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MUST CLICKS

Lexmark International’s decision 
earlier this year to shutter its inkjet 
printer operations and lay off 550 
Lexington  workers might have sur-
prised some, but it was mounting 
evidence of a business in transition.

For the past several years, the 
Lexington-based printer maker has 
been in the midst of changing strate-
gies and made five key acquisitions 
since 2010 designed to take the 
company further from its roots only 
in printers and more into computer 
software and services. 

It’s part of a trend of printer com-
panies working to make themselves 
invaluable to businesses by getting 
more involved in the flow of infor-
mation, regardless of whether it ever 
shows up on a printed page. 

For some of Lexington’s opera-
tions that have been rooted more in 
Lexmark’s past, it meant a painful 
contraction, but the company’s lead-
ers say  it’s a necessity to evolve and 
stay strong.

“Difficult decisions need to be 
made,” said executive vice president 
Marty Canning. “So we made the 
decision to walk away from the ink-
jet technology.”

A look back
Change has been a constant at 

Lexmark since it was spun off from 
IBM in 1991.

CEO Paul Rooke, who has worked 
for the company since it was a divi-
sion of “Big Blue ,” recalled how the 
majority of Lexmark’s first product 
line was dot-matrix printers.

“The technologies are going to 
ebb and flow,” he said, noting how 
the company expanded into a broad-
ened line of laser printers and then 
inkjet printers aimed at home con-
sumers.

The company had success with 
inkjet for an extended period as 
it created all-in-one home printers 
that offered scanning, copying and 
faxing functions. Demand soared 
for its cartridges, so much so that 
it expanded manufacturing in Lex-
ington and built plants in foreign 
countries. 

The company hasn’t manufac-
tured any products in Lexington 
since 2004. Instead, operations here 
have focused on continued research 

LAYOFFS, ACQUISITIONS 
INDICATE SHIFTING FOCUS

Lexmark 
in midst 
of major 
change     

By Scott Sloan
ssloan@herald-leader.com
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Yes, there were six children — the 
four boys, plus sisters Kathy (a school 
principal) and Maureen or “Reenie” (a 
nurse) — in the Ohio household of Ron 
and Evelyn “Dee Dee” Stoops.

It was a household consumed not just 
by children but by football, thanks to 
the father, Ron Sr., a longtime defensive 
coordinator at Cardinal Mooney High 

School in Youngstown, Ohio, up until 
his death in 1988.

“Mark was always tagging along, trying 
to keep up with his brothers,” said Ron Jr.

And now, in a way, he has caught 
them. Ron Stoops Jr., is 55 and an as-
sistant at Youngstown State. Bob Stoops 
is 52 and the head coach at Oklahoma, 
where he won a national title. Mike is 50 

and the former head coach at Arizona.
And now, at age, 45, Mark Stoops gets 

his shot, leaving his post as defensive co-
ordinator at Florida State to turn around 
a UK program coming off a 2-10 season.

“From the time Mark was a very 
young coach, you knew that this was 
a guy who would be a head coach one 
day,” said Kevin McKinney, sports 
information director at Wyoming when 
Stoops was an assistant there from 
1997-99. “Back then, we didn’t know all 
about the Stoops brothers and that they 
would go on to do what they’ve done.”

What else would they have done?
“We had to be coaches,” said Ron Jr., 

Mark Stoops, right, talked with one of his three older 
brothers, Oklahoma head coach Bob Stoops, before the 
Sooners beat Mark’s Florida State team 23-13 in 2011.
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Florida State defensive coordinator Mark Stoops was named head football coach at Kentucky on Tuesday, replacing the fired Joker Phillips. Stoops, who 
coached for the Seminoles in Saturday night’s ACC championship game, will be in Lexington on Sunday for a 3 p.m. introductory news conference
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Among the family, Mark Stoops, the youngest of the four 

Stoops coaching brothers, the one who is the new head football 

coach at the University of Kentucky, owns a distinction all his own. 

“He isn’t just the baby brother,” said his brother, Ron Jr. 

“Mark is known as the fun brother.”

That is depending on your idea of fun, of course.

“Mark is the one who will pour cold water down your back,” 

explained Ron. “He’s the one who will push you into the pool 

when you aren’t looking. He was probably the most enjoyable to 

be around, counting all five of his siblings.”

Live coverage Sunday: Follow Herald-Leader 
sports columnist John Clay on Twitter  
@johnclayiv during Mark Stoops’ introductory 
news conference at 3 p.m., and visit Kentucky.
com afterward for stories, photos and video.
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