
Industrial hemp could
make a comeback as one of
Kentucky’s top cash crops if
lawmakers legalize the har-
vest of marijuana’s botanical
cousin, legislators have told
a House committee.
The Agricultural and Small

Business Committee on
Wednesday heard from key
sponsors of two pieces of leg-
islation –House bills 272 and
286 – that would make hemp
a legal crop if the federal
government lifts restrictions
on it. The bills didn’t come to
a vote, but Rep. Tom McKee,
a Cynthiana Democrat and
the committee’s chairman,
said the discussion would
continue so both sides of the
argument could be heard.
Sponsors spoke for about

30 minutes, highlighting pri-
marily the many legal prod-
ucts produced by industrial
hemp, such as textiles,
paper, auto plastics, rope,
construction material, cos-

metics and feed for cattle.
The trickle-down effect

would create 17,000 jobs and
result in an economic impact
between $400 million and
$500 million, said Sen. Joey
Pendleton, D-Hopkinsville,
quoting a University of Ken-
tucky survey from years ago.
“We’re sitting on the cut-

ting edge and, to me, on a
gold mine here of what we
can do in the Commonwealth
of Kentucky to create jobs
and to give our agriculture
people another opportunity
to grow something,” he said.
Eighty-five percent of in-

dustrial hemp produced in
Canada is shipped to the
U.S., and China sends a large
amount here as well, Pendle-
ton added. He also noted
that Kentucky has an ideal
climate and was a top hemp
producer prior to and during
World War II until the federal
government banned it amid
political pressure from nylon
and paper manufacturers in
the 1950s.
While there’s concern that

hemp would be confused
with marijuana, Pendleton
said the two plants can be
distinguished easily and
cross-pollination between
the two plants decreases
tetrahydrocannabinol, the
active ingredient in mari-
juana.
However, Ed Shemelya, re-

gional marijuana coordinator
in the Appalachian High In-
tensity Drug Trafficking
Area, disagreed and said po-
lice continue to oppose legal-
ization of hemp because
there’s no way to visually dis-
tinguish it from marijuana.
“It’s an enforcement night-

mare,” Shemelya said after
the meeting.
Rep. Keith Hall, D-Phelps,

said hemp oil could be ex-
plored as an alternative fuel
source. He noted that Henry
Ford built his first automo-
bile using hemp products
and ran it on hemp diesel
fuel.
Bio-diesel fuel produced

from hemp emits no sulfur
when it’s used, making it the

only fuel that passes the En-
vironment Protection
Agency’s Clear Air Act, Hall
said. Hemp plants could also
be used on mine reclamation
sites as they soak up contam-
inants, he said. Legislators
have been hesitant to con-
sider legalizing hemp with
its link to marijuana, but
Hall said the potential eco-
nomic impact has thawed
some, but not all, concerns.
“I would say today that the

issue is fear,” Hall told the
panel.
Rep. Terry Mills, D-

Lebanon, said 66 percent of
his constituents support le-
galizing industrial hemp.
“… The ag economy is the

best its been in 40 years, and
we’re seeing that in grain
and cattle prices, but we al-
ways need diversity in agri-
culture,” Mills said. “If this
can be developed as a viable
crop in agriculture, it can
only help the agriculture
community and, again, those
people who live out in rural
Kentucky.”

FRANKFORT— The $1
million barrier fell at the
26th annual Kentucky Farm
Bureau Beef Expo March 2-4
in Louisville. Beef Expo
records were set for gross
sales, average per head, and
top price for a single lot, and
several other records were
shattered in the individual
breed sales.
“Many of the highest-

priced lots were from Ken-
tucky, including the sale
topper,” Agriculture Commis-
sioner James Comer said.
“These results show that
Kentucky’s beef cattle indus-
try and the Kentucky Farm
Bureau Beef Expo have the
well-deserved respect of cat-

tlemen from all over the
United States.”
In all, 485 lots sold for

$1,062,940, an average of
$2,192 per head, in the 11
breed sales and the pen
heifer sale. Gross sales were
24.1 percent higher than the

2011 total of $856,545, and
the average was a 27.4 per-
cent increase over last year’s
average of $1,720.
The sale topper was an

Angus female consigned by
Boyd Beef Cattle of Mayslick
that sold for $27,000 to

Bridges Beef Cattle of
Shelby, N.C.
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AP photo
A newly born hereford angus named Kirstin is nudged by her mother Katie at Greyrock Farm on East Lake Road in the town of
Sullivan, in Madison County, New York Monday. The photo was taken just moments after the hereford angus was born.

