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small incision here

Performing Minimally
Invasive Heart Bypass
Nepal Chowdhury, MD  

Staff report

MOREHEADA Morehead State University
student missing since Wednesday turned
up safe and sound Sunday morning in Al-
buquerque, N.M.
MSU Police Chief Matt Sparks said he re-

ceived the news from the father of Daniel
Hiser, 20, of  Washington
Court House, Ohio, accord-
ing to the Morehead News.
“Daniel called his family

Sunday morning and said
he was in New Mexico but
had changed his mind
about hitchhiking to Cali-
fornia,” Sparks said. “He
said he wanted to come

home.”
Hiser’s father told Sparks he was arrang-

ing transportation for his son. 
The chief  said he had no other details

about the case.
Hiser had been the subject of  a police

search since the license plate and bumper
of his vehicle were found at the scene of a
damaged garage near Morehead.
He had not been heard from since late

Wednesday night when he sent a text mes-
sage to a friend.

By SHANNON MILLER
The Independent

ASHLAND This year’s Relay
for Life theme is “Happy
Birthday,” and it is sure to be
a good one for a Verity Middle
School student.
T.J. Love, a 13-year-old sev-

enth-grader, was diagnosed
with kidney cancer on his
third birthday, so this year’s
relay theme struck home for
him and his family. After
three surgeries and a year of
chemotherapy, the boy was
cancer free.
“We were so fortunate that

we caught it early,” said Sher-
ri Love, his mother. “I feel like
we were meant to find it. You
have to keep raising aware-
ness, and he’s living proof.”
Mrs. Love said her son’s

birthday is always a double
celebration for their family be-
cause it also marks another
cancer-free year. The Loves
have participated in the relay
every year since the diagnosis,
and this year they have been
encouraging friends and Veri-
ty students to get involved. 

Teachers, students and Ver-
ity Principal David Greene
have been working to raise
cancer awareness. The sim-
plest way they do this is by
wearing T-shirts to promote
the relay on Fridays, which
they call Relay Friday. 
“Wearing the shirts is how

we got so many people to sign

up (for the relay),” Mrs. Love
said. “They see the shirts and
ask about it.”
A team of about 75 has been

working for months to raise
money for the Boyd Relay for
Life, which will be Friday at
the Fairview High School
football field.
There have been bake sales,

raffle-ticket sales and dona-
tions. There will be a car wash
soon, the teen said.
“Since I was in that situa-

tion, I know how they (cancer
patients) feel,” he said. “I
want to help out their finan-
cial situation and raise money
for them to get treated.”
“As principal, you’re proud

of your kids when they step
up and have enthusiasm in
helping others, and T.J.
brought that here,” Greene
said. “There’s no personal
gain for them. That’s what
we’re looking for them to car-
ry into their adult lives —
helping others and getting out
in the community.”
About 45 students from Ver-

ity will participate in the re-
lay, some of  whom are the
teen’s close friends.
Nicole Porter, a 12-year-old

seventh-grader at Verity, said
she met T.J. at school this
year, but their families have
been friends for years.

By MIKE JAMES
The Independent

RUSSELL Russell High School hopes to
put more students in advanced place-
ment classes and boost the scores they
make on AP tests using a program called
AdvanceKentucky.
The program uses a combination of

training and incentives to increase
achievement in advanced placement,
and other schools that have used it have
reported dramatic gains.
AdvanceKentucky is a joint effort of

the Kentucky Science and Technology
Corp., the Kentucky Department of Ed-
ucation and the National Math and Sci-
ence Initiative. Its goal is to increase the

number of Kentucky students who take
AP exams in math, science and English,
and earn qualifying scores of  3 and
above.
Russell has 177 students signed up to

take AP courses next year; the goal is to
have 65 additional students enroll in AP
courses the first year of  the three-year
program, said counselor Shawn Moore.
The program works best when it

brings in students who have not taken
AP courses before, and it specifically tar-
gets minority and low-income students,
according to executive director Joanne
Lang.
AdvanceKentucky provides $90,000

per year in grant money to pay for text-
books, lab equipment, training for teach-

ers and weekend sessions for teachers
and students.
The school pays a matching share of

$30,000 per year, Moore said.
Under the program, teachers and stu-

dents receive cash incentives.
Students receive $100 for scoring 3 or

above on math, science or English AP ex-
ams.
Teachers receive stipends for partici-

pating in specific activities and $100
bonuses for each student score of  3 or
higher on AP math, science or English
exams.
The program provides funding for ex-

ams not paid for through other sources,

ADVANCEKENTUCKY

By CARRIE STAMBAUGH
The Independent

SUMMIT A woman on the front lines in
the fight against hunger was honored at
Saturday’s Freedom Fund
Gala sponsored by the
Boyd and Greenup County
Branch of the NAACP.
Alfreda Moore, executive

director of the Community
Kitchen in Ashland since
2008, was presented the
Community Service
Award. The nonprofit pro-
vides hot meals to all com-
ers five days a week.
Moore was given a key to the City of

Ashland, and Saturday was designated Al-
freda Moore Day by the Ashland Board of
City Commissioners. Moore’s son, Sean,
said it was fitting the honors were be-
stowed on the eve of Mother’s Day.
“We have so many people in our commu-

nity who do not have food or places to live,”
he said.
“But my mom gives her motherly touch

to our family as well as the community. She
takes that motherly love she would give to
me and my sister, her grandkids and my
wife, and she spreads that to everyone. It is
so special to see that she is being recog-
nized for it. The things that you do, you
may think that nobody is looking, but
somebody is.”
Moore said she was “truly overwhelmed

and humbled” by the award.
“If  I can be known as anything, I truly

want to be known as a servant — first of all
to God and then to my fellow man,” she
said. “I have enjoyed it. I am grateful for
the opportunity.”
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Cancer survivor T.J. Love, back row center, poses with other Verity Middle School supporters of Relay for Life at the school on
Friday.
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Teen cancer survivor leads
Verity team in Relay for Life

T.J. LOVE

Russell High School seeks to boost AP
participation and scores with program

“Since I was in that situation, I know
how they (cancer patients) feel. I want to
help out their financial situation and
raise money for them to get treated.”

Verity Middle School
student T.J. Love


