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Staff Writer

Try to imagine a jeffersontown
that extends from Middletown to
Fern Creek; from Hikes Point
almost all the way to Fisher-vill- e.

Imagine, if you will, a Jeffers-
ontown with a population of some
50,000; with a full-tim- e, profes-
sional fire department, a "big-cit- y"

police department divided
into several regional beats, and

' a large staff of clerical and pub-

lic works employees under the
. supervision of a full-ti- me mayor.

This, if the most conservative
predictions of local business and
civic leaders come true, is the

. Jeffersontown of 1997, only 25
years from now, when our chil-
dren 'are preparing to take note
of the city's 200th anniversary.
"I sincerely believe, within 25

years or less, Jeffersontown will
be the second-large- st city in
Jefferson County," said Mayor
Franklin J. Chambers.
Jeffersontown now lags behind

its fellow fourth-cla- ss cities of
St. Matthews and Shively, but it's
the fastest-growi- ng of the small
cities. Population rose from
3,431 in 1960, to 9,701 in 1970.
Conservative estimates, based

on the rapid increase in apart-
ment and single-fami- ly con-
struction in the area, place to-

day's population at near 12,000.

Room to grow

What's more, the mayor said,
St. Matthews and Shively are sur-
rounded by the city of Louisville
and already-develop- ed areas,
while Jeffersontown has open, un-

developed country available on
almost all sides.
It would not be unrealistic, the

mayor said, to visualize a city
of Jeffersontown, by 1997, that Is
bordered on the north by Shelby-vil- le

Road but excluding the
I built-u- p areas around Middle-- J

town; on the south by Fairgrounds
Road not far from Fern Creek,
and spreading out to the south
and east as far as the Jefferson
Freeway.
Only the western boundary, fac-- 1

ing Hikes Point, is not likely to
Increase through annexation, the
mayor predicted.
Chambers neithered confirmed

nor denied the possibility of an-

nexing the huge subdivisions, now
getting underway, of Plainview
on the north side of the city, and
Watterson Estates on the south.
However, these large tracts,

which If added to the city would
increase its boundaries by almost
50 percent, lie within the area of
"potential annexation" defined
by the mayor.
"We won't annex a piece of pro-

perty unless the developer asks
us to," the mayor explained. "But
most of our recent annexations
have been at developers' request,
and they seem to feel the services
we can provide are of benefit to
them."
Negotiations leading to annexa-

tion might be initiated by either
the city or the developer, the
mayor added.
Another factor influencing an- -
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nexation is the watershed. Ac-

cording to Chambers, the state of
Kentucky requires a city to ser- -
vice the area within its watershed
with sewers, and in order to pro-

vide sewer service, the city must
first annex the property,. .

'

' ' :.,
Watershed h. limit, ':.'," .

. The ultlr.ite boundary oytUned."
by the 'mayor roufMy coincides
with the. CheT.owet.Vi'atn water
sh?d . wh ;' v.r 1 lm - ?'rv" '.TjjcVi

the Jeffer; r.town Water and Sew--.

erage. Commission.
At the request of the Voloe-Jeffersbni- an,

a. reliable fcuslnesi
forecasting service made a spe- -

projection of growth within
this area. . . 1

' .'. :
The projection suggests a total

of 11,850 households and .300
businesses by - 1981, 13,800
households and 900 businesses
by 1991 and 15,200 households
and 950 businesses by 1996.
According to this source, there

are 5,300 households and 480
businesses within this area today.
Chambers said he would expect

the rural areas to be . largely
developed within 25 years, "but
mostly residential nicer, big-
ger homes, due to the high prices
of the land."
Retail stores and apartment

buildings might go up to major
intersections such as Taylors-vil- le

Road at the Jefferson Free-
way,, and Blankenbaker Road at
Interstate 64 (where a new inter-
change is under study), "but I
wouldn't expect to see it too much
elsewhere," the mayor said.

A "village square" type shop-
ping center Is proposed as a
part of the Plainview tract, also,,
and portions of the development
surrounding the centrally located
retail center are zoned for apart-
ment and townhouse development.
No portion of the Watterson Es-

tates subdivision is now zoned
for commercial or apartment
use.
"As the development comes,"

the mayor added, "city govern-
ment will have to work with the
developers to see the growth is
orderly. We'll have to be con-

cerned about extending the water
and sewer systems, street main-
tenance, fire and police protec-
tion."

Federal funds due

If Chambers were mayor 25
years from now, he'd hope to
keep the property tax in line
with its present level. "There
will have to be more money to
provide an increased level of
services, but I'd hope to get It
from other sources," he said.

"If federal revenue sharing
works out, this might be enough

.

to fill in with no tax increase."
- The revenue-shari- ng

, bill now In

7 V51D3

Congress Is expected to yield
about $250,000 directly to Jef-
fersontown, the mayor said, and
this installment will likely be
earmarked for capital Improve- - ;

ments. ' ','''
. "If revenue sharing doesn t
work out, I'd favor a 'service
tax," the mayor said. "A flat
.rate of, maybe, $10 or $15 per
homeowner per year. .

