
I first saw the small blue
egg out of the corner of my
eye. Upon closer inspection I
was baffled at how it got
where it was.

The blue bird egg, which I
surmised to be a robin’s egg
due to its size and color, was
resting on the ground against
the concrete stoop leading up
to my side door. That was no
place to build a nest and from
what I could see there was no
nest to be found.

I’ve heard of birds laying
their eggs on the ground
before. The killdeer does this
with one particularly per-
sistent bird that used to
consistently lay eggs in my
parents’ driveway. When the
eggs were laid, we had to take
extra precaution driving,
careful to straddle the nest that
was built precariously right
smack dab in the middle of
the driveway.

But this egg was blue; the
killdeer’s eggs are usually

white with brown speckles.
And although it lays its eggs
on the ground, the killdeer
does build a nest. Perplexed, I
picked up the egg and in-
spected it. It was cool to the
touch but completely intact.
There was nothing around it
could have fallen out of. It
wasn’t near a tree that could
have housed a nest and I have
no gutters on the side of the

house, so I have no idea how it
got there.

Like my mother taught me,
I put it back where I found it.
The next day the egg was still
there, still unbroken and still
cold. I have left it there. After
a few days, I was on the same
side of the house but near the
fence. I looked down and saw
another blue egg just sitting
there in the grass. Again I
picked it up for inspection —
whole, uncracked and cold.
Again, there was no nest and
no place the egg could have
fallen out of a nest and landed
where it lay. I thought the egg
I found a few days ago must
have been moved but when I
looked the first egg was still
sitting there beside the con-
crete stoop. I was more
perplexed than ever. Birds
don’t just drop eggs as they
are flying by, so how did these
eggs get where they are?

I did some research on the
Internet but still couldn’t find

an answer as to why I have
two bird eggs in my yard. But
here’s what I’ve come to be-
lieve: I have small animals
traveling through my yard that
have stolen these eggs. I
assume the eggs were dropped
when the animal was startled
and had to run. 

I’m not certain this is the
scenario but it could happen. I
found an almost-dead rabbit in
my yard a couple of months
ago. I assume it was attacked
but I couldn’t find any marks.
Even after it breathed its last
breath, I left it in my yard for
whatever started the job to
come and get its food reward.
But after a couple of days with
the rabbit just sitting there I fi-
nally tossed it in the trash.

I’m not sure what happens
in my backyard when I’m not
there but I may think about
putting in a camera just to get
some answers to the strange
activity. Then again… maybe I
don’t want to know. 
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Q: When there is a special
session, should legislators
be paid for their time?

Yes: 27 percent
No: 73 percent

>> Vote in this paper’s poll at www.kystandard.com.

TTeecchhnnoollooggyy
cceenntteerr  pprreeppaarreess
yyoouutthh  ffoorr  lliiffee
aafftteerr  sscchhooooll

As we prepare our youth for the future, a jewel
of a school is making a large impact in our local
community. The Nelson County Area Technology
Center in many ways is the unsung hero that is
helping students who just aren’t interested in
attending a traditional four-year college find a
successful career path. 

The recent article about the NCATC woodwork-
ing class was just another great example of stu-
dents who have found a lifelong trade they truly
love. The school offers other programs in air con-
ditioning, automotive, construction, carpentry and
information technologies, along with computer-
aided drafting, health sciences and welding. Many
of the NCATC students have won competitions
and the welding program has been heralded as one
of the best in the state. And the winners in all this
success are the students.

“Our goal is to get the students career ready,”
Principal Rodney Nokes said. “A lot of our stu-
dents go on to Elizabethtown or Jefferson Techni-
cal College.”

Over the last decade, faculty members at the
school have definitely seen a rise in the number of
students participating in the programs. During the
2011-2012 school year, there are 500 students par-
ticipating in classes from Nelson County and
Bardstown City Schools. The school is also open
to Bethlehem High School students and local
industry who need scheduled training night class-
es.

The school continues to show measurable suc-
cess with 96 percent placement for students who
attend the technology center. Many of these stu-
dents go straight into employment, continue their
education in college or enlist in the military.

Administrative Secretary Shellie Thompson
said, “It’s amazing to watch these kids. For many
of our students, they find a totally new confidence
here and feel good about themselves.”

There are 53 Kentucky Tech Area Technology
Centers throughout the state. Of the counties sur-
rounding Nelson, only two (Marion and Bullitt)
out of the seven have an area technology center. 

As there continues to be a push to raise the Ken-
tucky High School dropout age from 16 to 18,
which we support, having alternative programs
available for these teens will be even more crucial.
We think opening up enrollment of the 53 technol-
ogy centers throughout the state to work with
neighboring counties or opening more centers
could be the answer to assist other students who
could prosper.

Not every student will attend a four-year college
and it’s our job as educators, parents and society,
to help those kids find a career path. The success
stories of area technology centers have proven in
many cases to be the answer for these kids. With
the hands-on learning approach that is directly
related to real-world application, many of these
kids learn a skill set that will carry them well into
the future.

It should be obvious but we’ll say it again, when
our youth graduate from high school and have a
good skill set to carry them down a successful
career path, everybody wins. That’s why all of us
should support raising the high school dropout age
to 18 and find a way to expand area technology
centers.
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Eggs in the yard and it’s not Easter
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While my husband Bud and
I were attempting to find
something decent to watch on
television the other night —
and it’s a desert out there, I tell
ya — I started thinking that it
has been some years since I
compiled a list of my favorite
movie quotes.

