
Not all overheated po-
litical rhetoric is alike.
Delusional right-wing crazy
talk — the kind of ranting
we’ve heard recently from
washed-up rock star Ted
Nugent and Tea Party-
backed Rep. Allen West
(R-Fla.) — is a special kind
of poison that cannot be
safely ignored.

Let me be clear: I’m
saying that the extreme lan-
guage we hear from the far
right is qualitatively dif-
ferent from the extreme
language we hear from the
far left — and far more
damaging to the ties that
bind us as a nation. Tut-
tutting that both sides
should tone it down is
meaningless. For all intents
and purposes, one side is
the problem.

Believe me, I would
prefer not to dignify the
ravings of Nugent or West
by commenting on them.
Nugent seems to be moti-
vated by paranoia; West,
perhaps by cynical calcu-
lation. It would be
satisfying to withhold the
attention they seek, but this
is not an option. The only
effective way to deal with
bullies is to confront them.

Nugent, who delivered
his foaming-at-the-mouth
peroration at a National
Rifle Association con-
vention, earned a visit from
the Secret Service with his
promise that “if Barack
Obama becomes the pres-
ident in November again, I
will either be dead or in jail
by this time next year.”

That might or might not

constitute an actual threat to
the president of the United
States. More chilling, to me,
was the way his audience of
gun enthusiasts applauded
in agreement as Nugent
compared the Obama ad-
ministration to a bunch of
“coyotes in your living
room” who deserve to be
shot. Nugent ended by ex-
horting his listeners: “We
are Braveheart. We need to
ride into that battlefield and
chop their heads off in No-
vember. Am I — any
questions?”

No, I think he made
himself quite clear.

Violent metaphors aside,
the nub of Nugent’s ar-
gument — and I use the
word advisedly — was this:
“If you can’t go home and
get everybody in your lives
to clean house in this vile,
evil, America-hating admin-
istration, I don’t even know
what you’re made of.”

Vile? Evil? America-
hating? Nugent doesn’t just
characterize those with dif-
ferent political views as
misguided or wrong. He

seeks to paint them as alien
and anti-American — as
enemies of this nation,
rather than citizens with
whom he disagrees. In a
subsequent interview,
Nugent called Nancy Pelosi
a “sub-human scoundrel”
and referred to liberals as
cockroaches to “stomp” in
November.

This is what distin-
guishes the flame-throwers
of the far right from those
of the far left. Nugent and
his ilk seek to deny their po-
litical opponents the very
right to believe in a different
philosophy. Agree with me,
he says, or be stomped.

It would be one thing if
this sort of vicious intol-
erance came only from
aging rockers whose brains
may have been scrambled
by all those high-decibel
performances. But it comes,
too, from an elected
member of the House of
Representatives.

At a town hall meeting
last week in Palm City, Fla.,
West was asked how many
Marxists there are in Con-
gress. He replied, “I believe
there’s about 78 to 81
members of the Democratic
Party who are members of
the Communist Party.” That
is, of course, a bald-faced
lie. There are no commu-
nists in Congress. What
makes the lie even worse is
West’s subsequent decla-
ration that he stands by his
words because he was re-
ferring to the 80-member
Congressional Progressive
Caucus, which West con-
siders a branch of the

Comintern.
“There is a very thin line

between communism, pro-
gressivism, Marxism,
socialism,” West claimed
this week. “It’s about na-
tionalizing production. It’s
about creating and ex-
panding the welfare state.
It’s about this idea of social
and economic justice. You
hear that being played out
now with fairness, fair
share, economic equality.”

West can’t really believe
this nonsense. What he’s
trying to do is delegitimize
the entire stream of pro-
gressive thought that has
run wide and deep through
American history since the
nation’s founding. Disagree
with his views, West insists,
and you’re not just a po-
litical opponent, you’re a
godless Marxist.

There is no symmetry
here. The far left may hurl
insults at the right but
doesn’t scream “fascism”
whenever a Republican pro-
poses privatizing Medicare.

So this is what I want to
know: Mitt Romney, do you
agree with your prominent
endorser Ted Nugent that
the Obama administration is
evil and hates America?
House Speaker John
Boehner, do you agree with
your star freshman West
that “78 to 81” of your col-
leagues are card-carrying
communists?

