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drugs.
What I do know is that I wish there 

were drug tests for more people than 
welfare recipients.

I think it would be a good idea if the 
Republican candidates running for presi-
dent were drug tested. They sound like 
barking dogs on the evening news every 
night. There has to be a reason why they 
snarl, hiss and say such terrible things 
about each other.

Closer to home, there’s no doubt the 
highway engineers who designed the 
traffi c patterns around the Florence area 
should be drug tested. They had to be 
smoking something illegal to come up 
with a plan that causes complete grid-
lock around that town every afternoon at 
4 p.m.

Drug testing is certainly in line for 
the people who thought it would be a 

A press release from Frankfort 
caught my eye when I got to work 
Monday morning. It said State Repre-
sentative Lonnie Napier of Lancaster 
wants Kentucky to pass a law requiring 
drug tests for people who receive wel-
fare checks. Napier said he thinks the 
law would “get people off drugs” and 
save the state money.

Mr. Napier certainly has good inten-
tions but I’m not sure such a law would 
do much to curtail the use of illegal 

good idea to go to war with Afghanistan. 
Warriors such as Genghis Kahn have 
been tried to bring that country under 
control since the 14th century with no 
luck. Whoever thought we could do any 
better must have had their brain altered. 

The television executives who think I 
want to watch contests about extremely 
obese people losing weight should also 
be drug tested. That’s also true for the 
guys who think I want to watch what 
Kim Kardashian, Paris Hilton or the 
Real Housewives of Orange County do 
24/7.

Sometimes I think my dogs should be 
drug tested. There must be a reason why 
they sleep 20-hours a day, roll around in 
all kinds of foul smelling substances and 
have such a deep-seated hatred for squir-
rels.

If they are going to drug test poor 
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people on welfare, I think they should 
also drug test the rich folks who run 
our banks, stock exchanges, major in-
dustries and real estate companies. That 
might help explain why our economy 
has bottomed out the last few years.

I sure hope they drug test the men 
who run the Cleveland Browns football 
team as soon as possible. There has to 
be a reason why folks with such im-
pressive resumes continue to produce 
such pathetic teams.

And while they’re at it, I hope they 
drug test the individuals who invented 
wool long underwear, talk radio and 
squid-fl avored potato chips.

I hope they drug test me, too. May-
be I’ll fi nally fi gure out why it’s so hard 
for me to get up in the morning, go to 
bed at night and why I hit my golf balls 
every direction but straight.

See Bourne, page 3

They should all be drug tested
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Kentucky Speedway’s 
parent company, Speed-
way Motorsports, is tak-
ing aggressive steps to 
ensure the traffi c gridlock 
that occurred last sum-
mer during the track’s 
fi rst NASCAR Sprint Cup 
race is not repeated.

Last week, Speedway 
Motorsports purchased an 
additional 29 acres near 
the track for $700,000 that 
will be used for parking. 
In addition, it bought 142 
acres last August and is in 
the process of clearing 55 
acres it already owned for 
parking.

A lack of parking is 
considered the primary 
reason why a massive 
traffi c jam on area roads 
prevented thousands of 
race fans from getting to 
see the Quaker State 400 
Sprint Cup race last July.

Bruton Smith, the 
speedway’s owner 
and general manager, 
spent about an hour last 
Wednesday at a North 
Carolina news confer-
ence outlining a parking 
expansion project and 
other improvements be-
ing made around the Ken-
tucky Speedway.

“You talk about the in-
augural race at Kentucky, 
and I think we ought to do 
it over and have the sec-

ond inaugural race so we
can get it right this time,”
Smith said.

Last August, speed-
way and state offi cials 
announced plans to spend
more than $11 million to
improve parking, facili-
ties and roads in time for
this year’s Quaker State 
400, on June 30. That 
work, which includes a
pedestrian tunnel under
RT 35, is now underway.

The speedway has
hired a new company to
manage parking and is 
working with North Car-
olina-based Stantec on a
new traffi c plan. It also 
has improved existing 
parking areas.

“We know we now
have the capacity to han-
dle all the traffi c,” said 
Kentucky Speedway gen-
eral manager Mark Si-
mendinger.

The speedway had 10
parking areas that held
33,000 cars last year. The 
lack of adequate parking 
was compounded by the
fact only 84 of the 300 
parking attendants the
speedway hired showed 
up on race day.

“Whatever could go
wrong, probably did go
wrong as far as traffi c is
concerned,” Smith said of

Bill and Peggy Ste-
phenson were brutally 
murdered in their Oak-
brook condominium 
six months ago and last 
Wednesday their children  
pleaded for anyone with 
information about their 
parents’ mysterious death 
to come forward. They 
also offered a $5,000 
reward for information 
leading to an arrest.

