and Austin
Fields each had an assist for ClarkMiddle.

College Basketball
Horn fired after four seasons at USC

COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP)—South Carolina has firedmen’s basketball
coach Darrin Horn after another disappointing season.
Athletic director Eric Hyman said Tuesday Horn had to go because

he was tired of finishing toward the bottom of the Southeastern Confer-
ence.
The Gamecocks finished this season 10-21 and 2-14 in the SEC.

Horn’s teams lost more games in each of his four seasons.
South Carolina lost 24 of its last 27 SEC games, and Horn finished his

career at South Carolina 23-45 in the SEC and 60-63 overall.

Sports briefs


