
 Lawrenceburg, Kentucky Wednesday, January 11, 2012 75 cents

Friday: Snow flurries. High: Lower 30s. Low: 
Lower 20s.

Saturday: Partly cloudy. High: Upper 30s. 
Low: Lower 20s.

Sunday: Mostly sunny. High: Lower 40s. Low: 
Lower 30s.
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Cops looking
for ‘Doobie’
Man charged with stomping on puppy

a courtroom no-show as trial date looms

By Ben Carlson
General Manager

The trial of the Law-
renceburg man charged 
with 
stomp-
ing an 8-
month-old 
puppy to 
death and 
setting 
it on fire 
is sched-
uled to 
begin next 
Wednesday.

The question now is 
whether the defendant, 
Paul “Doobie” Dearinger, 
or the prosecution’s star 
witness will show up.

Dearinger has missed 
consecutive court 
appearances, including 
last Thursday’s pretrial 
conference with District 
Court Judge Donna Dut-
ton, who questioned Dear-
inger’s attorney about his 
whereabouts before issu-
ing a bench warrant for 
his arrest. Another bench 
warrant for Dearinger 
exists from another case, 
court records show.

Police confirmed last 

week that they are look-
ing for Dearinger and a 
witness in the case.

Judge allows 
gruesome photos

of dead puppy
A motion to keep photographs of 

the puppy supposedly stomped 
and set on fire by Paul “Doobie” 
Dearinger out of his trial was 
rejected by District Court Judge 
Donna Dutton.

Dearinger’s attorney argued that 
the photos would “prejudice” 
his client when his trial begins 
Jan. 18.

“There is no dispute that the ani-
mal is deceased,” wrote attorney 
Justin Genco, “and the nature 
of the photos create substantial 
risk that the defendant will be 
prejudiced.”

The photos, which were obtained 
by The Anderson News but deter-
mined too gruesome to print, 
showed the puppy’s charred 
remains after it was dug up.

Anderson County animal control 
office Jason Chesser retrieved the 
dogs remains, writing in a report 
that “it’s head fell off” when he 
tried to pick it up.

Dearinger

Mayor’s vote kills unified government
By Meaghan Downs 

Staff writer 

Mayor Edwinna Baker 
cited a lack of city and 
county unity and funding 
concerns as the reasons 
for her tie-breaking vote 
to kill the first reading of 
the city’s unification ordi-
nance.

The city council split 
3-3 at its Jan. 9 meeting on 
approving its ordinance, 
which would authorize the 
mayor to form a 20-mem-
ber body to study the issue 
of unification. 

Both the city council 
and fiscal court approved a 
measure back in August to 

authorize their respective 
attorneys to draft ordi-
nances regarding the pos-
sibility of government uni-
fication. These ordinances, 
according to previous 
reports, would establish a 
joint commission to study 
the question of unified 

Baker

Alleged
crime

syndicate
busted

Mom-daughter duo 
charged for stealing 

Xbox controllers
By Ben Carlson
General Manager

It isn’t what legendary 
mobster Al Capone might 
have done to earn his 
reputation in organized 
crime, but four people 
have been charged with 
operating a criminal syn-
dicate in Lawrenceburg.

A mom, her daugh-
ter and two others were 
charged last month in 
a scheme to swipe Xbox 
game controllers at the 
Game Stop store in US 127 
Bypass. Monica Smith, 
her daughter Oquala 
Smith, Johntez Smith and 
Roberto Middlebrook 
were each arrested Dec. 2.

See KILLS, Page A2
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First Sgt. John Black and his daughter Taylor share a hug last Tuesday as he prepared 
to be deployed to Afghanistan.

Saying goodbye, again
See SYNDICATE, Page A2

Local soldiers prepare for yet another deployment to Middle East
By Meaghan Downs | Staff writer 

Jackie Black has sent her husband off to war once before. 
“We had four days’ notice, and then he left,” Jackie said 

of her husband First Sgt. John Black’s sudden deployment 
to Iraq with the National Guard in 2004. 

Last Tuesday afternoon Jackie and her daughter Taylor, 
14, were able to send John off for his second deployment, this 
time to Afghanistan, during a departure ceremony for the 
Agribusiness Development Team #4.

Jackie said she refers to the deployment process as a “jour-
ney.” 

 “You think you’re prepared for it, but when you actually 
get here, it’s a very emotional time,” Jackie said. 

See GOODBYE, Page A3

Front, from left are Andrew Sizemore, Dylan Sizemore; back row: Sgt. Bobby Sizemore, 
Carrie Sizemore, 1st Sgt. John Black, Jackie Black, Taylor Black, Brette Elliott, Gabe 
Elliott (standing in front of Brette), Ashley Elliott, Staff Sgt. Colby Elliott, Staff Sgt. 
Mark Arnold holding Dallas Arnold and Brandy Arnold.

Man police
say shot sister

enters plea
By Ben Carlson
General Manager

The man charged 
with shooting his sleep-

ing sister 
in the head 
pleaded 
not guilty 
Tuesday 
morning 
in Ander-
son Circuit 
Court.

Anthony 
Wideman, 

18, was indicted last 
month and charged with 
first-degree assault and 
tampering with physical 
evidence stemming from 
the shooting last year of 
his sister, Shawnna Wide-
man.

Anthony Wideman 
appeared in prison garb 

Wideman

See PLEA, Page A2

See ‘DOOBIE’, Page A2

Phony pot, bath salts
vote set for Tuesday

Judge-executive says opponents will speak out
By Ben Carlson
General Manager

Those who think syn-
thetic marijuana and bath 
salts should 
remain legal 
in Ander-
son County 
will have a 
chance to 
say so next 
Tuesday 
night.

That’s 
when the 
Anderson County Fis-
cal Court is expected to 
approve a ban on the sale 
and possession of those 
substances, and future 
variations of them, into 
law following the second 
of two public hearings.

A workshop is sched-
uled for 6 p.m., followed 
by the court’s regular 
meeting at 7. Both are 
open to the public.

Judge-Executive John 
Wayne Conway said he 
has had plenty of phone 

ER doctor weighs in
News websites across the country 

are loaded with articles relating 
to deaths attributed to synthetic 
marijuana and bath salts due to 
the potency of both substances.

In a phone interview Monday 
morning, Dr. Gina Wilkins, 
medical director for the emer-
gency room at Frankfort Regional 
Medical Center, said they present 
growing, dangerous problem.

“We have had multiple cases of 
this every week, especially in the 
Frankfort and Anderson areas,” 
Wilkins said.

“People don’t realize how power-
ful these substances can be. 
They think if they buy it at a 
convenience store, it can’t be 
potentially fatal, but it is.”

Wilkins said those admitted after 
using the substances are given 
“supportive care” and IV fluids 
and are typically admitted into 
intensive care until the drugs 
were off, which can take up to 
24 hours. She said the long-term 
effects are being studied and 
likely include depression, anxiety 
and addiction.

See VOTE, Page A2

Conway


