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Vote for Combs .
' 3'--X

We urge mountain people to go to the polls in record
numbers Tuesday and nominate Bert Combs as the Demo-
cratic candidate for governor.

Combs has a greater knowledge of Eastern Kentucky,
its problems, its needs and its opportunities than just about
any other man in public life. He started a long list of
things for the benefit of the mountains during his first term
things he says he wants to finish during the next few years-s- uch

as the Appalachian road program.
We support Combs, however, only after considerable de-

bate with ourselves. We are very disappointed with his
stand on strip mining, for example. We had hoped that
Combs would take a frank, bold, stand against strip
mining and would make a firm pledge to the mountain peo-
ple to ban stripping totally in the mountains.

We are convinced that the people of the mountains want
and are determined to see an end to str ip mining in the
mountains. And we were prepared to support any candidate

or his Democratic rival, Wendell Ford, or Republican
Thomas Emberton --- if one of them would take a plain
spoken, unequivocal stand to halt stripping. All three, in
our judgment, have been wishy-wash- y on the subject, lean-
ing first this way and then that, by and large telling the
audience what it wanted to hear.

If Combs fails to win the Democratic nomination, it will
be because of the strip mining issue. Many mountain voters
who had planned to vote for him now plan to vote for Ford,
or to stay home, in protest to strip mining.

We feel, however, that this would be a serious mistake.
Ford would not halt stripping. And we would still

face a multitude of other problems -- - such thirds as schools,
roads, welfare problems, the need for jobs and economic
development, the whole broad question of how to make
best use of the area's vast resources, etc.

On these other issues. Combs has a solid record. The new
Appalachian road between Whitesburg and Campton, the
Mountain Parkway from Campton to Winchester -- - these
roads are there, beyond question, because Combs insisted
that new roads be built in the mountains.

The many new schools that have been and are being built
throughout the mountains, the community college system,
Kingdom Come State Park, Buckhorn State Park, improved
health facilities, new vocational schools in the mountains
are all the result of Combs' efforts during his first term as
governor. The Appalachian Regional Hospitals, including
the one in Whitesburg, would have closed down had not
Combs called the legislature into special session to find the
financing to keep them open.

The list of things Combs accomplished for Eastern Ken-
tucky is indeed a long and distinguished list. In his cam-
paigning in the mountains. Combs has urged mountain
people to look to the record, a, id to vote accordingly. And
on the basis of the record, he deserves and has earned
mountain support.

We are grateful to both Combs and Ford for their flat
campaign commitments to place a severance tax on coal
a id to use proceeds to upgrade the quality of government
and public services. Combs, however, has come forwasd
with the better proposal, since he also plans to place a
severance tax on both gas and oil, in addition to coal.
There is every reason to believe that the mountains are in
the beginning stages of an oil and gas boom as big as the
coal industry itself, and we are pleased that Combs has
the foresight to see that a tax on oil and gas could pro-
duce millions of dollars for schools and other needs in the
years ahead.

With so many public and private agencies more or less
attacking Eastern Kentucky and its institutions and people on
just about every front -- - all seemingly attempting to force
change upon us -- - it was good to hear Combs say he thinks
the mountain people should hang on to their mountain cul-
ture. The important decisions that the governor will have
to make concerning Eastern Kentucky will center around the
question of how much force should be used against the moun-
tain people in an effort to make them just like everybody
else in the country. There is talk of taking children away
from their mothers at birth and placing thrm la institutions
to be reared because some officials think mountain women
make poor mothers, and we have been witnessing the im-

position of regional government upon the area, the deliber-
ate elimination of local government in the mountains.
Combs, with a deep feeling for mountain ways, can help
bring about desired improvements in the regbn without
the destruction of the mountain culture.

For these reasons, we arge mountain people to forget
factional d fferences and go to the polls and vote for Combs
in the election Tuesday.... and Breckinridge

We also urge the nomination of Attorney General John
Breckinridge as the Democratic Candidate for Lieutenant
Governor.

Breckinridge has a distinguished record of , iblic ser-

vice in Kentucky. He is independent, standing outside
of the two major faction'; of the Democratic party, and
has a deserved reputation for doing what he thinks is
right for the people of Kentucky.