Although there are more in-
teresting things to write about
— I didn’t.

It is sad to say that there are
few quotes worth adding since
the last time I updated my list.
And it’s sad that two of my fa-
vorite quotes include the word
“taters.”

So here goes:
• It’s a fool that looks for

logic in the chambers of the
human heart. (Ulysses Everett
McGill, O Brother, Where Art
Thou)

• It’s true, you are a good
woman. Then again, you may
be the antichrist. (Doc Hol-
liday, Tombstone)

• When danger reared its
ugly head, he bravely turned
his tail and fled. (Minstrel,
Monty Python: The Search for
the Holy Grail)

• I’m a foolish old man
who’s been drawn into a wild
goose chase by a harpie in
trousers and a nincompoop.
(Rooster Cogburn, True Grit)

• Don’t torture yourself,
Gomez. That’s my job. (Mor-
ticia Addams, The Addams
Family)

• A census taker once tried
to test me. I ate his liver with
some fava beans and a nice
Chianti. (Hannibal Lector, The
Silence of the Lambs)

• We are Siamese if you
please. We are Siamese if you
don’t please. (Si and Meese,
Lady and the Tramp)

• To have memories of
those you have loved and lost

is perhaps harder than to have
no memories at all. (Van
Helsing, Van Helsing)

• Pay no attention to that
man behind the curtain. (The
Wizard, The Wizard of Oz)

• Sam: What we need is a
few good taters.

Gollum: What’s taters, pre-
cious? What’s taters, eh?

Sam: Po-tay-toes! Boil ’em,
mash ’em, stick ’em in a stew
... (The Lord of the Rings)

• You, my friend, are a
victim of disorganized
thinking. You are under the
unfortunate impression that
just because you run away you
have no courage; you’re con-
fusing courage with wisdom.
(The Wizard, The Wizard of
Oz)

• Badges? We ain’t got no
badges! We don’t need no
badges. I don’t have to show
you any stinkin’ badges!
(Gold Hat, The Treasure of the
Sierra Madre)

• What we’ve got here is
failure to communicate.
(Captain, Cool Hand Luke)

• I ain’t got time to bleed.
(Blain – Jesse Ventura,
Predator)

• Vaughan Cunningham:
You always seem to be deep in
thought. Tell me, what are you

thinking right now?
Karl: I was thinkin’, I’m

gonna take me some of these
taters home with me. (Sling
Blade)

• Nonsense, I have not yet
begun to defile myself. (Doc
Holliday, Tombstone)

• At my signal, unleash hell.
(Maximus, Gladiator)

• That’s enough! When you
didn’t know what you were
talkin’ about, you really had
somethin’! ( Moe, to Curly in
“Booby Dupes”)

• What we do in life echoes
in eternity. (Maximus, Glad-
iator)

• Pete: I’ve always won-
dered, what’s the devil look
like?

Ulysses Everett McGill:
Well, there are all manner of
lesser imps and demons, Pete,
but the great Satan hisself is
red and scaly with a bifurcated
tail, and he carries a hay fork.

Tommy Johnson: Oh, no.
No, sir. He’s white, as white as
you folks, with empty eyes
and a big hollow voice. He
likes to travel around with a
mean old hound. That’s right.
(O Brother, Where Art Thou)

• An evil petting zoo? (Dr.
Evil, Austin Powers, Interna-
tional Man of Mystery)

• Face it girls, I’m older and
have more insurance. (Evelyn
Couch as Towanda, Fried
Green Tomatoes)

• We are the knights who
say “nee.” (The Knights who
say “nee,” Monty Python: The
Search for the Holy Grail)

• The way I figure, there’s
really not too much future
with a sawed-off runt like you.
(The Man with No Name, The
Good, the Bad and the Ugly)

• Them sirens did this to
Pete. They loved him up and
turned him into a horny toad.

(Delmar O’ Donnell, O
Brother, Where Art Thou)

• You don’t have what they
call “the social skills.” That’s
why you never have any
friends, ’cept for your mama.”
(Mama Boucher to Bobby
Boucher, The Water Boy)

• They’re coming to get you
Barbara. (Barbara’s brother,
The Night of the Living Dead)

• I baked a cake once, but it
fell and killed the cat. (Moe in
“Uncivil Warriors”)

• I can see! (runs into tree)
Nope, I was wrong. (Blinkin,
Robin Hood: Men in Tights)

• Want me to show you a
little trick, take your mind off
that arm? (Major Payne,
Major Payne)

• If you fine, fancy gen-
tlemen don’t wanta do nothing
about it, then you’re all yellow
stinkin’ cowards. (Mayella, To
Kill a Mockingbird)

• Woodrow Call (after
burying Gus by the stream in
Texas): Well, Gus; there you
go. I guess this will teach me
to be more careful about what
I promise people in the future.
(Lonesome Dove)

• Yesterday’s gone, we can’t
get it back. Now you go on
with your digging. (Gus
McCrae, Lonesome Dove)

• Only a fool fights in a
burning house. (Klingon
Commander Kang, Star Trek) 

• The old dreams were
good dreams; they didn’t work
out, but glad I had them.
(Robert Kincaid, Bridges of
Madison County)

• Our genius ain’t appre-
ciated around here... let’s
scram! (Moe, Movie Maniacs)

• Now, go away or I shall
taunt you a second time.
(French Soldier, The Search
for the Holy Grail)

Don’t torture yourself ... that’s my job
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