"I feel this lawless discrimi-.- v
natbry thin a property tax be-

cause everyone should pay, tfcs,

same amount'for the same serv .

Ices' received.",."
The mayor also believes that, :

sooner or later, Jeffersontown
will have to petition the legisla-
ture for upgrading to a higher-cla- ss

city.
."The . higher classifications

have more authority to provide
a wider range of services," he
said. "For instance, we'll need
a full-ti- me mayor, which is not
usual in a fourth-cla- ss city."
Two areas the mayor feels are

already far ahead of their time
--- if not 25 years ahead are
the city hall building and the
parks department.
The City Hall which recently

celebrated the completion of its
second-flo- or offices and confer-
ence room, could be further ex-

panded by turning the downstairs
conference room into two off ices,
and moving the police headquar
ters to the basement. Chambers
said.
The parks commission, formed

only this summer, is already
working to provide parks and
playgrounds while open space
in the city is still available, the
mayor added. "And, we'll be de-

manding in making sure develop-
ers set aside green areas for
recreational use as the city de-

velops," he said.
Mayor Chambers' optimism is

clearly reflected in the thinking
of other members of the com-

munity.

Retail boom? v

Ray Ward, president of the Jef-
fersontown Chamber of Com-
merce, expressed opinions simi-
lar to the mayor's about Jeffer-sontow- n's

future boundaries, and
said "even if the population doub-

les or more, I think Jeffersont-
own will retain its Identity,

"I also look for a big improve-
ment In retail business because
of the population increase," Ward
said. "Not only the new busines-
ses, but old businesses will put
on new faces. I expect to 6ee
more restaurants, and more live
theatre following up he ex-

cellent start made by the Mans-

field Players."
The most severe problem as-

sociated with city growth, Ward
felt, is the increasing burden of
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UA friend of mine was moving away, and she offered
us a great deal on a color TV. We didn't have enough
in our checking account, but I wrote the check anyway.
Firstline Checking made it good. II

Firstline Checking: money in reserve when you need it.

with you all th way
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THE DOTTED LINE indicates the possible boundaries of Jeffersontown in 1997,
just 25 years from now. According to Mayor Franklin Chambers, the estimated
boundaries roughly shown here would be contingent on development and the will-

ingness of developers or residents to be annexed. Another question mark is comple-

tion of the Jefferson Freeway, which is not expected before the middle Eighties.

traffic on city streets. Future
city administrations will have to
address themselves to this pro-
blem, Ward believed.
(Mayor Chambers has recently

petitioned state government to
include Jeffersontown in TOPICS,
a federally assisted traffic-improvem- ent

program, with em-

phasis on study of several "pro-
blem" intersections in the area).
Asked about the effect of growth

on Jeffersontown' s volunteer fire
department. Chief Bob Caddie
said "if the city grows as it
has been, there will have to be a
professional department espe

II 11 iI a 111

W.vtjv

X

cially because of the industrial
park."

The volunteers would remain
organized to serve the rural ar-

eas, Caddie added, and would
likely grow as population In-

creased in the sections not an-

nexed by Jeffersontown.
"I expect to see this within 10

years," Caddie added. "It will
be forced on the city by its growth
and increasing insurance and
protection rates."
Jack Durrett, president of the

JTown Shopping Center and a
local developer, said "no matter
what we predict, the reality will
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probably be 10 what we
say now."

ago," he added,
what we thought were

predictions, but
made them conservative."
B. W-- . formerly man-

ager of Jeffersontown branch
of National Bank, who re-

mains active in affairs
though to the bank's
Louisville "to look
at anything but conservatively,
the city solid to the
Shelby County line in 25 years

be a of
a people."
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SITUATED n DOWNTOWN JEFFERSONTOWN ON THE SQUARE

NEAR CORNER OF TAYLORSVILLE & WATTERSON TRAIL

. . . ...

at
GASLIGHT FESTIVAL

with
DELIGHTFUL EVENING

at
ON THE SQUARE

good entertainment by
popular T.V. and radio personality

on the first floor, from 7:30

DISHES for you
Lounge at very prices.

dinner hour EDDIE GILB0Y is

Organ playing versatile numbers
dining in our Jefferson Room.

to stay the evening and enjoy
experience featuring the fine

French Chef RALPH

chef at PRESIDENT
and at the

in New Orleans.

Entertainment starting around
talented singers, dancers and

DINNER RESERVATIONS
RESERVED for this SPECIAL

TOP

THE

GASLIGHT

TH0MALE,
at the piano bar
until

H0RS D'OEUVRE
at the Cocktail

During your
at the

for dancing and

Come prepared
dining

foods
BOUCHER, the
JOHNSON'S
famed Roosevelt

PLUS additional
9 p.m.

Call early to
as tables
NIGHT.
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