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 Our Readers Write

Beshear may succeed with casinos and tax reform
Gov. Steve Beshear has a rea-

sonable shot at leaving two big 
legacies in his rare two-term gov-
ernorship; racetrack casinos to 
preserve the state’s horse indus-
try and keep gambling dollars at 
home, and reforming the tax code 
to preserve the state’s ability to in-
vest in its future.

The fi rst is a necessary evil, 
the second is a devilish necessity, 
and both are in danger of getting 
into trouble before they really get 
started.

Beshear has a casino bill, one 
that will probably allow one or two 
non-racetrack casinos with local 
voter approval, but he’s keeping it 
under wraps until Franklin Circuit 
Judge Phillip Shepherd rules on 
the constitutionality of the district 
lines the legislature drew for itself 
last month.

The general expectation is that 
Shepherd will reject the redis-
tricting plans, probably sending 
the question to the state Supreme 
Court and further extending the 
fi ling deadline for legislative seats, 
which he did with a restraining or-
der last week. 

Beshear had hoped to trot the 
bill out soon after the fi ling dead-
line, which was supposed to be 
last Tuesday. Legislators want to 
be sure what district they’re run-
ning in, and what opposition they 
have, before they sign on to even 
potentially controversial legisla-
tion. But if the deadline is ex-
tended again, Beshear will have 
to go ahead with the bill, because 
legislative time is beginning to run 
short.

Redistricting “complicates the 
gaming issue” going forward, 
Beshear acknowledged. “Every-
body wants to get a fi ling deadline 
behind them.”

On the plus side, the governor 
said, “We don’t need to educate a 
lot of people on the issue of ex-
panded gambling because it has 

been discussed for almost 20 years.”
A poll taken for Churchill Downs 

and Keeneland in December found 
that 69 percent of registered Ken-
tucky voters strongly favor putting a 
casino amendment on the ballot, and 
another 18 percent said they some-
what favored a vote.  

Despite those numbers, the 
amendment still faces the opposi-
tion of Senate President David Wil-
liams, whom Beshear said last week 
was intimidating and threatening 
fellow Republicans. Williams de-
nied it. Williams’ favorite campaign 
platform plank was a commission to 
draft a tax-reform plan. Beshear said 
last fall that the state shouldn’t raise 
taxes on anyone until the economy 
improved; now he wants a commis-
sion, but one that would only rec-
ommend a reform plan. Part of the 
reason for state tax reform is to gen-
erate economic growth that would 
produce more tax revenue, and cities 
and counties’ limited tax portfolios 
probably inhibit growth. The state 
constitution doesn’t allow them to 
levy local sales taxes, but does al-
low occupational taxes. That taxes 
income, which economic developers 

say scares off some entrepreneurs. 
A constitutional change could allow 
a more balanced local-tax approach 
and to be politically acceptable it 
could make local sales taxes subject 
to voter approval.

 Beshear says the commission will 
be chaired by Lt. Gov. Jerry Abram-
son and will use economists as well 
as accountants and tax lawyers, and 
will have “broad representation from 
across the commonwealth.” But it 
appears the commission will have 
no economists. That sounds too 
much like a politically correct group 
that will lack the expert knowledge 
needed to decide what tax policies to 
endorse. At least one person who has 
been told to expect appointment to 
the commission (and spoke to me on 
condition of anonymity) has no back-
ground in tax policy, so he called an 
economist to get some fast schooling 
in the subject.  The commission needs 
members who teach about taxes and 
do research on them rather than just 
folks who need to bone up.

            Al Cross is Director of the 
  Institute for Rural Journalism 

at The University of Kentucky. His 
e-mail address is al.cross@uky.edu

Terry Combs-Caldwell, Offi ce Manager

Bobbie Hendrix, Assistant Manager

Mark Gray, Sports Reporter

Mike Dickerson, News Reporter

Up a tree on one leg
A Great Blue Heron stands on one leg and watches over the river fr om his vantage point 

high in a dead tree. Herons like this one are the largest water birds to call Gallatin County 
home. Photo by Kelley Warnick

Dear Editor:
On behalf of the Gal-

latin County Board of 
Education, I express our 
sincere appreciation for 
the 15 years of dedicated 
service that Mrs. Anita 
McFarland has performed 
as a school board member 
in our community.

Mrs. McFarland has 
served tirelessly for the 
children in the Gallatin 
County schools. She has 
seen many changes and 
challenges during this 
time of community ser-
vice. Her perspective on 
important board issues 
will be missed as she 
has chosen to resign her 
school board position. 

We may have lost a 
board member, but Mrs. 
McFarland is still a sup-
porter of education and an 
advocate for learning.

We live in challeng-
ing times with rapid and 
sweeping changes to the 
educational system in 
Kentucky. SB1-Unbridled 
Learning is bringing new 
requirements to assess-
ment and more rigorous 
course work at a time 
when we are experiencing 
dwindling resources and 
higher standards and ex-
pectations. We are work-
ing to get all students col-
lege and career ready and 
meeting the ACT bench-
marks.

Where do we go from 
here? By Kentucky law 
and board policy (KRS 
160.190, Board Policy 
01.3), any vacancy on 
the Board shall be fi lled 
by the Commissioner of 
Education within ninety 
(90) days after the va-
cancy occurs. The mem-
bers so chosen shall meet 

the eligibility require-
ments as established by 
KRS 160.180 and shall 
hold offi ce until a suc-
cessor is elected and has 
qualifi ed. The Board may 
make nominations and 
any person may nomi-
nate himself/herself or 
another for the offi ce. 
Any vacancy having an 
unexpired term of one 
(1) year or more shall be 
fi lled for the unexpired 
term by an election to be 
held at the next regular 
November election after 
the vacancy occurs. The 
elected member shall 
succeed the member cho-
sen by the Commissioner 
of Education to fi ll the 
vacancy.

On our district web 
site, anyone interested in 
becoming a school board 
member can fi nd a link to 
a document titled “What 
Every School Board Can-
didate Should Know.” 
Please visit www.gal-
latin.kyschools.us, click 
on Board of Education, 
and scroll to the bottom 
of that page on the right 
hand side to fi nd the link 
to this information.

There are many chal-
lenges ahead and we are 
seeking a quality school 
board member who un-
derstands that we are pre-
paring children for their 
future and not our past.

Thank you, Mrs. Mc-
Farland, for your service 
to the Gallatin County 
schools and our children.

Working To Get All 
Students College, Career 
and Life Ready,

Dorothy B. Perkins,
Superintendent

Gallatin County 
School System

Anita McFarland has 
served schools well

‘This and That’ hit mark 
on drug testing issue
Dear Editor:

I had to let you 
know that last week’s 
“This and That” column 
on drug testing was one of 
the best you have written. 

It was serious, funny 
and true. I have been 
on and off welfare over 
the years and right now, 
(thank the Lord), I am off. 
But you hit the mark when 
you stated that the rich, 

candidates for whatever 
position and executives 
should be included. 

It was a great article, 
but then again, maybe I 
should be drug tested for 
writing this.

Just kidding! Keep up 
the good work. A lot of 
people enjoy “This and 
That”. 

Rosie Smith
Warsaw, Ky.

Mike Keefe, The Denver Post


