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Jeffersontown Is a city in trans-
ition.
. It's an transition,
not a revolutionary one; but a
significant change nonetheless,
that has taken the small, basical-
ly rural community of the Fifties,
and turned it into the booming
suburb of the Seventies.
This is the picture of Jeff erson-tow- n

drawn by the U.S. Census of
April 1, 1970, and confirmed by
the fact that mushrooming devel-
opment since census day has al-
ready rendered the

population report
somewhat obsolete.
Detailed block-by-blo- ck studies

on housing and population, re-
vealed by the U.S. Commerce De-
partment's Census Bureau early
this year, showed Jefferson-town- 's

population had more than
tripled between 1960 and 1970,
skyrocketing 182 percent from
3,431 to 9,701.
That census report, outlined in

detail in the Volce-Jeffersoni- an,

indicated that Jeffersontown re-
mained primarily a white middle-

-class community, with most
homes valued between $15,000
and $25,000, and very few dwel-
lings inside the city limits worth
less than $10,000 or more than
$30,000.

Close value range

This close range of property
values was very different from
the situation found in Anchorage,
for example, where homes rang-
ed from under $7,500 to over
$60,000.
The lowest priced homes within

Jeffersontown, the report show-
ed, were clustered In the older
sections of the community around
Town Square. Highest priced
block on April 1, 1970, was in
Garden Park East, south of
Auburn Avenue, where estimated
real estate values were $30,600
per lot.

In general, homes on the north
side of Taylorsville Road aver-
aged somewhat higher in value
than did homes in south-si- de sub-
divisions, with the sole exception
of the new Garden Park East.
Between census day and the

present, however, not only did. the,
population continue to grow, but
the basic direction of housing
patterns in Jeffersontown sub-
stantially altered.
The addition of more than 1,000

apartment units (before census
day, there were only a few) and
around 200 FHA 235 houses (be-

fore census day, there was none)
will certainly be reflected in the
next census, in 1980.

At the same time continued de-
velopment of conventional single-fami- ly

homes has raised the
present estimated population to
the area of 12,000, reaching close
to 13,152 total in St. Matthews

. on census day.
A second government census

study, dealing with detailed hous-
ing was released
early last summer. This report
showed that Jeffersontown's res-
idents drove more cars per fam-
ily than almost anyone else in
Jefferson County, but had fewer

homes than in St.
Matthews and other East End
suburbs.

Two-ca- r families

Only four percent of Jeffersont-
own s homes had no car at all,
while fully 50 percent were two-c- ar

families. St. Matthews had
nine percent no-c- ar families,
and only 30 percent with two autoa
or more.
In Jeffersontown, 37 percent of

homes had no air conditioning of
any type on census day, while in
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St. Matthews, only 26 percent
sweltered in the summer heat.
Also revealed by this census

report was the fact that Jeffer-
sontown's greatest growth came
later than in neighboring suburbs.

Thirty-fo- ur percent of Jeffer-
sontown's residents came to the
city during the early Sixties,
while over 30 percent of St.
Matthews dwellers had been In

theiV" h!lornes 8lnce fifties.
in te .aince the Fifti?

housing units In JeffersomuSti
since April 1, 1970, implies the
rate of rapid growth has contin-
ued to date, though recent building
permit trend indicate the boom
may be tapering off to some ex- -
tent.
Another census study, issued

late this summer, further exam-
ines population and housing. In-

cluding data on social, labor
force and Income characteristics
of the population, and more facts
about housing.
This Information is not cal-

culated for the city of Jeffersont-
own alone, but is broken down
into census tracts. The tract
which includes Jeffersontown
adds In surrounding areas be-
tween the Hikes Point and Tucker
Station areas, from Interstate
64 on the north to Bardstown
Road on the south, and totaled
16,637 on census day.
In this Jeffersonown-are- a

tract, census takers found 5.6
percent blacks among the popu-
lation. There were slightly more
female than male residents, by
8,539 to 8,098. More than a third,
or 6,968 of the people were un-

der 18 years old.

Few aliens

Among social characteristics
of the population, based on the
sample of families who filled out
the "long form" on census day,
the report showed that only an
insignificant fraction estimat-
ed at 126 persons were of
foreign birth.
In the area of education, only

37 residents indicated having
never attended school. Almost
66 percent of residents were high
school graduates and 1,195 had
completed four years or more
of college.
Almost exactly half the

dents ' had lived in the same
house for 'five ' years.' Among
those who had moved to the Jef-
fersontown area since 1965, the
vast majority came from else-
where In the Greater Louisville
area.
An estimated 692 persons mov-

ed to Jeffersontown from cities
to the north or west since 1965;
703 came from other cities to
the south; and 82 persons said
they moved to Jeffersontown from
outside the United States.

On census day, 6,159 residents
reported they were employed on
April 1, 1970. Of these, 5,110
said they drove their own car to
work. Among the 1,000 who got
to work by other methods, most
rode as a passenger in some-
one's private car.
Only 135 residents said they

took the bus to work; 79 walked,
103 worked In their home; and
107 marked off "other" on the
census form.
Only 748 workers located their

place of employment in down-
town Louisville: the majority
2,795 workers said they work-
ed in Jefferson County, outside
Louisville. Many of these un-

doubtedly worked In Jeffersont-
own, but the census report does
not specify.
The second-large- st portion,

2,102 employes, worked inside
Louisville but not downtown. Only
157 of the work force commuted
to Jobs outside the Louisville
metropolitan area.

MRS. FRANKLIN CHAMBERS, wife of Jefferson-

town's mayor, lights candles in the form of a symbolic

"175" for open house ceremonies at City Hall on

Sept. 9.
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Other labor facts included:
Almost 85 percent of men

over 16 years old were employ-
ed, but only about 40 percent of
the women. Unemployment for
men was at the extremely low
level of 1.7 percent.

The largest work category,
with 1,160 workers, was cleri-
cal. Second, with 1,092 employ--
es, was the professional and tech-
nical area. A total of 801 iden-
tified themselves as managers
and administrators, but only 203
admitted to being laborers. List-
ed in sales were 630 persons, but
only 23 were named as farmers.
Average income of the Jeffer-sontown-are- a

family on census
day was $12,629, well above the
Jefferson County average of
$11,282, and far above the $9,980
average in the city of Louisville.
Only 2.3 percent of families

were said to be below the "pov-
erty level" (not specified but
assumed to be $3,000); while 8.9
percent of county families were
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so defined, and exactly 13 per-
cent of Louisville families were
placed in the poverty category.
Of the area's estimated 96 pover-

ty-level families, average in-
come was to be only $1,711.
However, only 5.2 percent were
receiving public assistance In-
come. Approximately a quarter
of them received social security
benefits. Surprisingly, the aver-
age value of their households
was pegged at $15,900.

housing data showed
that, of 4,610 ing

units in the Jeffersontown area,
only 63 lacked some or all plumb-
ing facilities, and an estimated
34 dwellings lacked some or all
kitchen facilities.
As previously reported, the av-

erage value of the Jeffersontown-are- a
home was $18,900, based on

estimates supplied by the home-
owners themselves. The average
home had between five and six
rooms.
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PREPARING a safe area firing rockets are
of the Volunteer Fire who
assisted the fireworks at the

Center on Sept. 4.
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CHARLIE FIRST of Jeffersontown, who enjoys a wide
reputation as a gourmet fish fry chef, was kept busy at
his hobby during September, as he cooked for a Jaycee
fish fry on Sept. 4 and a Republican club's picnic on
Sept 23.
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