... and Collins
We also would like to remind Republicans in Letcher

County that unless they turn out in large numbers and
vote for Ray Collins for the Republican nomination for
state representative, Letcher County may be without
a representative in the General Assembly next year.
The addition of strong Republican precincts from Har-
lan and Leslie Counties to the Letcher legislative dis-

trict may well have converted the seat into a Republi-
can post, permanently. And, it appears there are
enough Republican votes In the precincts in those to
two counties to control the GOP nomination. Only a
large turnout for Collins Tuesday by Letcher County voters
can offset the addition of the Leslie and Harlan precincts.

Letters to the Editor
Help needed now
to the Editor:

I have been recently con-
cerned about letters I see
written by former residents
of Letcher County. The let-
ters contain in part many
complaints of what is wrong
with Letcher County, and in
part they are saying that Let-
cher County is so dear to them
and they hope to return here to
retire or finish the rest of their
lives. It seems that some of
these people feel it was nec-
essary for them to leave Let-

cher County and move to more
progressive communities with
better opportunities, but at the
same time they feel that the
people who remain here should
be doing all the dirty work of
cleaning up county problems
which have been in existence
for ages. It appears that the
attitude is "If you people back
there in Letcher County will
get good roads built throughout
the county, good schools, good
law enforcement, recreational
facilities, and other facilities
which make a good community,
we will return and bless you
with our presence and to help
you enjoy the fruits of your la-

bor. "

If Letcher County is so dear to
so many people, why didn't
they stay here and fight and
suffer with the rest of us who
are trying to bring about im-

provements in Letcher County.
We too would like and feel it
necessary to have good roads,
schools and all the luxuries you
possess in far away places, but
some one had to remain here
and suffer through the periods
when these are not provided.
To those of us who are staying
here and working for a better
county, it is not so nice to be
reminded so often of the prob-
lems which face us, especially
to be reminded by those who
are daily receiving the benefits
which more progressive com-
munities can provide.

If you are away, and you feel
that there are so many ills ex-
isting in Letcher County, why
don't you come home and help
us cure them?

Another point I would also like
to convey is that all people on
welfare do not walk around with
their heads dropped down, and
most people who do receive
welfare deserve it. They are
not ashamed every time, either,
and neither should they be. It
is a right guaranteed by law
that persons who are not able
to help themselves be given
financial aid in the form of
welfare.

CAROL ISON
Whitesburg

State trooper
To the Editor:

From my experience with the
police force I can understand
how they have earned the name
"pigs. " (Of course I will be the
first to admit that the sins of
the minority should not be
thrust upon the whole group.
I am sure that the vast majority
of these men are dutiful assets
to our State whom we could not
very well do without.)

One example of atrocious be-
havior is a state patrolman in
ferry County. This obnoxious
gentleman is a disgrace to oth-
ers who wear the badge. I
would like to relate an incident
in which I feel Injustice was
done.

One night last week two guys
from Letcher County were driv-
ing in Perry County minding
their own business when they
were forced to stop because

there was a slide in the road.
They were immediately at-

tacked by two state policemen
who were parked in their car
waiting to catch anybody they
could. The boy with long hair
was violently jerked from the
automobile by the hair of his
head and his head was beat

the car. He was then
searched and the car was
searched. This is a state
trooper, who doubtless claims
to be a specimen of the human
race, dutifully upholding the
law and protecting the citizens.
Actually this is a perfect exam-
ple of prejudice and barbarism.
What ever happened to the
"malice toward n one and jus-

tice for all th2t Abraham Lin-

coln so eloquently sought? en

if this boy had not been a
clean, decent, well mannered
high school honor student who
happened to prefer wearing
his hair long, he still should
not have to endure this imma-
ture abuse of authority. The
other guy was more fortunate;
his hair was short, being that
he was serving his country in
the United States Army. The
automobile was left there to
be towed 20 miles to the near-

est garage where the guys had
to later go and pay the tow bill
to get it back. They were ar-

rested for speeding and drunken
driving (even though they were
parked when pounced upon)
and flown off to spend the
night in the Perry County jail.
Man, those state troopers are
truly tough men, they are. Did
you know that their patrol cars
will go 100 miles an hour?
Well, this one did and the guys
were informed that the troopers
had another one that would go
even faster. Greedy people get
in a hurry.

