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By Janet Biller

Staff Writer

As Jcfftr30ntown celebrates its
175th birthday this month, old-tim- ers

as well as newcomers in
the town have been reflecting
on the past that gave birth to the
town which now thrives with all
the hubbub of a modern city of
the seventies.
Various clubs and organizations

in Jeffersontown, in addition to
the area's schools, have delighted
in gathering bits and fragments
of the town's early history.

T " Pioneer Woman's Club and
a fi.wh grade class at Garland S.
Cochrane Elementary School,
taught by Nancy Tlchnor, are two
groups which have compiled his-

torical data concerning early Jef-

fersontown,
The study of Jeffersontown was

part of Cochrane's required re-

search program for fifth year
students. Several field trips, in
addition to interviews with lo-

cal residents, were necessary
before the history could be writ-
ten.

The woman's club published a
"Civic Director of Jefferson-
town" in 1969 which included a
brief resume of the city's early
history.

Following are some facts taken
from both sources.
It was in July of 1773 that Capt.

Thomas Bullitt first explored the
land that is now Jeffersontown.
Accompanying Bullitt were Capt.
James llarrod, John Smith, Isaac
Hite, James Sodousky, John Fitz-patri- ck

and others.

Colonel Geiger

Much of the Jeffersontown that
we know today was owned at one
time by Col. Frederick Geiger.
Abraham Bruner later purchased
this land from Geiger. As a re-
sult the area received the name
Brunerstown, or Brunersville.
Until it was incorporated on May
3, 1797, the town held this name.
At this time it became "Town of
Jefferson" or "Jeffersontown,"
in honor of then vice-presid- ent

Thomas Jefferson.
One of the original surveyors of

the city of Jeffersontown was
Phillip Zilhart, who is burled in
the old Lutheran Cemetery estab-
lished In 1799.
There were several schools in

the Jeffersontown of many years
ago. One was a Girls' Academy,
housed in a red brick facility
next to the iToore Coal Com-
pany or Taylorsville Road.

here was also a school in the
Lutheran Home arid a "pay
s.ioj," about which little has
ken learned.

v pottery plant was located on
.iter Street (now known as Col-L- ge

Drive) during the early
SCO's.
At the foot of the street was a

spring which drew people from
all areas.

Although there was no manufac-
turing as we know it today, harness-

-makers, blacksmiths, cabinet-

-makers and wagon-make- rs

vere aplenty. Several general
stores in the area drew custo-
mers from Louisville and other
towns because their prices were
wholesale.
Three mills were located on

Chcnoweth Run, a small creek
on the east side of Jeffersont-
own.
Col. Geiger operated a grist

mill near the town. Nothing, how-

ever, remains of these mills to-

day.
Indians posed a real threat to

early settlers of Jeffersontown.
More than one battle with them is
recorded. The Shawnces and the
Miami were two of the tribes
that roamed the area as late as
IKOO.

The War of 1N12 found many vo-
lunteers from the Jeffersontown
area serving their country.

Four martyrs

An incident which took place
during the Civil War stands out
as one of the most vivid of the
era. The body of a murdered
Union Soldier was found at the
tollgate outside Louisville on
Bardstown Pike. The murder was
blamed on Sue Mundy, a guerilla
who often operated in the area,
lour reputed guerrillas were
removed from the Louisville mil-
itary prison and transferred to
Jeffersontown where they were
ordered to be shot as a result
of the murder of the Union sol-
dier.
It was near the present Com-

munity Center that the execu-
tion took place. The bodies were
placed in a shallow trench but
afterward reburied in the Jef-
fersontown cemetery.

In 1904, forty years after the
execution, the United Daughters
of the Confederacy erected a
granite marker at the gravesite
"to the memory of four
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THIS OLD LOG HOUSE, for many years a landmark on Taylorsville Road in Jef-
fersontown, was the home of Emory and Alice Harris.

The saga of William C.Quantrill
is another phase of Jeffersontown
history which has been referred
to by writers of the town's his-

tory.

