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In 1774, James Harrod constructed 
the first permanent settlement in 
Kentucky at Fort Harrod. 
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One more charged in pill pipeline
Investigation led to alleged ringleader’s ex-girlfriend several different times

Installation 
services, 
dinner 
Saturday

First Corinthian Baptist 
Church invites the public to 
installation services for Rev. 
Leslie W Whitlock at First 
United Methodist Church, 
211 Washington St., Saturday 
at 4 p.m.

Dinner will follow.

First lady 
Beshear 
applauded 
by fi rst lady 
Obama

First lady Jane Beshear’s 
continued work with Ken-
tucky military families was 
recognized as an example 
of a successful government 
partnership during an event 
with First lady Michelle 
Obama Wednesday at the 
Pentagon. 

First lady Obama, joined 
by Dr. Jill Biden, Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta and 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, General Martin 
Dempsey, unveiled a report 
detailing the challenges fac-
ing military families regard-
ing employment.  Beshear al-
so met privately with the First 
lady after the event to discuss 
ways Kentucky is seeking to 
assist military families in 
employment, education and 
adoption support.

“I was honored that the 
fi rst lady and Secretary Pa-
netta mentioned Kentucky’s 
efforts in their comments 
today, as we have certainly 
made military families a pri-
ority,” said Beshear.  

“We owe a great debt not 
just to our service members, 
but also to the families that 
support them, and we will 
continue to do everything 
we can to improve their ac-
cess to education and em-
ployment.”

Eleven states, including 
Kentucky, have enacted leg-
islation that supports por-
tability for military spouses 
with occupational licenses.  
Thirteen others have legisla-
tion pending.

Last fall, Beshear con-
vened the nation’s fi rst Mil-
itary Spouse Task Team, 
which identifies issues im-
portant to military families, 
recommends solutions, and 
educates military families 
about resources available to 
them in Kentucky. 

INDICTMENTS

BY KAYLEIGH ZYSKOWSKI
KZYSKOWSKI@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Neil Clark’s ex-girlfriend 
has been charged with en-
gaging in organized crime 
as the investigation into a 
Florida-to-Frankfort pre-
scription pill pipeline con-
tinues, a prosecutor says. 

Offi cials have connect-
ed 37-year-old Mona Lisa 
Maupin to the 24 suspects 
indicted in October after 
investigation interviews 
led to her name on several 
different occasions, Com-
monwealth’s Attorney Lar-
ry Cleveland said.

Clark, 36, of 1112 Mav-
erick Trail, allegedly ran 
the operation behind the 
scenes, while mid-level 
management, or “foremen,” 

traveled to Florida with 
the larger group to handle 
money and ensure pain pill 
prescriptions were filled 
to bring back to Franklin 
County to sell.

Clark and Henry Earl 
Penn, 47, of Frankfort, were 
indicted locally and in U.S. 
District Court for conspir-
acy connected to the pill 
pipeline operation.

Maupin, of 241 Manley 
Leestown Lane, “admitted 
she obtained a Florida ID 
and she obtained airplane 
tickets for several of the 
participants of the ‘enter-
prise’ for them to go to doc-
tor’s appointments under 
the direction of Neil Clark,” 
Cleveland said. 

Maupin used her credit 
card to buy the tickets and 

Clark later reimbursed her, 
Cleveland said. 

“She had also gone to 
Florida on occasion for 
Neil Clark to obtain pre-
scription drugs which she 
brought back and gave to 
Neil Clark,” he said.

“The investigation is 
expanding by (Maupin’s) 
name, and it may expand 
by other names later.”  

Also indicted by the 
Franklin County grand 
jury Wednesday were the 
suspects connected to last 
week’s home invasion at 
Crystalbrook Apartments, 
1310 Louisville Road.

Frankfort Police charged 
Wil l iam Morrison, 28, 
Donald Palmer, 37, Terry 
Scruggs, 22, and Coyie Hel-
lard, 26, for the gunpoint 

robbery.
According to police, on 

Feb. 8, men entered the 
apartment of Jeremiah Ha-
zlett, held Hazlett and two 
guests at gunpoint while 
demanding money and 
fl ed with an undetermined 
amount of cash.

“Morrison entered the 
home armed with a fi rearm 
(and was) accompanied by 
Palmer,” Cleveland said.

Scruggs allegedly ac-
companied them to the 
apartments, but stayed out-
side. 

“Hellard is the grinning 
driver – he drove the car 
transporting them there,” 
Cleveland said.

Morrison was charged 
with robbery and burglary. 
Palmer, Scruggs and Hel-

lard were charged with 
complicity to burglary and 
complicity to robbery.

Michael Shearer, a 48-
year-old convicted sex of-
fender, was indicted for 
third-degree sodomy and 
failure to comply with sex 
offender registration.

“He’s required to regis-
ter as a sex offender for a 
period of 20 years,” Cleve-
land said. “He’s not cur-
rently registered, and he’s 
been in a couple different 
states and not registered 
anywhere he’s gone.”

