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The report notes that 85 
percent of the trees planted 
in Lexington parks and along 

roads have 
been heavily 
damaged by 
poor planting 
or mainte-
nance. City 
government 
employs good 
arborists, 
Kimmerer 

said, but there is no unified 
urban forest management 
plan, system or structure.

After Kimmerer sent a 
copy of his report to Mayor 
Jim Gray last month, city 
officials responded quickly to 
make changes.

“I think what he did was 
terrific; it gives you an ah-ha 
moment,” said Jerry Han-
cock, director of Parks & 
Recreation. “We’re hopeful we 
can immediately and greatly 
reduce the amount of damage 
being done.”

But this is not just a gov-
ernment problem. Kimmerer 
said homeowners, developers 
and commercial property 
managers often know little 
about planting and caring for 
trees. (Among the exceptions, 
he said, is Hamburg Pavilion 
shopping center, which is do-
ing an excellent job.)

Kimmerer said urban and 
suburban Lexington should 
have about 50 percent tree 
canopy cover. But it is now 
only about 20 percent after 
a decade that included two 
major ice storms and several 
droughts.

Insects and disease have 
killed pin oaks and are now 
killing ash trees. Both will 
soon disappear, just as once-
plentiful elms and chestnuts 
did early in the last century.

Within many of our 
lifetimes, a rapidly warming 
climate will cause once-plenti-
ful species — including sugar 
maple and yellow poplar, the 
state tree — to disappear 
from Kentucky.

“We need to be plant-
ing a mix of what does well 
now and what we expect to 
do well in a warmer, more 
drought-prone city, ” Kim-
merer said. He added that a 
healthy urban tree canopy is 
not just about beauty; it sig-
nificantly reduces the effects 

of hotter summers.
We can control Lexing-

ton’s biggest tree problems 
at little cost, Kimmerer said. 
On a beautiful frosty morn-
ing last week, he took me 
around town to see examples. 
We went to parks, neighbor-
hoods, shopping centers and 
road medians. The issues 
were similar:

■ Trees planted in poor 
or compacted soil. This was 
especially true in road me-
dians and shopping centers, 
but also in subdivisions built 
after the 1960s. That was 
when developers started 
doing a lot of grading with 
heavy equipment, which bur-
ies rich topsoil and compacts 
the ground.

■ Expensive trees planted, 
then not watered regularly. 
Kimmerer also pointed out 
“mulch volcanoes” around 
tree trunks. A little mulch is 
good; too much is deadly.

■ The biggest problem is 
mower damage to young tree 
trunks, which splits bark and 
dramatically shortens tree life. 
Plastic tree guards don’t help 
much. “I call them mower 
magnets,” Kimmerer said.

Tree damage was espe-
cially apparent in parks. 
Mowing contractors’ low-bid 
work gives them incentive to 
mow as quickly as possible 
with big equipment, and 
damage often goes unnoticed. 
More contractor supervision 
and accountability would 
help, Kimmerer said, but so 

would changing our mowing 
philosophy.

As with streams, trees 
stay healthier without close 
mowing. Wide, shallow mulch 
circles can help keep mowing 
machines away. But so can 
simply allowing a little tall 
grass around tree trunks, es-
pecially in places where trees 
are planted close together.

With tight city budgets, 
Lexington must raise the 
level of citizen awareness and 
engagement on tree issues, 
Kimmerer said. Neighbor-
hood groups and interested 
individuals could be trained 
to care for trees in their own 
yards, as well as to spot and 
report problems in their neigh-
borhoods and on public land.

“We need an urban forest 
management plan,” said Su-
san Bush, director of Lexing-
ton’s Division of Environmen-
tal Policy, adding that work 
on one has begun. “That’s at 
the root of some of the issues 
we’re dealing with.”

Bush also liked the idea 
of more citizen involvement, 
and she has already begun 
work on it. One effort will 
come next year with a city-
wide survey of street trees.

“I think he has some good 
ideas,” Bush said of Kimmer-
er. “I’m glad he was willing 
to help us.”

Tom Eblen: (859) 231-1415. Email: 
teblen@herald-leader.com. Twit-
ter: @tomeblen. Blog: tomeblen.
bloginky.com
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This young tree in Veterans Park has been repeatedly damaged 
by mowers and will live only a fraction of its natural life. 

TOM EBLEN | teblen@herald-leader.com

for Thayer because “he is a 
friend and I thought it would 
be good to have someone from 
Central Kentucky in leader-
ship in the state Senate.”

No one asked or directed 
him to lobby for Thayer, Barr 
said. “It had nothing to do 
with gambling,” Barr said. 
“Damon Thayer represents 
Toyota in the state Senate, 
and I will in Congress. We 
have mutual concerns.”

But Forgy, who is the 

brother of state Sen. Alice 
Forgy Kerr, R-Lexington, said 
Barr “has managed to put the 
governor’s pawn in as major-
ity floor leader of the Ken-
tucky Senate.

“Barr should not have 
gotten involved. It’s hard for 
anyone to believe that he did 
it just for Central Kentucky’s 
sake.” Alice Forgy Kerr could 
not be reached for comment 
Saturday.

Forgy, who supported 
Thayer’s opponent in the 
May primary election for 
the Senate district,  added, 
“If Kentucky winds up with 

nine gambling dens that take 
$800 million a year from the 
relatively poor people of this 
state, one of them should be 
named for Barr.”

Thayer dismissed Forgy’s 
comments as “ridiculous.” 

“I’m proud that Andy Barr, 
our next congressman, was 
willing to go to bat for me and 
Central Kentucky in the Sen-
ate leadership race,” he said.

Thayer said he was aware 
that Barr was making calls 
on his behalf but could not 
immediately recall if he had 
asked him to do so or if Barr 
had volunteered.

