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PROBLEMS OF MINERS IN OBTAINING FEDERAL OR BLACK LUNG PAYMENTS
were aired Friday night at the Fleming-Neo- n school. Keller Whitaker, chairman of the Kentucky
Workmen's Compensation Board, and Ray Collins, state representative, were speakeps.

Frustration binds miners
By PHIL PRIM AC K

There have been a lot of
meetings lately among dis-

abled miners and miners' wi-

dows. The meetings have
been held in old coal camp
schoolhouses and stores to dis-

cuss the :lack lung program
to try to figure out why

most of the pro.Titses have fal-

len flat.
A common bond of deep and

bitter frustration ties these
gatherings together. Most ev-
eryone present knows he's a
black lung vi ctim, knows
there's a program aimed at
aiding him. Yet all most of
them have actually seen is a
form rejection letter from the
Social Security Administra-
tion (SSA).

"I got reports from eight of
the best doctors in the country,
and they all say I got silicosis
and pneumoconiosis, and got
it bad. But Soc ial Security
turned me down. "

"I actually got holes in my
lungs from coal dust and rock
dust in the mines. I can't hard-
ly breathe. But they won't give
me no benefits. "

"They sent me 400 miles for
and give me all kinds

of breathing tests. My doctors
I seen all says I got it. But I

ain't getting a penny. "

These statements, similar to
those heard throughout the
country, were made at a meet-
ing of disgruntled black lung
benefit applicants in Fleming-Neo- n

last week. About 50 dis-

abled miners and dependents
came together, primarily for
the purpose of hearing from Kel-

ler Whitaker, director of the
Kentucky Workman's Compensa-
tion Board. They listened care

fully to him, but talk was mostly
about the failure of the black
lung program.
State representative Ray Col-

lins had arranged for Whitaker
to come out to talk in Fleming-Neo- n.

Collins explained that
he has been greatly disturbed
by the plight of black lung vic-

tims. He thus thought it would
be helpful for applicants to
be informed about this state's
own black lung law.

That law, administered by
Whitaker's agency, has been in
effect for about a year now .

According to Whitaker, "93
per cent of all filed be-

fore our board for total disabil-
ity have been approved. " In
numbers he estimated that means
about 1, 200 approvals.

But it soon became clear that
the state law could do nothing
for most of those present in the
dank Fleming-Neo- n school gym.
For to be eligible for the state's
aid, the applicant must have
been an active miner within the
past five years; many of those
present had been forced out of
work by black lung as long as
15-- 20 years ago.
Nonetheless, Collins empha-

sized, the state law, which he
has strongly supported, "is a
good one, best in the nation, "

and word of it should be spread
among those miners who do
meet the five-ye- ar requirement.

"Kentucky it the lowest state
for giving payments under the
federal law, " Collins noted.
"And we must find out why.
But in the meantime, there's
no reason why miners shouldn't
take full advantage of the
state law.

"Last week we buried two men
at my funeral home, " Collins
continued. "Both had applied for
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black lung before they died
and were turned down. Well,
they performed autopsies on
them and they had the worst
case of black lung. I just don't
want miners to have to die before
you can prove they got it. "

The miners agreed with re-

signed acceptance.
"Us fellas were cut out by the

five-ye- ar limitation. But let's
get to these other fellas who are
eligible, " said one man sitting
in the bleachers.
"Jnder current state law which

is to be reviewed by an interim
legislative committee--- a miner
whose claim is approved will re-

ceive a maximum of $56 a week
for 425 weeks; a widow gets $52
a week for 400 weeks.
Whitaker said miners should

apply for both state and federal
black lung benefits, if eligible.
He said that chances for approv-
al are good before his board, and
that such application would "not
prejudice" a federal claim.
(However, other black lung

program sources feel that in the
long run, receiving state work-

man's compensation may finan-
cially hurt the recipient. They
po int out that federal payment
is based on a graduated need
scale. Thus if an applicant is
receiving state money--eve- n

though only for at most 425
weeks--th- e amount of his fed-
eral check, which runs indef-
initely, will be accordingly
less.
It may thus be best for black

lung applicants to file for fed-

eral assistance first, and then
if rejected apply through the
state, these sources suggested)

As Whitaker finished his com-
ments, the meeting dissolved
into smaller conversations,

(Continued on Page 16)

Election Tuesday
Letcher County voters will name their choices in party pri-

maries for state offices Tuesday in an election that has gen-
erated both unusual interest and unusual apathy.

The apathy seems to pervade the race for governor in the
Democratic primary, which political observers had expected
to be hotly contested.

The interest is centered mainly in the rac e for state sena-
tor, usually without much voter appeal.

But this year Letcher County was changed to the same sena-
torial district as Pike County, and the contest has been be-
tween two Pike County residents seeking the Democratic
nomination. It is a race for the state sciate such as Letcher
County has not previously seen. The contestants are Kelsey
Friend, a Pikeville attorney, and incumbent Sen. Francis
Burke, also an attorney. During the campaign, each has ac-

cused the other of being a millionaire, among other things.
Advertising in both newspapers and radio has been unusually
heavy for such a race. The race is even hotter in Pike
County itself, observers say, and is one of the most close-
ly contested in the state.

Letcher County voters also will elect nominees to fill out
unexpired terms as sheriff and magistrate, and Jenkins will
elect nominees for city offices.

Plead for center
Representatives of the Mill-

stone Sewing Center and the
LKLP Community Action Coun-
cil will visit the Atlanta office
of the Office of Economic Op-

portunity next week to seek
money to continue the opera-
tion of the sewing center at
Millstone and to expand the
sewing center program to the
other three counties served
by LKLP.

The trip was decided on af-

ter members of the LKLP board
of directors met in Hazard
Monday to approve the budget
for the entire anti-pover- ty

for the year beginning
July 1.

Millstone Sewing Center had

Nunn
Gov. Louie B. Nunn will be

commencement speaker at
graduation ceremonies at Cal-
vary College Wednesday night.
May 26.

College president Dr. H. Gil-l- is

Partin announced also that
Dr. Bob Jones 111, presiden-
telect of Bob Jones University,
Greenville. S. C, will be the
baccalaureate speaker.

Baccalaureate services will
be Sunday afternoon, M.:y 23,
at three o'clock. The Wed-

nesday night commencement
ceremony will start at 8 p.m.

Dr. Jones attended Bob Jones
Academy and Bob Jones Uni-

versity, receiving the bache-
lor of arts degree in 1959 and
the master of arts degree in 1961
In 1963 he was awarded the
honorary doctor of literature
by Pillsbury College, Owaton-n- a,

Minn., and in May, 1966.
the honorary degree of doctor
of divinity by San Francisco
Conservative Baptist Theolog-
ical Seminary, San Francisco.

In 1961, Dr. Jones was
appointed assistant to the presi-
dent and served in this capac-
ity until 1963, when he was
named vice president. In this
position he has served with his

not been included in the bud-
get submitted by the LKLP
staff.

Jesse Amburgey, executive
director of LKLP, told the
board members theiir man-
date was to approve or dis-

approve the budget, not to
add or subtract projects.

He said the agency had a
late May deadline for sub-

mitting the budget to OEO
regional headquarters In At-

lanta.
The commission, after long

discussion, decided to approve
the $800, 000 budget but vot-
ed to recommend that the
LKLP board seek some private

(continued on Page 7)

to speak
father, Dr. Bob Jones, Jr.,
until now. The announce-
ment was made at theBob Jones
University Alumni meeting in
April of this year that he would
succeed his fV.her as president
of Bob Jones University.

BOB JONES. Ill


