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What Another Editor Says
Concerning Financial Statement

We submit the following editorial for
your consideration as a reprint from the
Russellville News-Democr- at because we be-

lieve that this is an excellent approach to the
ever-recurri- ng problem of financial publica-
tion. The editorial takes a stand that should
have excellent effect on the officials who are
responsible for financial publication.

This editorial is most important to every
taxpayer who reads the News-Democr- at and
who, quite rightfully, wants to know where
his or her money is being spent, in what
sums, and for what reasons. And equally,
it should be most important to and thought-
fully considered by our public servants, for
it is an inherent obligation that once a year
they shall publish a true and detailed account
of every dollar they have spent of our money.

The weeks are drifting along toward
the closing days of the 1952 fiscal year, as the
expenditures and disbursements of that parti-
cular year relate to the affairs of the county
treasurer's office, the county school board,
the city school board and the treasurer of the
City of Russellville.

The revised statutes of "Kentucky very
clearly define what a detailed financial state-
ment is and how it should be prepared. Those
statutes do not say or imply that officials pub
lishing uch statements may coyly lump
sources of income and disbursements into
bulk details.

Instead, the intent of the law indeed is
clear and 'one of its primary purposes is to
keep the taxpayer, the man or woman who
foots the bill, from being either hoodwinked
or' taken for a buggy ride by dishonest office-

holders.
The words of that law are a plainly

written mandate that city treasurers, city
school boards, county treasurers, city school
boards, county treasurers, county school
boards and all others holding public funds
SHATJ. LIST IN DETAIL all items of ex-

penditures.
The law is weak in only one instance. It

does not require the amounts of salaries or
wages paid to teachers, janitors, jailers,

stenographers, deputies, or even officials, to

be broken down, individually. It should. Un-

fortunately it does not.
But fundamentally it is a good law and

it has been a weapon against any possible
corruption in the cities, counties and even
the state of Kentucky itself. That law is to
circumvent dishonest men from making a
blanket and vague report of where our
money the taxpayer's money had been
spent, squandered or misused.

The law also protects The News-Democr- at

and other Kentucky newspapers, large
or small, from being compelled to become a
party to illegally publishing any annual
statement which evades making a detailed
and true expenditure of school boards and
those of city and county treasurers.

Now, in explanation, some confusion has
arisen over this existing law which, to those
unacquainted with it, comes under Section
61.290 of the Kentucky Revised Statutes. At
the last session of the Legislature certain
interests, or persons, made an effort to modify
or take "the teeth" out of it, but those efforts

Kentucky News Brief
Kentucky's treasury has

$167,638,000 in fund invest-
ments at the end of the 1951-5- 2

fiscal year and had, in addi-

tion, $52,800,000 in cash, State
Treasurer Pearl Runyon re-

ported. The largest item in
trust was $135,378,885 held by
the United States Treasury for
the State's Unemployment In-

surance Fund. The Teacher
Retirement Fund was next
with $22,300.00.

A need for stenographers,
typists and prison guards was
voiced by the Division of
Personnel. The stenographers
and typists are needed for
Frankfort offices, and the
guards are needed for the
State Penitentiary at Eddy-vill- e.

Applicants were asked
4o contact the Recruitment
Section, Division of Person-
nel, Frankfort.

The Secretary of State's
office sent official notices to
all county court clerks that it
would not be necessary to
print ballots for the Senatorial
seat held by Senator Tom
Underwood, in view of the
withdrawl of Underwood's
primary the Rev.
James L. Delk, Hopkinsville.

area.

failed. And, not being sure of just what did
finally happen to the attack on the law
several officials, including our own Miss
Virginia Edwards, county treasurer of Logan,
wrote the Attorney General inquiring
whether any revisions or modifications had,
in fact, been made in this particular section
of the statutes.

They were advised by the attorney gen-

eral's office that no changes had been made.
The law remains as it was- -

The city of Russellville and Logan Coun-
ty are fortunate in possessing treasurers and
school boards who individually and collect-
ively reflect character and integrity that are
unimpeachable and beyond reproach. In
fact, the News-Democr- has been informed
by Miss Edwards that as county treasurer
she will comply with the present law and
make a minute and detailed financial state-
ment of the year's income and disburse
ments of her office and that members of the
county school board will do the same thing.