“Not everything that hap-
pens in Frankfort these days 
is because of gambling,” 
Thayer said. “Those who are 
obsessed with it — either for 
or against gambling — should 
understand that.”

Thayer said that since he 
now is in legislative leader-
ship, he will not sponsor a 
constitutional amendment on 
gambling in 2013 as he did 
this year, “but my position on 
the issue has not changed.”

Jack Brammer: (502) 227-1198. 
Twitter: @BGPolitics. Blog: blue-
grasspolitics.bloginky.com
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Besides eagerly anticipating 
being sworn into office Jan. 3 as 
Central Kentucky’s new member of 
the U.S. House of Representatives, 
Republican Andy Barr and his wife, 
Carol, are expecting their second 
child in late April or early May.

“We’re so blessed and excited,” 
said Barr, a Lexington lawyer.

The couple should learn their 
second child’s gender in a few 
weeks, Barr said. Their daughter, 
Eleanor, was born in April 2011.

To get ready for Congress, Barr, 
39, has been attending orientation 
sessions in Washington.

He earned the right to go to 
Washington Nov. 6 when he de-
feated 6th Congressional District 
Democratic incumbent Ben Chan-
dler of Woodford County. Chandler 
had held the seat since 2004. Barr 
narrowly lost to Chandler in 2010.

“The transition is going well,” 
Barr said. “I’m making good 
progress in interviewing candi-
dates for chief of staff. When that 
is resolved, my second hire will 
be district director, to be based in 
Kentucky, and then other staff.”

On Friday, Barr joined 69 other 
U.S. House freshmen in a lottery 

for office space.
He said his name was the 29th 

drawn, and he will get an office on 
the fourth floor of the Longworth 
Office Building, located south of 
the U.S. Capitol.

Before being sworn into office, 
Barr said, he will visit several of 
his district’s 19 counties “to thank 
people and talk about their needs.”

After being sworn in, he said, 
he will start his “accessibility initia-
tive” that will involve scheduling of-
fice hours in the district’s counties.

JACK BRAMMER
jbrammer@herald-leader.com

Congressman-elect preparing for life in Washington — and a new baby

John Lloyd Crigler, a start-
ing forward for the Univer-
sity of Kentucky’s Fiddlin’ Five 
1958 basketball championship 
team and a longtime educator 
in Scott County public schools, 
died Saturday at his George-
town home. He was 76.

“John Crigler was a very 
good supporter of athletics and 
a great fellow to be around. He 
was a friend,” said Joe B. Hall, 
who coached UK men’s basket-
ball from 1972 to 1985.

Hall said Mr. Crigler was 
active in Georgetown and re-
mained close to the Fiddlin’ 
Five team that was coached by 
the legendary Adolph Rupp.

The team’s nickname de-
rived from a musical anal-
ogy Rupp used to assess the 
team’s prospects. He noted 
that Kentucky faced a “Carn-
egie Hall schedule.”

“We’ve got fiddlers, that’s 
all,” Rupp said of his play-
ers. “They’re pretty good fid-
dlers, be right entertaining at 
a barn dance. But I’ll tell you, 
you need a violinist to play in 
Carnegie Hall. We don’t have 
any violinists.” In the 1958 
national championship game, 
UK beat Seattle and its star 
player, Elgin Baylor, 84-72.

The UK starters were 
Johnny Cox, Ed Beck, Vernon 
Hatton, Adrian Smith and the 
6-foot-3, 180-pound Crigler, 

a native of Hebron in Boone 
County. Mr. Crigler had 14 
points and 14 rebounds in the 
game.

Mr. Crigler “loved talking 
about his days as a player,” 
said his daughter Whitney 
Bowers Christopher. “Some 
of those guys on the team 
would get together over the 
years and have a blast.”

She said Mr. Crigler made 
it to one exhibition game 
of this year’s UK basketball 
team.

“He was so excited about 
going but later said that would 
be the only one he could make 
this year. We knew then that 

he was getting worse.”
Mr. Crigler was a teacher, 

coach and athletic director at 
Scott County High School for 
more than 40 years.

Scott County school board 
member Haley Conway said 
Mr. Crigler was “one of the 
most decent, caring persons 
you could ever meet. He was an 
icon in Scott County schools.”

The basketball floor at the 
old county high school, which 
now is a middle school, was 
named in honor of Mr. Cri-
gler, Haley noted.

“He still volunteered a lot 
for the schools. He will be 
sorely missed.”

At Scott County High 
School, Mr. Crigler “taught 
typing and economics, though 
he couldn’t type very well,” his 
daughter said with a laugh.

“He was the greatest dad 
and teacher. Every student 
knew him. Everyone loved 
him like a dad. He married my 
mom when I was 8. I couldn’t 
be more blessed. Our whole 
family feels that way.”

Mr. Crigler’s survivors in-
clude his wife of 28 years, Cece-
lia Gaines Crigler; three other 
children, Karyn Crigler Bryant, 
Matt Crigler and Ashley Smith; 
and a caregiver, William Ma-
son, who the family said was 
like a son to Mr. Crigler.

The family requested do-

nations to Hospice of the 
Bluegrass, 1317 Ky. 62 East, 
Cynthiana, Ky. 41031.

Visitation will be from 3 to 
8 p.m. Monday at Harmony 
Christian Church in George-
town. The funeral will be at 
11 a.m. Tuesday at the church, 
with private burial in George-
town Cemetery. Johnson’s Fu-
neral Home of Georgetown is 
in charge of arrangements.

Jack Brammer: (502) 227-1198. 
Twitter: @BGPolitics. Blog: blue-
grasspolitics.bloginky.com

Member of UK’s Fiddlin’ Five, longtime teacher dies
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Link to an online guest book.
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