Speak up, gentlemen; I
didn’t hear you. 
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Sen. Kent Conrad of
North Dakota is the
chairman of the Senate
Budget Committee. That
means he’s the Democratic
point man for the absolutely
essential work of not
coming up with a budget.

Conrad has occasionally
gone wobbly. Sometimes he
has sounded dangerously
close to betraying the cause
that his party has entrusted
to him. A couple of weeks
ago, the senator went on na-
tional TV to say he was
going to have his committee
“mark up” what he called a
“10-year plan” — i.e., a
budget. After briefly flirting
with this treachery, Conrad
came back to his senses and
recommitted himself to his
duty to remain resolutely
budget-less.

He didn’t hold a markup
at all, which is the time-
honored process by which a
bill is debated, amended
and voted on. Conrad dis-
pensed with all such fluff
and minutiae. He offered
his own plan, loosely based
on the work of the Bowles-
Simpson deficit-reduction
commission, shot down any
foolishness about amending
or voting, and pronounced
himself well-pleased. De-
spite the angst he had
caused with his loose talk,
Conrad had delivered yet
again — by not delivering a

budget.
If this seems an easy,

almost no-show job to you,
think again. There are two
varieties of budgetary
boldness. There’s bold like
Republican House Budget
Committee Chairman Paul
Ryan. This involves passing
out of committee detailed
budget resolutions that go
on to pass the entire
chamber and to spark a full
and frank debate about the
nation’s fiscal future. Then
there’s Kent Conrad
boldness. This involves
having the fortitude to
defend doing nothing with
threadbare rationalizations
and weaselly misdirections.

Fresh from his stalwart
act of nonbudgeting, Sen.
Conrad said it was too hard
to pass a budget in an
election year. But Senate
Democrats hadn’t passed

one in 2011 or 2010, either.
This year is a presidential
election year, 2011 was an
off-year, and 2010 was a
midterm election year. That
covers every kind of year
there is in Washington. By
this standard, the Senate
will have an annual excuse
not to pass a budget reso-
lution for the rest of time.

Conrad argued that the
debt-ceiling compromise
earlier this year, the so-
called Budget Control Act,
obviated any need to pass a
budget resolution. Then
what explains the AWOL
Senate budgets of 2010 and
2011?

The debt deal set some
broad spending levels for
the next two years in the
discretionary part of the
budget, but it is silent on
revenues, entitlements and
other mandatory spending.
It also has a blunderbuss se-
quester provision that
everyone wants to avoid. If
the budget deal really were
a substitute for a budget res-
olution, Paul Ryan wouldn’t
have bothered to come up
with another one this year,
and House Democrats
wouldn’t have countered
with resolutions of their
own.

The 1974 Budget Act
says that, as a matter of law,
the Senate Budget Com-
mittee is to pass a resolution

by April 1 and Congress as
a whole to pass one by
April 15. No matter. Kent
Conrad is the Bartleby the
Scrivener of budgeting: He
prefers not to.

The chairman’s exertions,
such as they are, serve the
political interests of his
master, Senate Majority
Leader Harry Reid. The
leader doesn’t want the fin-
gerprints of Senate
Democrats on a budget.
What possible upside is
there in telling the public, in
some detail, how they will
address the country’s grave
fiscal challenges? This
gambit, a running charade
for years now, betrays the
intellectual exhaustion of
the last remaining Democ-
ratic majority on Capitol
Hill — too scared and too
cynical to undertake even a
rudimentary gesture toward
governing.

As for Sen. Kent Conrad,
he is retiring at the end of
the year. As a private
citizen, he will be able to
look back fondly at the ex-
traordinary capstone of his
25-year career during this
period, when he literally set
a new standard for success
for chairmen of the Senate
Budget Committee. Bravo,
Mr. Chairman, bravo.
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Disappointed in
Floyd’s blame game

To the editor:
I was disappointed to

read Rep. David Floyd’s
recent column on the
General Assembly’s Special
Session. Rep. Floyd makes
wild accusations but pro-
vides no evidence to back
them up.

Despite his claims, there
is only one person to blame
for the Special Session’s
waste of taxpayer money —
Senate President David
Williams. In the final days
of the regular session,
Williams played games,
abused his power and
refused to complete required
business on time — forcing
the Governor to call the
General Assembly back into
Special Session to pass a
transportation budget and
critical legislation to fight
our prescription drug abuse
epidemic.