And that is as it should be. Nerdier
honest officials nor honest boards can ad-

vance any logical cause for failing to tell the
taxpayer, down to the last detailed cent,
where his money has been spent during the
last twelve months. Not to recognize and
honor the intent and purpose of the law is to
cast reflection upon oneself, one's board, or
one's department of disbursements or it
so seems to us. in common reasoning and
with a direct and deep responsibility to the
taxpayers who read this newspaper.

But just to keep the rucord straight, let
us come to the burden of what is honesty to
neighbor, friend and taxpayer should not be-

come an issue, or arouse controversy here.
If now, if within a few weeks or, if

ever in the future so long as the present law
exists the News-Democr- is asked to
publish an illegal, summarized financial re-

port of disbursements, it shall refuse to do so.
The News-Democr- at will not be a party

to aiding and abetting an evasion of a law
that was placed on the books to protect the
taxpayer, as in a more serious circumstance
it would not protect a criminal or wrong-doe- r

from arrest.
The law says officials who are spending

tax money must publish those detailed finan-

cial in the newspapers of the
largest bona fide circulation. The News-Democr- at

has that largest circulatin in both
the city of Russellville and in Logan County.

The law says that officials who fail to
publish such detailed financial statements
shall be liable to fines of from $50 to $500- -

This paper, in turn, says it will not pub-

lish such illegal statements.
Under the common law any individual,

even the News-Democr-at should it decide to
do it, can sue any official who fails to make
such'a detailed accounting to as a

whole.
If such evasions ever are attempted, we

are just saying in a friendly way that those
making the evasions will be juggling the hot
potato not us.

The News-Democr- at hopes it has made
itself unrokably cleer.

In

opponent

statements

taxpayers

The Kentucky Public Serv-

ice Commission denied the re-

quest of the Hickman-Fulto- n

Rural Telephone ve

Corporation to set up a tele-

phone service in Clinton and
expand services in rural Ful-

ton and Hickman counties
and, instead, authorized priva-

tely-owned Southern Bell
Telephone Company to pro-

ceed with plans to serve the

The fifth rate increase
sought by Southern Bell Tele-

phone and Telegraph Com-

pany before the Public Serv-

ice Commission since 1946 was
asked in a petition which

seeks an added $2,582,000 in
annual revenues from tele-

phone customers. Hearings
will start August 19 on the
plea.

A bell used half a century
ago with which to convene
the Kentucky Legislature was
returned to the State this
week from an Ohioan whose
father bought it in 1909 at an
auction of $1. The bell will'
be placed in the Kentucky
Historical Society.

Subscribe to The Eagle Only
M.00 per year.

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Davis
of Dunham were callers at
The Eagle office on Saturday,
having the Eagle sent their
way for a year.
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FARM NOTES
by Robert H. Fike

ATTENTION ! - ! Green
Pasture Entrants;

August being Green Pasture
month we should start giving
more attention to our pastures
A day of pasture meetings is
planned for Tuesday, August
5th. The first meeting plan-
ned is to be at the well known
Home Place in Perry County
On this farm an excellent
chance will be had to notice
the outstanding progress made
with green pastures. Farmers
from this county and other
counties are being invited to
drop in at the Home Place for
this event.

From the Home place the
group will proceed to the
Quicksand Experiment Sta-
tion for a tour of pasture land
at Quicksand, Ky., in Breathitt
County. The County Agent
will be glad to take a car load
and will leave Whitesburg at
8:45 a. m. (CST). Anyone de--

Office of Collector of Internal
Revenue, Louisville, Ky., July
25, 1952. The following described
real property seized from Robert
Bakelr, Whitesburg, Ky. under
warrants for distraint for non-
payment of taxes assessed will
be sold as provided under Sec-

tion 3701 I. R. ,C. at public auc-
tion to be held on Friday, August
15, 1952, at 10:00 a. m., at the
Internal Revenue Office, base-
ment of Post Office Building,
Whitesburg, Ky.: Lying and be-
ing on Pert Creek, Letcher Coun-
ty, Kentucky. Beginning at a
corner of Dewey Pollys to a
straight line to the top of the
hill at a corner of Dewey Pollys.
Thence up the spur to a tele-
phone pole thence to a chestnut
oak and a stump about 20 feet
high, then to a chestnut oak
stump, thence about 30 feet to a
marked stone, thence with the
road to a bunch of elm sprouts,
thence down a drean about 30
feet, thence around the hill
opposite the butt of the spur,
thence down the spur as it di-
vides to the corner near a beech
tree at the school house. Thence
with the present road to the be-
ginning. Containing about 20
acres more or less. Being the
same land conveyed by Chas
Hogg and Lina Hogg, his wife,
to hod saKer ty deed and re
corded in Deed Book 122, page
183. records of the Letcher Court
Clerk's office, Whitesburg, Ky.,
a. rc ijienn. couector.