The Stephensons, both 
74, lived in Boone Coun-
ty but had many relatives 
and close friends living 
in Gallatin County. Their 
murders stunned and sad-

dened hundreds and their 
funeral attracted an esti-
mated 1,500 mourners.

“While we know our 
parents are in a much bet-
ter place, not a day goes 
by that our hearts don’t 
ache from losing them in 
such a brutal and sense-
less way,” said Doug Ste-
phenson, son of Bill and 
Peggy Stephenson at last 
week’s news conference. 
“The killer is still walking 
among us and we are con-
vinced someone watching 
today has information that 
will lead to the arrest of 
the killer.”

Doug Stephenson of 
Milford, Ohio, his broth-
er, Tom of Union, and his 
sister Beth Victor, of He-
bron, spoke at the news 
conference for the fi rst 
time since their parents 
were killed.

“Mom and Dad’s love 
for God and the care they 
showed to others and all 
the hearts they touched 
over the past 74 years is 
what defi nes our family,” 
Doug Stephenson said. 
“That will never be taken 
away from us.

The Stephensons 
were found dead in their 
home on May 29, after 
they failed to show up 
for church. Police have 
released almost no infor-
mation about the killings 
saying it would harm their 
investigation. They have 
not said how the couple 
was killed, if they know 
of any possible motives, 

if there were signs of a 
forced entry or if anything 
was taken from the home.

The Stephensons were 
well known in the com-
munity and were active 
members of the Union 
Baptist Church where Bill 
Stephenson was a deacon 
and Peggy played the or-
gan for 42 years.

Bill Stephenson was 
also involved in the 
Trucker’s Chapel at the T. 
A. Truck Stop in Florence 
and often delivered food 
and clothes to needy fami-
lies in eastern Kentucky.

“These past eight 
months have been es-
pecially diffi cult on the 
grandchildren,” Doug 
Stephenson said. “It has 
truly been a nightmare to 
have their grandparents 
violently ripped from 
their lives.”

“Somebody knows 

The list of county resi-
dents facing charges of 
manufacturing metham-
phetamine grew Saturday 
night when the Kentucky 
State Police arrested Tra-
vis Moore, 32, of Warsaw.

Trooper Brandon Mau-
pin stopped Moore at 
11:10 p.m. at the inter-
section of Johnson Road 
and U. S. 127 for texting 
while driving.

After making the stop, 
Trooper Maupin found 
a methamphetamine lab 

and several ingredients 
used to make meth in the
vehicle.

Moore was charged
with manufacturing meth-
amphetamine, possession 
of a controlled substance,
possession of drug para-
phernalia, tampering with
physical evidence, DUI, 
communication device
violation and failure to
notify address change.

He was lodged at the
Carroll County Detention 
Center.

Gallatin County native 
Courtney French Bourne, 
a Democrat, has decided 
not to run for the seat in 
Congress that Republi-
can Geoff Davis will step 
down from this year.

“After much consid-
eration and deep discus-
sion with members of the 
Democratic Congressio-
nal Campaign Commit-
tee, the Kentucky Demo-
cratic Party, consultants 
with vast knowledge 
and understanding of the 
Fourth District and with 
my husband and family, 
I have decided not to en-
ter the race,” French said. 
“I would like to continue 
to work on my profes-
sional career as part of the 

Beshear administration.  
Also, because our legis-
lators continue to bicker 
about the congressional 
district lines, it’s diffi cult 
for any candidate to throw 
their hat into the ring at 
this time.”

Bourne is a 2002 grad-
uate of Gallatin County 
High School and a 2006 
graduate of the University 
of Kentucky. She is the 
daughter of former Galla-
tin County Judge/execu-
tive Kenny French and his 
wife, Terri. She recently 
married Owenton attor-
ney Ed Bourne and now 
lives with him in Owen 
County.

She was recently ap-
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This aerial view shows the large parking lot 
expansion that’s going on next to the Kentucky 
Speedway outside of Sparta.

District champs
Academic team captain Amelia Samuel (center) was all smiles during the team’s Quick Recall 

match against Owen County at the Governor’s Cup district competition in Warsaw on Saturday. 
Beside her are teammates Joseph Mullins (left) and Sam Wright. Gallatin beat Owen and went on 
to win the district for the third year in a row. The team will compete next in the regional meet Feb. 
18, in Shelbyville. See page 4 for a photo of all team members. Photo by Kelley Warnick

Reward offered for information
about the Stephenson murders

Looking for points
Brooke Dossett is fouled as she drives to the 

basket against Cooper High School on Satur-
day. Dossett had a total of 38 points in wins 
against Cooper and Williamston last week. See 
page 5 for more. Photo by Kelley Warnick
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