The older guy paid the $26
fine so his younger brother would
not have to spend tie night in
jail. (I don't know what the
fine was for. Since he wasn't
driving it couldn't have been
for speeding or drunken driv-
ing.) He instead spent the night
in another room on the floor.
This was a first time for both of
them. The neAt morning the
parents came to pay the $52 for
the ir older son who had shared
one "bed" with seven other
guys. One of the charges was
dropped. This is a little expen-
sive for the selfish whim of a
man in uniform, I would say.

The other prisoners were treat-
ed equally as maliciously. One
guy said he had to stay there for
a year in that little room. A
man that came in to bail some-
one out was threatened in a
raucous voice to be locked up
for "sassing" because he nicely
asked twice for some water for
the prisoners.

I think that nobody, regard-
less what he did or did not do.
should have to endure this
horrid treatment. I also think
that these greedy abusers of the
law are not as valuable to the
life, liberty and pursuit of hap-
piness of our citizens as said
prisoners. The law is no place
to harbor personal prejudices

life, liberty and pursuit
of happiness of our citizens as
said prisoners. The law is no
place to harbor personal pre-
judices against long hair, '55
Chevrolets or whatever. I say
that we need better quality in
our law enforcement. Maybe
attitude or IQ tests would be
valuable in determining who
qualifies. nd the greedy,
prejudiced and obnox ions
should look for another job .

LINDA S. CRAIGER
Partridge

Dream come true
To the Editor:

I am glad to know that Let-
cher County has caves. I

would sure like to see it grow,
build up and make progress,
for work to help the people of
this county. It's beautiful to
see natural beauty. What God
the creator has given us. The
mountains, animals and na-

ture; God is still alive.
I hope to see the caves get

enough funds to get them fixed
so people can tour, and maybe
a hotel and a park will be built
there. Someday this may be a
dream come true to Letcher
County. It could be so-- -a na-

tional park and a dam, and
close to being the largest cave
around. I sure hope to see
success in the near future.

Instead of running down Ken-
tucky and our counties let's
look forward to building up our
state instead of ctiricizing it.
We won't get anywhere by so
much talking instead of help-
ing. May we all live in fel-
lowship, not as a communist
to fight, but to help one ano-
ther.

EMMERSON PLUMMER
B lac key

Prayer Club
To the Editor:

I would like to report on the
achievements of the Love and
Prayer Club of Mrs. Fann L.
Holbrook's room at Fleming-Neo- n

school.
We have sent a number of get

well wishes and small gifts to
shut-i- n children this year. We
have service groups working
together. Rita Mullins helped
by giving clothes to several
children. Cathy Hutton re-

ceived the highest merit
for service. Marcia

Meade was next as secretary.
We received recognition from

Presidents Nixon and Johnson.
We were the happiest Easter

when Valeria Yates was able to
hunt with us smiling. Valeria
has been taught by a homebound
teacher.

This club was organized about
9 years ago when Mrs. Holbrook
came here.

Thinks toall members in the
past.

MARCIA MEADE
Neon

Who will benefit?
To the Editor:

The discovery of Angel Cave
can be a great thing or shall
we say miracle for the people
in the mountains, so I am just
wondering, the same as a lot
of other born and raised Ap-
palachians, will my people
profit from this or w ill some
of you sit idle, and let the "fat
cats" take over as they always
have done in the past? Leaving
the Appalachian people bleed-
ing even more as they have
done with the strip raining?

I own three hundred acres of
the beautiful mountains, and
plan to live there some day,
in fact as soon as possible. So
therefore this makes me a tax-
payer, same as the rest of you.
So a lot of us feel this way

th e whole thing. After
all, we are proud of our heri-
tage and planning to come
back there to live. These are
our feelings.

1. We are sick of turning the
other cheek, as the Bible tells
us to do. We feel, the Appala-
chian has turned the other
cheek too often and too long.
2. We are sick, of the Pol-

iticians never practicing what
they preach in Kentucky.
3. We are sick of the people

sitting in the White House
looking down their noses at us,
as if we were a sad happening
and stupid people, wishing we
would just vanish, never both-continu-

on Page 15)