Shearer has lived in 
Oklahoma and Michigan 
since being convicted in 
Franklin County in 2003, 
Cleveland said.
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Jim LeFevre, District 1 chief road engineer for the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet, far left, talks with Gov. Steve Beshear as they walk away from the 

Eggner’s Ferry Bridge over Kentucky Lake between Aurora and Fenton, Ky., Wednesday. Beshear visited the area for the fi rst time since the MV Delta 

Mariner crashed into the bridge, removing a span of more than 300 feet.

Hoping to bridge the gap

BY BRUCE SCHREINER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

LEXINGTON, Ky. (AP) — 
Kentucky Downs won ap-
proval Wednesday to boost 
its stakes in a game based on 
past horse races that’s get-
ting credit for a surge in wa-
gering and attendance at the 
track and simulcast facility 
in southern Kentucky.

The Kentucky Horse Rac-
ing Commission gave its OK 
for the track at Franklin near 
the Tennessee border to add 
75 more “instant racing” 
machines, which resemble 
casino-style slot machines.

The track debuted the 
game in September with 200 
machines. Total wagering on 
the old horse races surpassed 
$40 million through the end 
of January. About three-
quarters of instant racing 
players are from Tennessee, 
said Kentucky Downs Presi-
dent Corey Johnsen.

“The results have better 

than I expected,” Johnsen 
said afterward. “It creates 
additional purse money, it 
creates additional cash fl ow 
for the track and then it also 
creates a substantial amount 
of state pari-mutuel tax. So 
it’s kind of a win-win-win 
situation.”

The track kept about $2.86 
million of the wagers, part of 
which will boost purses for 
its short live-racing season 
in September. The state col-
lected $603,730, with about 
half going to improve purses 
and support horse breeding. 
Nearly $141,000 went to the 
state General Fund.

A lawsuit by the Fam-
ily Foundation to ban the 
games is still pending in the 
Kentucky Court of Appeals. 
Opponents say the game 
is nothing more than a slot 
machine and thus illegal in 
Kentucky.

The instant racing expan-
sion comes as Kentucky law-

makers consider a proposal 
to allow more types of gam-
bling at race tracks.

Gov. Steve Beshear has 
proposed amending Ken-
tucky’s Constitution to allow 
up to seven casinos to open 
in the state, most of them 
at horse tracks. Similar pro-
posals to expand gambling 
opportunities in the state 
have never been able to get 
through the House and Sen-
ate.

In a state that prides itself 
as the “Horse Capital of the 
World,” the horse tracks say 
they need the revenue boost 
from casino-style gambling 
to compete with tracks in 
other states that supplement 
their prize money with other 
forms of gambling.

Johnsen projects instant 
racing wagers will top $100 
million in the fi rst 12 months 
the game is offered at Ken-
tucky Downs. He said it re-
fl ects the popularity of the 

game. The brightly lit ma-
chines have spinning icons 
and show the fi nal seconds 
of old, actual horse races.

“They like the product, 
they like instant racing,” he 
said.

The track’s average daily 
attendance is up more than 
500 since instant racing be-
gan, he said. The game also is 
credited with a turnaround 
in simulcast wagering at the 
track. Before instant rac-
ing began, simulcast wager-
ing at Kentucky Downs was 
down 13 percent. Now, it’s 
surged ahead 8 percent from 
a year ago, Johnsen said.

Also, the track expects its 
purses to exceed $2 million 
for its six days of live racing 
this coming September. Last 
year, the track offered purs-
es of $770,000 for four days 
of live racing.

Johnsen said the high-
er purses are due to instant 
racing revenue.

The upswing in business 
could have Kentucky Downs 
on a path to post an over-
all profi t for the fi rst time in 
years, he said. And much of 
the money is fl owing in from 
Tennessee

Kentucky Downs plans to 
add the additional instant 
racing machines in two 
phases. Twenty additional 
terminals will start operat-
ing right away, Johnsen said. 
The other 55 will be installed 
as soon as they arrive.

The track has enough 
space to add even more, but 
it would have to expand sur-
veillance systems if it goes 
beyond 275 machines.

Meanwhile, Ellis Park at 
Henderson expects to have 
252 instant racing machines 
installed in April, said Rob-
ert Jackson, director of op-
erations for the western 
Kentucky track. The track 
is remodeling its clubhouse 
building where the ma-

chines will be placed.
The track expects the ad-

ditional revenue from in-
stant racing will enable its 
purses to rise at least 30 per-
cent for its live racing this 
summer, Jackson said in an 
interview. It hopes purses 
will rise even more in 2013.

The higher purses will put 
Ellis Park in a better posi-
tion to compete with tracks 
backed by casino-style gam-
bling, he said.

In other action, the horse 
racing commission gave 
its blessing for Churchill 
Downs Inc. to double its 
minority ownership stake 
in Kentucky Downs to 10 
percent. Churchill Downs, 
whose properties include its 
namesake track in Louisville 
that’s home to the Kentucky 
Derby, told the commission 
last month it had an agree-
ment to buy Bluegrass Hall 
LLC’s 5 percent interest in 
Kentucky Downs.

Track gets nod to add more instant racing machines