Named "the scourge and terror
of the Border," Quantrill chose
a farm in Spencer country for a
quiet place of rest for his men.
As he napped the Union forces
approached and he suffered a
paralyzing wound in his attempt
to escape.

The soldier was then taken to
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Jeffersontown enroute to Louis-
ville for a rest. While in Jef-
fersontown is said that a small
girl brought him flowers. The
following day as the wagon car-
rying Quantrill passed on down
the road Louisville, Quan-

trill, recognizing the child in the
crowd, raised up and waved the
flowers as a final farewell. A

short time later the soldier died
in a Louisville hospital. Histor-
ians have never identified the
child.

By the year 1880 Jefferson- -
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ANOTHER gathering place on Town Square early in
this century was the livery stable on Watterson Trail.
Gaslight on the Square restaurant is now on this site.

r

months
Certificates

W

It

toward

A

ST"
M 'II"

m i n:ih wi 5i!) vwa i

La "N. E. S. W."
a Better Idea

Is Hard to Find
Put your money to work

in an INSURED
passbook savings account

It's a good feeling know that
your savings earn the highest rate
of interest possible with safety.

on 1 year Certificates
000 minimum

,

A"

to

SI

on Regular Passbook Savings with
Interest Compounded daily and
earned from day of deposit to
day of withdrawal.

KY.

6
on 2 year Certificates
$5000 minimum

.s.i r.v;.s i n Lo t associa tio
10501 WATTERSON TRAIL

JEFFERSONTOWN,

267-740- 9

fVoaiO

WATTERSON FEDERAL

!Jl!

T

i
i
i

town's population rose to 350. and
it took from then until 1930 for
the population to reach 700., -

Not to be overlooked are. the
historical sites in the Jeffersont-
own community. One of the oldest
homes in the area is that of "Old
Wilderness Fort," the home of
Capt, Robert Tyler, great-greatgrandfa-

of President Harry
S. Truman. One of the first homes
built in Jefferson county, the
home is two and a half miles
east of Jeffersontown. Built of'
log and stone, the home was once '

used as a fort. The date "1774"
is on a stone in a nearby spring-hous- e.

Tyler's brothers also built
homes in the Jeffersontown area.
Moses Tyler's home, called
"Black Acres" is located on
Tucker Station Road and is pre-
sently owned by Judge and Mrs.
Macauley Smith. It was built in
1780.
Ned Tyler's home was built on

Taylorsville Road and Is now
owned by Mrs. Joseph Sweeney,.
An old graveyard still remains
on the site, in which can be found
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the now demolished, on
Town Square.

the graves of President Tru-
man's great-grandpare- nts.

In 1780 fort called Lynn's
Station was built on Taylorsville
Road near Lane.
Peter Funk, the son of the man
who built Lynn's Station, built

there In 1803 and named
it Cherry Springs. It is present-
ly the home of the Ralph M.Quinn
family. Later on Funk built homes

two of his children. These
were Nunnlea on
Lane, and house on

Road which is now the
property of Blckel family.

Mansfield

Perhaps one of
mansions found
Jeffersontown is
field, home
terson, former
Courier-Journ- al,
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of Jeffersontown on Watterson
Trail, the structure is a three-sto- ry

one built of white brick
and wood. Located on a 68-a- cre

estate, the mansion has 28 rooms.
Seaton House, located also on

Watterson Trail, was built by
John Seaton in 1827, It was con-
structed around the original log
house which was erected some-
time around 1790.

A committee of the Jeffersont-
own Chamber of Commerce, the
Restoration Society, was formed
in 1966 to promote the restorat-
ion of older sections of town. Its
objective was to convince busi-ness- es

planning new construc-
tion in Jeffersontown to use Wi-
lliamsburg styling. The early
American style has since been
used in City Hall, the Liberty
Bank Building, Seaton House and '

a building which houses a beauty
salon and two attorneys' offices,
among others.
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