
Well, now, wasn’t that fun?
Wasn’t it fun to finally 

breathe when Michael 
Kidd-Gilchrist blocked Tyshawn 
Tayler’s layup with a minute to go 

Monday night?
Wasn’t it fun to let 

out that scream, pent 
up since 1998, when 
Marquis Teague sank a 
couple of free throws 
nine seconds later that 
all but put the national 
championship trophy on 
Kentucky’s plane back 
to Lexington?

And for about 90 per-
cent of the college bas-
ketball fans in Anderson 
County, it became a 

great day to be a Wildcat.
But life could return to elections, 

city council meetings and other 
minor affairs on Tuesday.

“Are you kidding me?” Claudia 
Flowers said with a laugh on Tues-
day morning. 

The self-described “chief cook, 
bottle washer and all-purpose girl” 
for the Sand Trap restaurant at Wild 
Turkey Trace golf course, Flowers 
had been talking about Kentucky’s 

67-59 win over Kansas from the time 
she arrived at work Tuesday morn-
ing.

When I moseyed in, the restau-
rant was virtually empty, but the 
golfers that had gone through the 
clubhouse were bleeding Blue.

Just like Flowers.
“It is the elephant in the room,” 

she said. “Is there anything else to 

talk about?”
Well, not really. At least noth-

ing as important as getting rid of 14 
years of frustration since the last 
time the Wildcats were crowned the 
best of the breed.

We saw a group of teenagers, 
along with the old man, Maysville’s 
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Friday: Mostly sunny. High: Upper 60s. Low: 
Lower 40s.

Saturday: Partly cloudy. High: Mid-40s. Low: 
Lower 50s.

Sunday: Mostly cloudy. High: Lower 70s. Low: 
Upper 40s.
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Lawrenceburg’s Ben and Theresa Wolcott whoop it up during UK’s victory over Kansas on 
Monday night. They and dozens of fellow Big Blue fans watched the game in the club-
house at Wild Turkey Trace.

Cat fans
party like 
it’s 1998

Lawrenceburg still abuzz after
Kentucky wins national title

John
Herndon
Sports editor

Police called
hour after

city inmate
‘walks off’

Jailer miffed after city allows
prisoner to take smoke break

By Ben Carlson
News staff

An unwatched inmate on work release 
to the city of Lawrenceburg stepped out-
side for a smoke break Monday afternoon 
and simply walked away.

Woodford County Jail inmate Kevin 
Spurlock, a 31-year-old white male with the 
words “white boy” tattooed on 
the left side of his neck, took 
off around 12:40 p.m. from 
the city’s maintenance garage, 
located near the county park.

“He was working at the 
maintenance shop and had 
just finished lunch,” said 
Mayor Edwinna Baker. “You 
can’t smoke inside of city 
buildings, so he stepped outside to smoke.

“He was gone longer than anticipated, 
and when [city employees] went outside to 
check on him, he wasn’t there.”

Baker said once city employees noticed 
Spurlock was gone, public works director 
Larry Hazlett alerted the jail.

Spurlock

See INMATE, Page A2See FANS, Page A3

Chainsaw accident nearly severs woman’s leg

By Ben Carlson
News staff

A Lawrenceburg woman 
whose left foot was nearly cut off 
in a chainsaw accident last week 
is recovering following a pair of 
surgeries at the University of 
Kentucky Medical Center.

Terri Champion, 53, of 1190 
Beaver Lake Road, was operating 
what family members said was a 
bush-whacker when a chainsaw 
chain flew off and struck her just 

above the ankle.
“It was severed except for one 

tendon,” said Champion’s sister-
in-law, Regina 
Edington.

The incident 
occurred last 
Friday morning 
when Champion 
was clearing 
brush around 
her husband’s 
garage at their 
home. She was 
airlifted to the hospital, where 
Edington said she underwent 
surgery that day, followed by 
another Monday.

“She’s still in a very serious sit-
uation, but she’s doing amazingly 
well,” Edington said. “Her wound 

is massive, but 
the doctors are 
very optimistic.

“After sur-
gery [Monday], 
she could wig-
gle her toes.”

Edington 
said that what 
she and her 
husband Rob-

bie, a captain at the Beaver Lake 
Fire Station, need more than any-

Photo by Meaghan Downs

EMS workers load Terri Champion into a waiting helicopter after 
a chain flew from a brush-clearing device and nearly severed her 
leg just above the ankle Friday on Beaver Lake Road. 

Champion recuperating, is 
expected to keep injured leg

“She’s still in a very serious situa-
tion, but she’s doing amazingly 
well. Her wound is massive, but 
the doctors are very optimistic.”

Regina Edington
Terri Champion’s sister-in-law

See ACCIDENT, Page A3

Local grandmothers invent way
to keep kids safely in car seats

By Meaghan Downs
News staff 

A grandmother’s concern 
created the necessity for a 
new product in seat belt safe-
ty —the Johnny Guard. 

Ama Lovins and her hus-
band David Lovins of Law-
renceburg were traveling 

from Jackson with 20-month-
old grandson Johnny safely 
secured his booster seat.

But Johnny managed to 
unlock himself from his seat 
belt and climbed into the 
back of the vehicle as they 
were leaving the Knott Coun-
ty Walmart parking lot. 

“Before we could get out 
of Jackson, he was out in five Photos by Meaghan Downs

A ‘Johnny Guard’ keeps the child it 
was named for safe in his car seat.

Turkey bottling comes home

By Ben Carlson
News staff

Master Distiller Jimmy Rus-
sell waited while politicians 
ranging from the mayor to the 
governor said their piece before 
summing it up perfectly: “Bot-
tling is coming back home, 
where it belongs,” he said.

That was the overriding sen-
timent last Thursday when the 

owners of the Wild Turkey dis-
tillery hosted a groundbreak-
ing ceremony to commemorate 
its announced $44 million bot-
tling facility.

Russell praised the efforts 
of Gruppo Campari, the group 
that owns the distillery, saying 
the investment it has shown 
in Lawrenceburg since buying 
the brand several years ago has 
been profound.

“In only three years, look 
at what they’ve done,” Russell 

Distillery breaks ground
on $44 million facility
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