Welcome to the world

In preparation for my
final column as the Clark
County Extension Service
agent for agriculture and
natural resources, I looked
back in the files and found
the first column I wrote for
The Winchester Sun in
1996.
It is interesting how

much some things have
changed in 15 years, and
how much some things
have remained the same.
In 1996, the primary mis-

sion of the Clark County
Cooperative Ex-
tension Service
was to bring to
the people of
Clark County the
research-based
information that
has been gener-
ated at the Uni-
versity of
Kentucky and
other land grant
universities, and
to help our
clients use that informa-
tion to improve their lives
and their community. That
mission remains the same
today.
Something that has

changed quite a lot is the
way that information is
transmitted. In 1996, al-
most all the information
was handled on the printed
page. The Internet was a
new thing, and we had just
received a grant to conduct
a class to demonstrate to
farmers how to search for
information online.
Much of the information

we handle now is
processed in electronic
form. I wrote that 1996 col-
umn with a pencil, Malinda
Cooper keyed it into the of-
fice computer and printed
it on paper, and someone
carried it across the street
to the newspaper office. I
keyed in today’s column at
my desk and emailed it to
Courtney Jones, who
cleaned it up and for-
warded it to The Sun.
In addition to mailing

newsletters, Cynthia Carr
now posts them on our
website, so they are avail-
able to anyone with Inter-
net access.
As long as there remain

places where Internet ac-
cess is either unavailable
or prohibitively expensive,
the Extension Service will
mail things to those who re-
quest them, but I expect
that the use of electronic
communication will con-
tinue to grow.
The biggest change at

the Clark County
Extension Serv-
ice in my tenure
has been as a re-
sult of the con-
struction of the
Clark County Ex-
tension Educa-
tion Center.
When our of-

fices were
housed in the
basement of the
Clark County

Courthouse, we had to bor-
row or rent a room any
time we needed to conduct
a meeting. The Extension
Service building allows us
much more flexibility in
programming, and allows
for expanded access for
clients.
As I retire from active

duty with the Cooperative
Extension Service, I wish to
thank my co-workers, the
outstanding volunteer lead-
ers, the University of Ken-
tucky and the people of
Clark County for the oppor-
tunity to serve.
The mission of the Coop-

erative Extension Service
remains in place. My co-
workers at the Clark County
office, and from surrounding
counties, will work to meet
client needs in my absence.
The University of Ken-

tucky College of Agriculture
is now accepting applica-
tions, and plans to have a
new Clark County extension
agent for agriculture and
natural resources in place
in a month or two.

Frank Hicks

The final
farewell

FRANKFORT— In the
wake of the terrible storms
that ravaged farms across
the Commonwealth, Agri-
culture Commissioner
James Comer commended
the efforts of the Kentucky
Cattlemen’s Foundation for
raising funds and assistance
from farm supply companies
to aid in the disaster relief
efforts.
In just one day, the foun-

dation raised more than
$12,000 from agriculture
companies and individual

farmers to purchase fencing
and other farm materials
desperately needed to re-
build cattle farms affected
by the March 2 tornadoes.
In response to the foun-

dation’s call for help, Tarter
Farm and Ranch Equipment
in Casey County drastically
reduced its prices and will
deliver the much-needed
materials to the affected
areas. The Blue Grass Live-
stock Marketing Group also
contributed $5,000 to the
foundation’s efforts.

Comer, legislators praise
Cattlemen for donations

Ky. Farm Bureau Beef Expo cracks $1M in sales

Hemp could make a comeback
By Kevin Wheatley
State Journal