We have watched David
Williams’ abuse of power
for more than a decade —
sweetening his district with
more pork projects than oth-
ers, decorating his office at
taxpayer expense with
$17,000 televisions, creating
a $1 million pension for
himself with taxpayer dol-
lars and wasting millions on
Special Sessions to finish
business he didn’t get done
when he was supposed to.
He seems addicted to atten-
tion and power. Rep. Floyd’s
comments in his defense are
not fooling anyone.

Most Kentuckians are no
longer surprised by Sen.

Williams’ ongoing political
games, with the clear excep-
tion of Rep. Floyd, whose
blind loyalty to Williams
shows just how out of touch
he is. Consider these exam-
ples:

•Voting against legislation
to raise Kentucky’s school
dropout age to 18.

•Voting against the budg-
et in 2010 that protected
Kentucky’s classrooms and
prisons from cuts.

•Voting against legislation
in 2011 that would help
authorities crack down on
deadbeat parents who fail to
make child support pay-
ments.

•Voting against legislation
this year that would crack
down on drug dealers in
white coats and give law
enforcement the tools they
need to attack the
Commonwealth’s prescrip-
tion drug abuse epidemic.

Finally, Rep. Floyd per-
sonally gave the maximum
campaign contribution
allowed under the law last
year to Sen. David
Williams’ failed campaign
for governor. One wonders
who Williams had in mind
when he attempted to create
a new state Senate seat out
of Nelson County.

I urge all Nelson County
voters to let Rep. Floyd
know that he needs to stop
his blind loyalty to David
Williams and to start work-
ing for the people of
Kentucky instead.

Bruce England
212 Demaree Drive
Bardstown

Conrad the Scrivener

Republican rhetoric over the top
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Thanks to the 
community for help

To the editor:
Ron and I want to thank

all who have done so much
for us in putting our lives
back in some order, after
the tornado in Henryville,
Ind. March 2. We could not
have done this without the
help of all of you.
Bardstown is a great place
to live with so many really
great people. We are happy
to be back here and will
remain here.

Special thanks to Dave
Vandusen, Danny
Vandusen, Carol Avis,
Angela Bishop, Steve,
Sonya Masterson, Shelley
and Greg, Frieda and
Phyllis, Donna Walker,
Judy, Wana, Bobbi, Mike
and Kim Hopkins, White’s
Auction, David Bray
Realtor, Margaret-St.
Vincent, Jim Hagan
Insurance and Susan and
Bob-Red Cross.

Also so many more peo-
ple for whom we don’t have
a name. We thank each and
every person who has
helped us, and who are still
helping us. And above all,
we thank God for our very
lives.

We will never be the
same or forget but each day
is better because of the
wonderful people in
Bardstown and surrounding
counties.

Again, thanks to every-
one.

Ron and Sharon Vandusen
158 Slate Run Apts.
Bloomfield Road
Bardstown

Thanks for help
with mini-grant

To the editor:
The staff and students of

St. Catherine Academy Pre-
K would ike to thank the
Nelson County Early
Childhood Council for
money donated for a mini-
grant that helped to furnish
items needed throughout
the classroom. The items
purchased with the grant
help to improve the class-
room. Items such as an
indoor discovery lab, mag-
netic boards and a variety of
blocks were among some of
the items. Thanks again.

Lynn Brady
St. Catherine Childcare
413 First St.
New Haven

>>LETTERS POLICY
The Standard welcomes

letters on topics of general
interest. All must carry the
name and complete address
of the writer.

Writers must include their
daytime telephone number.
The telephone number will
be used for verification only
and will not be published.
Unsigned letters will not be
published. Letters submitted
by organizations must
include the signature of the
president or another officer.

Letters may be edited for
style or length. Letters
should be brief and to the

point.
Please limit letters to 300

words and submissions to
one every 30 days.

The right is reserved to
reject any letter received,
including those we deter-
mine might be libelous.

No acknowledgment of
unused letters can be made.

Address letters to Editor,
Kentucky Standard, P.O.
Box 639, Bardstown, KY
40004 or send via e-mail to
news@kystandard.com. You
may also submit letters
online at
www.kystandard.com.