The

Please find ($2-0- 0 for six months)
far The Mountain Eagle.

Sincerely

siring to go for events
should contact the agent in
order that we may all go

The Annual Field Day
which Iwill wind-u- p at the
Quicksand Experiment Sta
tion is sponsored by the Ken
tucky Bankers Association
who are furnishing noon-da-y

lunch.

Due For
Cpl Elmer D. Peterson, son

of Mr. and Mrs. Isaac
Fleming, recently left

the 382nd General Hospital in
Japan to return to the U. S.
on rotation.

Cpl. had been an
in the troop information

and education section of the
hospital, a unit of the Japan
Southwestern Command- -

Before entering the Army
in 1940. Peterson, a graduate
of Fleming High work-
ed as a free lance sign paint
er.

Royal Crown
Bottling Company
Whitesburg, Ky.

Rebuilt Pianos
A--l Condition Reasonably Priced

Large Variety to select From
SHEET MUSIC

Luggage and Billfolds, Greeting Cards, Band Instru-
ments and Supplies Harmonicas, "Juise" Harps,
Banjos, Guitars, Ukuleles, Violins, Accordions, Mando-

lins, Saxaphones,, Cornets, Drums, Clarinets.
Gifts and Novelties Complete Stock of Records

Catering to All Your Music Needs.

Whitaker Music Shop
Phone 509 East Jenkins, Ky.

(Sundays by Appointment)

YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN THE EVER-INCREASIN- G

LIST OF EAGLE SUBSCRIBERS. CLIP
AND MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY:

Subscription Blank To The Mountain Eagle

Mountain Eagle,
Whitesburg, Ky.

enclosed
subscription to

Date

($3.00 for one year) price

yours,

Signed:

these

Rotation

Peter-
son,

Peterson
artist

School,

IB!

Pay by check and you pay conveniently
Sand in safety . . . your check becomes
5 your receipt. Open an account with us

today. Takes only a few minutes . . .

S saves you hours of time. Budgeting be--

comes simpler too- - Come in now.

r

Ml
Member Federal Deposit

EM
Insurance Corporation.

WHITESBURG, KENTUCKY

DR. L. N. PEARLMAN
-- OPTOMETRIST

Evf -' ' ' Glasses Fitted

Above Major's Stce Phone 65

HAZARD, KENTUCKY

ilNTAWI m k .1111 I

insure now ... to be sure!
Adequate fire insurance to protect your home,
your business and your possessions is more
important than ever today when values are
greater . . . and hazards are greater. We sug-
gest that your property values be checked for
adequate protection to fit your particular needs.
We'll be glad to advise you without obligating
you in the least.

Letcher Insurance
Agency

Whitesburg. Ky.

Btpwimg STANDARD ACCIDENT INSURANCE CO. PLANET INSURANCE CO.

OUR SERVICE PLEDGE
To merit your lasting friendship to merit your lasting

goodwill we operate our service business in
accordance with the following principles:

WE Wl'LL accurately diagnose to the best of our
ability the repairs needed on your car. 1

you request it, we will give you in advance
our analysis of the work to be done.

WE WILL write up your order clearly; completely and
legibly; and secure your authorization to
do the work before starting.

WE WILL notify you in advance of any additional toork
we think should be done, and secure your
approval before proceeding.

WE WILL perform all the work on your car as effi-
ciently and as economically as possible.
We will replace only those parts which in
our judgement need replacing.

WE WILL road-te- st your car after the work is done
and before we return the car to you, if the
nature 'of the work requires it.

WE WILL endeavor to have your car ready on time-I- f

the work takes longer than we estimate,
we will advise you as far in advance as
possible.

WE WILL provide you with an itemized bill showing
exactly what work was done and exactly
what it cost. We unll gladly explain any
item or items that tre not clear to you.

KYVA MOTOR CO., Inc.
Whitesburg, Kentucky


